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Governor’s Warrants.

ACONSTI TUTTONAL point of some importance was
raised a fow days ago in the House of Commons by Mr.
O8ter, ex-Minister of Finance. The late Parliament expired
}’Za.jﬁ]llgl; of time' -\vibhout voting the supplies for the fiscal
rom th6-97', whlch' began on'the first day ,Of July last,
the 194 at time until the mee:tmg of. the new P;u'limn‘ent, on
; main; .Of Al}gust, t}.le pubhc. %BI‘VICO had to be carried ()I‘],
and &;ll}ed in wo.rkmg condition at all, by means of public
. >aikni which  Parliament had not \'fof;ed. Two ways of
“dvanc::gé money were open to the :\Ilmsbry——procurmg an
ehora] rom the banks, and gett}ng from the Governo‘r—
funds ;hWarrant to spend a definite sum out of the public
mOVe(.i . e lat‘ter method was adopted, and Mr. Foster
resolution condemning it.
It would be unprofitable to go into the details of the
te. on this resolution, as it was made up largely of
. C[:sl:&ti(lms which had nothing to do with the merits of
place Dh;x, t WOlfl(.l .be equally l‘mproﬁta.ble to abFempt to
it right] l‘gsponmblhty for the failure to vote supplies whet:e
o moref elongs, for each‘ party’ bla,m'es the. other, .It; is
inVOlved Wportance to brmg clearl.y into view t}}e issue
afforg f(’, a?d to note what instruction the whole incident
Bty "0 uture g}udance. Fortunately all are agreed thz‘tt
aﬂgelrsa e.xpen'dlt,ure by means of Governor's warrants is
Public ¢ US Impairment of Parliamentary control over the
unds, and the recent discussion will tend to make
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pa,tlgh:nqueStiOD 1% partly a matter of Statute l'aw and
en mad: bOf Const;lbu.tiona,l practice. If no provision had
l‘&nts, that 'y t:»he Audit Aect for the issue of (‘}ovemor’:s‘ war-
oy, 6 ca l? if the requirement that public ‘expendxtures
Madq &bsolrned on under Parliamentary aut;homt%r had be-en
Woulq ha,vute’ thefl the issue of the warrants in question
ade fop ; ;f b'een illegal. Provision having been (‘axpress.]y
cum“'&nee e }Ssue. of such warrants under excepb}onal cir-
is OPinions,tSlr Oliver Mowat, as Minister of Jusblc‘e,.gave
proPOSed not at there was nothing in the Act}.to prohibit the
Ol :t‘lon' and several eminent lawyers in the Hous.e of
giviy 00k the same view. M. Dalton McCarthy, wxbi.x-
Olive,. thg any Oplnion of his own, accepted that of .Slt'
thﬂref(’)re Tlgh with apparent reluctance. It is need{ess,
e’icept th,a,t;o Say anything further on this branch of the case,
lessyv;w the language of the statute seems to be need-
ity SU8 and that j¢ ought to be so amended as to make
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snlﬂg pel‘fectly clear.
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:"I“est:ion th constitutional practice there is ample room

€re isslled e: ex.ped‘iency of what was done. Two warran.'s
38 1 ee’ vering in the aggregate a sum so large that .1b
%asion mOrn Al spon yet, though Parliament has been in
Moy Svth&n t‘hree weeks, Moreover, the expenditures
imj eere (1‘1“3‘? varied, while it would have been better

authorization to those that were absolutely
Stigg, Z’ *uch as the salaries of civil servants, and progress
l°y°es w0n contracty where the wages of contractors’ em-
?f th w::ld Otherwise have remained unpaid. The issue
Nag cag "0 Was sure to become a dangerous precedent
oty > ond i ought to have been made as little danger-
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e des:::s:ydin ,the public interest. | . f
Ror’ war &de it perfectly clear that the 1s.s1‘xe )
*40ts has of Jate years become surprisingly
ainlymfz:f them have been for expenditures th’at
ag ©%een, and others have been issued while
Actually in session and in a position t0 make
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the necessary appropriations. Tt is not at all likely that the
circumstances which led to the issue of the last two will ever
be paralleled in this country, but people remember preced-
ents while they forget the circumstances under which they
happened.  Tf the present Finance Minister wishes to fore-
stall any bad consequences that might follow the new pre-
cedents he has created, his best policy will he to prevent at
all hazards any further resort to Governov’s warrants,

Gold Mining in Ontario.

SO much is being said in the daily journals of Toronto and
other towns and cities of Ontario on the gold mines of
British Columbia that many people are apt to overlook the
fact that there ave ‘also gold mines in their own Province,
and that here, as well as in British Columbia, there may he
promising opportunities for the employment of capital and
labour in the development of potential wealth out of dormant
resources. Whoever has any doubt on this point might find
a satisfaction in looking over and comparing the many
samples of ore which have, during the past and the present
week, been on exhibition in our great Industrial Fair. In
the Canadian Pacific Railway’s building there has been put
up a very fine display of the ores of British Columbia, mas-
sive in size and metallic in lustre, and side by side with
them a smaller and less imposing display of the ores of On-
tario. In the Natural History building there was another
collection, put up by the Bureau of Mines, to illustrate prin-
cipally the gold ores of Ontario; although here as well as in
the C. P. R. building there were large and showy specimens
of the copper and nickel ores of our Sudbury district. These
latter were very interesting in one particular, viz. : in the
close resemblance which they bear to the gold ores of British
Columbia. Both are sulphide ores, having sulphur and iron
in chemical union ; but they differ in the accompanying
metals which enter the compound, the one carrying nickel
or copper, or both these metals, and the other gold only.
Both ores, too, require very much the same kind of treat-
ment. The component parts can only be separated by chem-
ical treatment, and for this purpose fire is one of the most
effective agencies, the ores being smelted in a furnace. But
this is only the beginning of the business, and it is only by
many refinings that the more precious metals of nickel and
copper or gold are finally won. This means, of course, the
employment of large and costly plants, as well as the service
of skill of high order, and it goes without saying that there
are but few mines anywhere which can support a plant of
their own. Ordinarily a million dollars is a small sum for
equipping such a plant, if it is designed to carry on all the
operations and processes of mining, smelting and refining,
and the ore must be rich to stand all the charges and leave
a marg'n for profits when the product is brought down to
bullion. There is little doubt, however, that in some, if not
in all the mines of British Columbia there are such ores, and
where ample capital is found there is no doubt but some, if
not many of them, will become dividend-paying mines.. But
with most of the Ontario gold ores, as any skilled metallur-
gist would readily see who examined the various lots of
gpecimens in the Natural History building, the process of
treatment is very much simpler and cheaper, as well as more
expeditious. They are known as free-milling ores, beca..use
a very large proportion if not the whole of the gf)ld which
they carry is not chemically united with other mineral sub-
stances. Often 80 to 90 per cent. of it is free, and may be
won by the simple process of stamping and amalgamation,



