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to the United Nations peacekeeping
forces is symbolic of that new
awareness. Canadians took special pride
in the award, since over 80,000 cîtizens
of our country have served in United
Nations peacekeeping contingents, 78 of
whom have given their lives In the
course of their peacekeeping duties. As
Canada's Secretary of State for External
Affairs, the Right Honourable Joe Clark,
has recently observed, Canada's par-
ticipation in every peacekeeping. action
thus far would not have been possible
without the unwaverlng support of the
Canadian people to the ideas and the
aims of the United Nations Charter.

Canada's commitment to the principles
and objectives of the organization,
therefore, cannot be in doubt. Suc-
cessive Canadian Governments, without
exception, have advocated strengthening
of the United Nations systemn and its
effective use by its membersbip. We are
very gratified indeed that others seemn to
be rediscovering the capability of the
United Nations to play a significant and
constructive role. I would like to note
particuîarly the assistance the USSR pro-
vided to Canada In carrying out its
peacekeeping tasks in Iran and Iraq, that
represents one of several welcome new
developments in the Soviet Union's
approach to the United Nations.

Nations institutions are now based with a
view to bringing about major reorienta-
tions in Our structures or procedures.
What is needed is a sustained political
will and deterniination to put to the best
possible use the machinery that is
already at our disposai. That applies, a
fortiori, in the areas of peace, security
and arms control.

It must be conceded that in the area of
disarmament the recent record of the
United Nations, and of the First Con>
mittee specifloally, bas been, at best,
mixed. True, there have been some
notable achievemnents. The elaboration
by the United Nations Disarmament
Commission of agreed sets of principles
relating to confidence-building measures
and to verification are solid exampies.
But, on the whole, our record has not
been one about which we can boast.
The Third Special Session of the
General Assernbly Devoted to Disarma-
ment dld not reach consensus on a con-
cluding final document. Withln the First
Committee, recent years have witnessed
a proliferation of resolutions and a
generai dispersal of effort.

in that way can we realistically expect to
have some influence on deliberations
and negotiations elsewhere, such as at
the Conference on Disarmament.

I have outlined the broad perspective
from whlch Canada is approachlng our
deliberations in this Committee tbis year.
Now I would like to remark briefly on the
particular subjects and issues Io which
Canada's delegation wlll be giving
priority attention.
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