AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING
THE TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE

The Government of Canada (Canada), and the Government of the United States
of America (the United States), hereinafter called ‘‘The Parties’’:

RECOGNIZING that severe health and environmental damage may result from
the improper treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste;

SEEKING to ensure that the treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste
are conducted so as to reduce the risks to public health, property, and environmental
quality;

RECOGNIZING that the close trading relationship and the long common border
between the United States and Canada engender opportunities for a generator of
hazardous waste to benefit from using the nearest appropriate disposal facility, which
may involve the transboundary shipment of hazardous waste;

RECOGNIZING further that the most effective and efficient means of achieving
environmentally sound management procedures for hazardous waste crossing the
United States-Canada border is through cooperative efforts and coordinated regula-
tory schemes;

BELIEVING that a bilateral agreement is needed to facilitate the control of trans-
boundary shipments of hazardous waste between the United States and Canada;

REAFFIRMING Principle 21 of the 1972 Declaration of the United Nations Con-
ference on the Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm, which asserts that states
have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their
own environmental policies and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other states or
of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;

TAKING into account OECD Council Decisions and Recommendations on trans-
frontier movements of hazardous wastes, the UNEP Cairo Guidelines and Princi-
ples for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Waste, and resolutions
of the London Dumping Convention,

-



