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(Mr. Issraelyan, USSR)

separated from zeneral progress on our planet. The use of outer space in connection
with communications, iaeteorology, navigotion, the studv of the earta's natural
resources and for other-purposes is of ths greatest value to manicing.

Unfortunately it has to be admitted that outer space is becoming not nerely an
area for the peaceful efforts of different countries through its exploration and use,
out also thc arena of an ever-growing military confrontation.

Reflectinz tue concern of the world comaunity in connection with .the danger
which the militarization of outer space reoresents for the whole of mankind, the
United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session adopted 2 resolution
calling for the conclusion-of an appropriate internctional treaty to pravent thne
extension of the arms race to outer space and requesting the Committee on Disarmament
to initiate negotiations with a view to agreement on the text of such. treaty.

The outer space problem occupies a special place in the spectrum of disarmamant
issusz. What is most important here is the prevention of 2 new and even mor.:
dangerous spiralling of the arms race in another spnere of vital interest to the whole
of mankind. In this connection the implementation of the numerous projacts which have
appeared in recsnt years for the creation of =z whole series of space weapons designed
to carry out strikes on targets in outer space, in th: 2tmosphere and on the surface
of the earth would be especially dangerous. among them the most threatening are the
projects the implementation of which might upset the strategic balance that exists in
the world and thus increase the danger of the outbreal: of 2 nuclear war. Foremost of
these are the plans for the deployment in outer space of anti-missile systeas, based,
in particular, on the use of the latest scientific and tachnical advances in the fizld
of laser and accelcrating technolezy. In the opinion of .2n authoritative committee of
the american Senate, thz deployment of laser and so-called "particle-baam” weapons
in outer space will provide "the unique potential for changing the stratezic balance
between the United States and the Sovict Union®.

No less dangerous are thé plans for the creation of multiple-use manned spacecraflt,
capable also of carrying out purely military tasks .such as the placing in orbit of
~econaissance, communication, navigation and other satellites for military purposes,
and zlso the testinz of new types of outer space weapons and the inspection and
destruction of satellites.

It would be a dangerous error, distinguished colleagues, to suppose that if
weapons make their appearance in outer space, then the latter will be thz sole firing
ground and “battlefield", in thne spirit of scisnce fiction. ;

The essentially "“earth” character of the outcr spacz aramaments under development
is evident. This would still furtner increase the dangerr of 2 nuclear-conflict, with
2ll its frightful conseguances for the whole of manikind, particularly as military
Spa2ce¢ programmes arc.accompaniad by the promulgation of doctrines.and conceptsproclaiming

the admissibility and acceptability of nuclear war. the permissibility of the use -of
nuclcar weapons.

There is another aspect to this matter. It is difficult to im2gine how much it
would cost to create even a small potential for-—the conduct of military operations in
tne arza of space close to tne carth. hccording to the estimates of experts, the cost
of launchinz a weapons system into orbit is several times greater than the cost of
dzploying it on the earth's surface. And all this is takinz place wnen, over a

considerable part of our planet, people lack the barest esscntials for a normal
existence.



