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that the Jews have been altogether outside the systein
chivalry i which the modern conception of honour w
iargely found, is also touched on by Mr. Lecky. Apart f ro
this, the occupations in whicb the Jews have been chiel
engaged have had a tendency to materialize and lower t!
character. The Church long taught that it was very wror
to borrow or lend mony ab interest, and, as this was a cor
mnercial necessity, the Jews were ailowed a monopoiy of i
Most of those qualitiei which are displeasing in the Jews ci
lie expiained, Mr. Lecky tbinks, by circumstances suchi
these.

On the othar band, the Jews should be given credit fi
saine ren]arkabiy good traits. They, as a race, M'r. Lecl
painted out, have been strikirîgly free from the iower an
more degrading kinds of vices-those that most enfeebie
race. They are iess addicted than Christian nations ta ir
taxicating drinks. Their drinking laws are in accordanc
with advanced hygienic principies. That they are flot laci
in- in moral elevation or tenderness is apparent frorîî tb
very fact that they produced the Old Testament. They hav
shown devoted courage in the maintenance of their faith an,
hefore the persecutions % hich they have endured, the perse
cutions of other creeds dwindle, according ta -Mr. Lecky'
opinion, almast into insignîficance. They have always hadî
great reverence for learning an(l exceed the average of mai
in ability. Mr. Lecky quotas such names as Sprinza, Herne
Ricardo and D'Israe]i in aviderîce of this. They ha' e dis
tinguisbed tbemselvas especia] ly in philalagy, mat.hematics
niedicine, music and the histrianic art.

Mr. Lecky seems ta think that the Jewish prablem, if
left alone, wiil salve itself. The defects of character whicb
have grawn up during centuries of persacution will gradu.
a]ly pass away. The oid rigidity of creed and observance
wvhicbi completely severed the Jew from othar people is being
relaxed. The dissolution of aid beliefs, which is so marked
a characteristie af this latter baîf of the nitiateenth century,
bas bean, Mr. Lecky thinks, even more cammon among the
Western Jews than amaing Christians, and as camman amang
the women as amang the men. Religious cynicism, nega-
tive, is cammon among the Jews. Mr. Lecky quotas Sheri-
dan's remark about the blank page betwveen the Old and the
New Testament. Some of the inost severe critics of the Old
Testament have been Jews. Mr. Lecky instances Spinoza,
Salvador, Kalisch, and IDarmesteter. To be sure, the Oriental
Jews are far mare conservative, and have retained, ta a far
greater extant, thair aid ritual and fanaticism. But Mr.
Lecky predicts, if Palestine is ever again ta bacome a Jewish
land, titis will be etTected only througb the wealtb and
energy of the Western Jews, and ht is nat those Jews wha
are likely ta inhabit it.

Sa mnuch for the two sides of ihle discussion as à is being
carried on in aur own day. lIn the iight of this discussion
the aid problem of Shakespearian critics, what Shakespeare
meant in the presentation of Shylock becames a queition of
modern interest. Did Shakespeare mean ta represent in
Shylock a fiend incarnate, a inan of unmitigated villainy ?
Or did hae aim at picturing a character witb ail the elements
of goodness and greatness, but perverted and distortad f rom
their original and naturai condition i In other words was
Shakespeare a representative of the intolerance. of the age
in which lie lived or a protest against that intolerance ? 0f
course one should be on ona's guard against thinking that a
moral must be tacked, ta everything a great, man has writ-
tan. But whatever may be said of Shakespeare in this re-
spect, there certainly are ethical lessans of the highest im-
port ta be drawn from some of bis piays, tbougb, of course,no marais are thrust disagreeabiv and inartistically-as is
the way with lesser artists-before us. The view mast in
favour now among critics seems ta be that if there is a moral
lessan contained i "lThe Marchant of Venice," it is a lesson
against, rather than in favour, of intolerance. The aid con-
ception of Shyiack as an aut-and-out scoundrel has givan
place ta the conception af him as rather tha wrack of a great
and in many respects noble nature. This is very decidediy
the conception of the greatest living interpreter of Shake-
speare on the stage--Henry Irvinmg. It is wonderfuî how
hie works out this interpretation. From first ta last you see
before you a character for which you feel a mingîed sorrow
and admiiation. You think of himt as the Jew, taunted,"despised by the Christians, aven the best of them. It i4
particularly significant that even Antonio, a niagnificent
character, fauitless in ail other respects, is nat superior ta
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of the intolerance of the tintes against the Jews. You Scarely
as blama the Jews, thoughi you Mfeel a borror at the thing ifl
mn itse]f, 'vhare hie plots so diabalicaiiy ta bring about J"'
ly tanio's ru.in and death. The tenderness of the Jew for bis
te daughiter is brouglit out very strongly by Irving in bil gat-
îg i n g.- Whiem lie parts with the girl, on the night he i i
n- forth ta supper," bie linigers long, hiolding lier hand, and look'
t. ing proudiy and sadly at hier as if a premonitian of the faItO

J1 that was ta separate tbem lmad caine ta him. When hae hean
~sof lier fliigbt hae is frarîtie with grief. lIn Irving's bands th'

grief for the loss of the ducats is subordinated whllIY ta and
)r almost lost in the grief for the loss of tbe daugbhter. Wheln
ýy in the presance of Christians the pride of the aid mail sus-
d tains him, but wben alona with Tubal ha falîs, upon the 111
a ters shouider and breaks ino a paraxysin of sobbing. lrv-

1 î ng mrakes a zreat deai, too, out of that ana littie sentenc"
e wbiere raference is miade ta -the ring wbich bad been liven 0

Shylock yaars aga hy bis wife and wbich Jes4ica b1 are
e witbi for a înonkey. lIt is some minutes before Shyiok 01af1
e speak wlien informned of this loss (this is ana of the atany

~iinstances of the effective use Irving niakes of pauses), thefl
in low, broken tanes hae murmurs, "lhI was my turqiLose I
h ad it of Leah, when 1 was a bachelor."ý The one littie 'e"'
tance, as uttered by Irving, suggasts a whle stary, anda

mstary of deepest pathos. One begins ta think of what lile
had once meant ta that naw bowed and trembling aid mnai;

-that hae once îvas full of hope and love, and looked forwarý
ta a life af happy union witb a congeniai nature; a na thik
of wha'- the deatlî of bis wife must bave meant ta a iari tO
whoani, shut ont froni public bouses and positions Of trust
the fainily lue wvas ail in all ; af the disappointmelt ehel

*Jessica faiied in filial lave or sympathy and desarted tei
father for a gay Christian lover, lIn the trial scenelle '
the dignity and stern tanacity af rurpose of the Jew bave
somnethîing commanding about thmeu. lii bis desir ta havel
bis bond hae seems ta represent flot sa much the itidividua'l
Jew, seeking ravenge for rnersonal sights or wrongls, as the
starn representative and avenger of a race and religion long
despisad and parsacuted. The splendid t qquoque argUinelt
given in raply ta tbe Duka's pharisaical, "1 How s1ant tholl
hope for maercy, randering none '1" is brougbt out by Jjrsiflg
with fine affect. One cannot help feeling that ab anY rate
Sbylock is mare consistent with bis principias - the princples
of the Old Testament on whicb the Jaw was. trained, gl
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tootb "-than are these ChrIs'
tians with the New Testament teacbings of the colin'o
brothmerboad. of man and -the law of nîercy, which thýjcY
supposed ta accept. The quiet scarn with which ShYoG
treats the weak and impulsive arguments af -Bassan""ia 50
the wanid-ba witty tauints of Gratiano is very effective. leI
simply impassive when Portia makas the speech ail riercY
That bis desire for revange whoiiy supersaded bis us bll
ramgnîng passion of avarice, is well brought ont by
lIrving, especially whan Bassania says: "cFor thy threa 'ho"'
sand. ducats, here are six." noThe .Jew pauses a minuta, looking quietiy at Bassailh 0

than taps threa successive timas with bis knife upOil t
glîttering coins, then slowiy and with emphasis on lo
every word, replias: Il If every ducat in six th"'Iisl
ducats were in six parts, and every part a ducat, 1oId
flot draw tbeni ; 1 would bava my bond.;' ei

The fawning, servile spirit af the Jewv cames out- whePartia npparently gives sentence in bis favour. fle 8Os
and kisses repeatedly the hemn ai Portia's aartflelt9 as h
heaps compliment upoîl compliment "A Dattiel ,ute do
Judgment ! Yea, a Daniel ! Oh, wise young Jidgehwd
I horionr thea ! " twr8his

The fiendi8li hatred. witm which hie springs twr-
victint, with upiifted knife, thaugb awfui, suggests as Pa
lai soute ai those characters in Old Testament starY yub
according ta the account which the most orthodox Of us c
scarceiy read witbout skepticism, the chosen people e 01
obeying the commands of the Lord when they butchered te,
lantlessly the armies of the almen. Id

The anti-cliînax of titis act is aven more drîmflatî th
sugsieas lIrving gives it than the climax. WhenJew finds hae is robbed of lus revenge, hae, though in aspool

tion in whmch most men would have iost reason and rýhe
of mind entirely, is still capable of thinking af miOn'py iii
the iast and crualest blow is stmuck, and hae is On
the power af these Christians, nay, mnust himseif b Weli
Christian, bis spirit is utterly crushed and brokefi.


