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(f) Time Devoted to Various Phases of a Panel  

1. Panel procedures should provide sufficient flexibility 
. so as to ensure high-quality panel reportsi-while not unduly 
delaying the panel process. 

2. Panels shall follow the Suggested Working Procedures 
found in the July 1985 note of the Office of Legal Affairs 
unless the members of the panel agree otherwise after 
consulting the parties to the dispute. After consulting the 
parties, the panel members shall, as soon as practicable and 
whenever possible within one week after the composition and 
terms of reference of the panel have been agreed upon, fix 
the timetable for the panel process at least until its first 
substantive meeting. 

3. In determining the timetable for the panel process, the 
panel shall provide sufficient time for the parties to the 
dispute to prepare their submissions. 

4. Each party to the dispute shall deposit its written 
submissions with the secretariat for immediate transmission 
to the panel and to the other party or parties to the 
dispute. The complaining party shall submit its first 
submission in advan .ce of the responding party's first 
submission unless the panel decides, in fixing the timetable 
referred to in the second paragraph of this section and 
after consultations with the parties to the dispute, that 
the parties should submit their first submissions 
simultaneously. When there are sequential arrangements for 
the deposit of first submissions, the panel shall establish 
a firm time period for receipt of the responding party's 
submission. Any subsequent written submissions shall be 
submitted simultaneously. 

5. In order to make the procedures more efficient, the 
period in which the panel shall conduct its examination, 
from the time the composition  and  terms of reference of the 
panel have been agreed upon to the time when the final 
report is provided to the parties to the dispute, shall, as 
a general rule, not exceed six months. In cases of urgency, 
including those relating to perishable goods, the panel 
shall aim to provide its report to the parties within three 
months. 

6. When the panel considers that it cannot provide its 
report within six months, or within three months in cases of 
urgency, it shall inform the Council in writing of the 
reasons for the delay together with  an  estimate of the 
period within which it will submit its report. In no case 
should the period from the establishment of the panel to the 
submission of the report to the contracting parties exceed 
nine months. 


