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A CONSTII UT1ÙNAL point, of soile il)piwtauie \Vas
raiSed a few (a iwý,.o ini tuie Ilouse of Coi)nooiibiiy AIr.

,yOer, ex-iMjlni.stet. of Finance. The late Parlianient expired
befflux Of tiiue xitlîout voting the supplies for tue fiscal

Y6a.r 1896-97, wbich, begani on, 'tue fiî'st day of .fulv last.
?ron that timne until the meeting of the mîew Parliamnt, ou
the i9th of Aug'u<t, the public snervice ]îad to be carried ofl,

a~ntained in working condition at ail, liy ineans of public
Which Parliament had ilot voted. Two ways of

(Obtaining nloney wero open to the Ministry-proeuring an
advance from the banks, and gettirig from the Governor-

(eeaî awarran~t to spend a definite surn out of the public
fud.The latter method was adopted, and Mr. Foster

~iVda resolution condeînnin, it.
It ould be unprofitable to go into the details af the

deaeon thi-s resolution, as it was inade up largely of
eoriinations which had nothing to dIo with the inerits of

Plhe " the ul be equally unprofitable to attenipt to
liae h respons3ibility for the failure to vote supplies where

if rgtY beiongs, for eachi party blames the other. Lt is
ruore imfportance to bring clearly into view the issue

1IWlved, and to note wbat instruction the whole incident
ftord8 for future guidance. Fortunately ail are agreed that

tloj1 gexpenditure by means of Gavernor's warrants is
a yg~~
Pcbie und,~ lprmnt of Parliamentary control over the

t""0 renSorst and the recent discussion wili tend to inake
th e Pa)s t it rarer in the future than they liave been in

The question is partly a matter of Statute iaw and
Patyone Of constitutional practice. If no provision liad

e"' 'fade by the Aud it Act for the issue of Governor's war-
at8, that is if therequirement that public expenditures

rnust be Carried on under Parliamentary autbority hiad been
clad~ olt

abOuethe the issue of the warrants in question
WOUi hae ben iliegai. Provision having been expressly

Mlade for the issue f sucî warrants under exceptional cir-
hiMstani"s, ti Oliver M11owat, as Minister of J ustice, gave

OPlotat there was nothing in the Act to prohibit the
Pr o0 action, and severai eminent lwesi h O6o
ont~ .ii tOOk the sanie view. Mr. DJalton MýcCarthly, xvith-

oli.v g anY Opinion of bis own, accepted that of Sir
thf1 though with apparent reluctance. Lt is needless,

ex a anything f urther on this branchi of the case,

lesY .a:,h language of the statute secîns to be need-
*ný,e and that it ouglit to be so amended as to imake

eaning Perfectîy clear.
A8 read osiuional practice tiiere is ample rooni

to uestion tiieeedncdo.
were .SS e epdec of wliat wva8 oe w warran's

hasue > ~ COvering in the aggregate a sum so large that it
Ix 11r ai8pent vet, though Parliament bas been in

%t thaned three wek.Moreover, teexpenditures

toJ h1er (luite varied, wieàoudhave been better
11ecessaryth authorization to tho.se thiat were ab.solu teiyesic ,uch as the salaries of civil servants, and prgel

ploy' On ctracts where the wages of. contractors' Omf-
« t,,, would otberwise have remrained unpaid. Tie issue

a larrant
ya sure to beconie a dangerous precedent

011%~n it Ouglît to hiave becrn malle as littie daniger-

aaîIbleb limiting the sumns aske<l for to whait was,

e n"essary in the public interest.
Quverose ate cade it perfectly clear that the issue Of

f re ruor> Warrnsla flt
ql1~~,~ at 5 iasof iteyears h)ecome surprisifly

'were cert - 0 0l of theni have been for expenditureS timat
è4ans'nY foreseen, and~ others have been issued while

rit~ ~ 3 111ctalYi session ani in a position to inake

the, iii'cMs"'Y aippiuo)iiatioiis. IL is imît L ill Jîkelv tiiat Ille

ciriîumIstances wiiicli leti t lic ie of tile haLst two w iii ex er
be paraI ieled iin this country, but people remueiber preced-
ent s wliile thiey forget the cîcîîau-.uli er wiîich they
liapperied, If tie presemit FinIi1 iister wislies t o foieý
stdil any lîad confseIiquei(O, Chlat iîiglit follow thie iiew proe
eedents lie lias created, lus hest poli 3 7 will hie to prevent at,
aIl hazards anv furtlîei resort to (4 overnor's warrants,.

('(1]( Miïiiitiii(nuo

in ucli is being saiti in the daiiy jourrnals of Toronto and
il' otlier towns and cities of Ontario on the 'goid mines of

Britishî Columbia that many people are apt to overiook tl)e
fac-t tlîat there are also gold mines in tlieir own Piovinc(e
ani tlîat hiere, as xvell as in Britishi Columbilia, there inay be
promisin g opportunities for the employnient of capital'and
labour in the developinen t of potential wealtb out of dormant
resources. Whoever bas any doubt on this point miglit find
a satisfaction in looking over and comparing the many
sampies of ore which have, during the past and the presenit
week, been on exhibition in our great Inulustrial Fair. In
the Canadian Pacifie Railway's building there lias been put
up a very fine display of the ores of Britishi Columbia, mas-
sive in size and inetallic in lustre, and side by side with
them a sînaller and iess imposing display of the ores of On-
tario. in the Natural History building there was another
collection, put up by the Bureau of Mines, t,) illustrate prin-
cipally the zold ores of Ontario; aithou gh here as wel] as in
the C. P. R. building timere were large and showy specimens
of the copper and nickel ores of our Sudbury district. These
latter were verv' interesting in one particular, viz. :in the
close resemblance which they bear to the gold ores of British
Columbia. Both are suiphide ores, having suiphur and iron
in chemical union ; but they differ in the accompariving
metais whichi enter thîe comnpound, the one carrying nickel
or copper, or both these mnetals, andi the other golîl only.
Both ores, too, require very mucli the samne kind of treat-
ment. The component parts can only be separated by chein -
ical treatînent, and for this purpose fire is one of thme most

effective agencies, the ores being smelted in a furnace. But
this is oniy the beginning of the business, andi it is oniy by
many refinings that the more precious metals of nickel and
copper or goid are finaily won. This means, of course, the

emîploymient of large and costly plants, as weii as the service

of skill of high order, and it goes without saying that there

are but few mines aîîywhere which can support a plant of

their own. Ordinariiy a million dollars is a smail suin for
equipping such a plant, if it is designed to carry on ail the
operations and processes of mining, smei ting anti refining
and the ore mrust be rich to stand ail the charges and heave

a niarg:n for profits when the product is brouglît down to
buliion. There is littie doubt, fiowever, thiat in some, if flot
in all the mines of British Columbia thiere are such ores, and

where ample capital is found thiere is nu douha but some, if

not many of themn, wili become dividend-paying mines.. Bt
with most of the Ontario goid oies, as any skilied metailur-

gist wvould readily see who examined the various lots of

speciniens ini the Natural History building, the process of

treatment is very much simpler and cheaper, as weli as more

expeditious. Tlîey are known as free-nîilling ores, because

a very large proportion if not the whole of the gold which

they carry is not chemically united with other mineraI sub-

stances. Often 80) to 90 per cent. of it is free, and inay be

won by the simple process of stamnping andi amalgamnation,


