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Presbyterianisni of the Wesrmninster Cliurclh is of the brighft,
lix ely, popular '.ariety. Thîe services and sermions are not
tiresoine. Neither are they marked by that massiveness and
severe dignity xvbich one associates witb some Presbytei'ian
churches. The Pialîs are sung to lix ely tuices, the prayers
are short, there is an antheiu by the choir during the otier-
tory and the sermon is rapid, sketclîy, and illustrative. 1
liave heen ini scarcely any clînucli iii To)ronito witlî le.ss of tue,
ti-acitional tlavoui' of past days init . Tbose 01(1 divines sit-
ting" in Henry VIIY chaipel, discussiîîg c>tecliisiiis andu con-V
fessions of faith, 1 neyer îthought of tlieml once. 1 (lo1bt if
thle congreg ation could stand a sermon (if tbe beavy tlîeolo2-
ical sort, such as soute of their ancestors listened to witli
gus11to a century ago.

There was a very good congi egation pueseut at both
services on Sunday, and it is evi(lentntliat thîe chuicli and its
set-vices ar'e very attractive to a lîighly respectab)le and intel-
ligent class of people. 'l bey mnay be .said to occupy the ceni-
tre of miîe of the best churcli going districts in Toronto. 1
(11) not know wbetbei' thîe pews are as ivide froin back to
front as thuey aie at most churches, or wlîetber less roolul is
giveîi to aisules tluant is usual, but certainly the eflèct is pro-
duced of a soiidly.inassed couigregation. You have the
feeling of joining in the services witl a crowded asseunbly,
wbereby a'sort of electrie toucli of syînpatliy and contact is
Ifaîntained wliich is altogether impossible witlî a spause
attendance. In the siniging exercises, too, the congregation
keepu, up to tinte far botternthan is usual, evQfl iii 'Îie back
1'OwS, wlîeie it is a conîmon tlîing for pe'îple to hie a beat or
two bhliiid the choi'. >Sometliingc of this îîîay bc due to the
admirable acoustic puoperties of WVestminster Chcli.el andl I
amn inclined to tliink that the arclied roof, witli its Ilangiîîg,
miany-brancbed lamnps lias soinething to do xvitli it. WViether
by hîappy accident or design, the building is certaiîily -well-

îiatd ini every xvay foi, a fi'aternal, worsbiîppinig asseîuîbly
Nowlîere is the tendency towards a full attenudalnce

more înanifest than iin the choir pews in front of the organ.
Seats there, and even standing rooîîî, are evidently at a
premiunî. The organ. is ably inanipulated by a lady orgauuist
wbo lias a capital notion of 1, tiimne," wlîile the proper miodu-
lation. andl plîrasing give evideuice of careful leadershuip.
There are also sex eral particularlv go)od voices., wlîile the ,en-
oral average of chor'al ability is liigh. The antjeus on Suiiday
were rather of the religio-sentiniental tlîat the (eclesiastical
order. Tlîey wOI'C more appeals t(> poetie feeling tlîait
a 'Scriptions of praise. Tliey were sung ini a touclîiîg and
imipressive mnanuier. Soinetimes there was an imterval for a
solo or, a quartette and in suclu case the vocalization left
IiOthing te lie desired, while the deportmeit of the menîliers
of the choir was reverent and devotional. Tt inay be said,
ilideed, that a proper bebaviour in the " bîouse of thec Lord
i,, a mark of thoso who attend this church.

On Sunday nfleming last tbe services were conducted ini
thîe absence of the plistor, 11ev. John Neil, B.A., by a 'e-
tired missionary of advanced years, who lias laboured aiiiong
tbe lepers of Irndia. Hie was a spare ascetic lookiug mnan
wAith wbite bair and beard, and his ratber' proîninent eye-
brows shadowed keon and penetrating eyes. I-is style* was
levereil, simîple, nover wandering into the ornate and orator-
ical, and lie preached a sermon of thîe old sclîool, in whîicb lie
omlpbasized the atonemnt as tbe cenitral doctrine of the
seriptures. He said tluat if this were taken away froin the
Bible it would lie (if rio more value than tbe llindoo Suas-
terS, the books oif Confucius, or aruy other of the sacred books
Of beathen religions. 1-is text heing, "My flesh is inuat
indeed and My il(Ood is drinik îndeed," hie took the opportun-
ity of centrove'ting~ to soine extent the doctrinie of traismul

'tatitioiand dwelt niiuclu of the mnystical assinuiilation of
the spir'it ofChrist hy believers,. deprecating rationial inter-
pretations and thue obstacle (of uegarding Oietrutlî of the text
bY the îiglît of fiîlibî(' hulli res It ivas a ser'monu te
Ilnke One tbink and it prompted questions tliat 1-aliy people
long to bave answered. Tt is theî fashion of the preachîing of
t'le day to avoid te a greait extent comti'orsial (luestions.
The 8er'înon of Sunday morning mnade at leasut one hearer
tbuik Of years ago wlien definite doctrinal theology forme(]
tbe chief unaterial of pulpit discouî'ses.

Rev. JohnNeil, B.A., wluo was in bis accustemned place
ithe evening, looks a somewhat iinposinig and dignifued

hIgure inth, pulpit in bis ministerial bîlack gown anîd bands.
li i n active, well-set-uï man in the prime(' of life, xvîtl a
substantial boad f rom wbîcb the l)air bas sioiîe-,vluiat retired,

so chîat its liberal craîîial dex elopiiient is fully observable.
XV bat remains is ironi grev, arnd the rev. gentleman wears a
moustache. The head is of the Bisînarekian type, but Mr.
Neil bas nlot the bushy ,yebroxvs anîd rug-ed look of the
gcreat ex-ebancellor. He gives you the idea of a sanie, well-
balanced, vigorous personality. 'l lieue is notbing distilie-
tively clerical about imii. 1-le igb-lt pass for a successful
l)arrister or a proiniient business mari who is iicliined to
look on the sunniv side of things. and who finds a good deal
of satisfaction in the daily round ofibis duties and the recre-
ations with wbîc', they are interspersed. Ilis aspect does
îlot convey the impression of, one wlîo xviii spend lus days
pondering on the insoluble problemns of life, or will even be
îîîucli troubled by theni ; lie will rather turn to tie work
that lies next to bis hand and do it witlî ail bis nigcht. A
clicerful activity pervades bis pulpit style and is observable
iii every i igorous gesture and novernent. Quite at hontie in.
lus uninisteria' duties and witlh perfect aploînd, lie lias; a
pleasant voice and a very grear facility of speech, neveu
pausing for, a word, so that somnetiiles the word seemns a littie
in advance of the thoughit. So inucli is tis the case tîtat al
deliberate person would feel a littie liurrie(l by biis ii>annher,
it is so promipt andbusîness-like that siiggests the gospel-
whnle-you-wait idea. Ont, sentence suceeds anothei' so
rapidly tbat you would not hlave tinte to take tlîei in if they
wcue at ail dithecuit. Ail, lîowever, is facile. The style is
tlîat of an elegantly writteuî primer of rudiments, and if the
preaclier spoke twice as fast, you would have no diilicultv in.
keeping up witlih but. T[le sermon on Suiîday niglit was
front the verses in wlîicb the Apostie, after urging thie
ýputting on of the wliole armour of Goul," enumerates the

différent pieces tliereof. Notbing could be inore pleasing or
pictorial thuan the way iii whicbi the probable origin of the
words was sketched. Paul in blis own lîired bîouse at Roine,
liut clîained to a Ilomnan sol(lier, wlîo, after serving an
a lotted tinte was replaced by another, was clearly put liefore
us. Then the typical quality of the various articles of war-
fare was to soutîe extent described. ilere, bowever, the
preaclier had set Ilimself a somiewbat dillicuit feat, and the
differentiation was scarcely clear. The sword vas very nînucl
like the brcastplate, and the lielinet was of the samne nature
as the sboes. But the great lack of the tliscourse w,,s tbat
the dieep seriousness of the contiiet ini whiclî the Chîristian
lias to en"gg, -»It hand to band struggle in whicli flesli and1
lieart often fail and the sinoke anîd b)100( aîit( sweat of wbich
eare enough-I to try the stronge.st faith ---was scarcely apparent.
It was as tboughi thie sword, lireastplate and spear wcre gay
properties, te, be used in soine surLflv tournaint wiiere ail]
was hi'ight and deliglitful. Tie (leep5 oif life were îlot
toucbied .. iN

Stu1sict and thle Drinîa.

INOTICE tiiat Robert Freunid, the greait Hungarian
pianist, will arrive in the United States sometime early

in thenewvyear and give a series of concerts througbout the
country. H1e will bo assisted by Miss Lillian Saniderson wbo is
.said to ho an unusually gifted and chariring singer. 1. bave
neveu hieard Freund play,but bave always understood tbat lie
is avery poetie and impasîioned perf ornier, andl stamrps every-
thing with bis own individuality. Artists tlit acî'oss theAtlan-
tic now-a-days as easily as going frontî Buffalo to New York a
few years ago :a good tling for tbis country, as the people
are thus enabled to beau îîîany fanîous artists wbich, in itsclf
is more or less of aut education, Freunîd Wa5 a Liszt puit.
Did you ever think how înany of the preseni day celebrated
pîanîsts were pupils of Liszt ? Foi' instaince :-Emil Saner,
Alfred lieisenauer, Moriz Rosentlial, Bernard Stavenhagen,
Eugen d' Albert, Arthîur Friedbeim, Alexander Siloti,
Sophîie \lenter, and others wluo are ail in the very first rank.
Speaking of Frie(lîeiîn refliiid nie that hie lias beeu giving
recitals 1in Copenhagen tlîis faîl with tremendous success.

iivarde is a miost refined violinist. In ieegato lie is
particularly entrancimîg, as bis toile is exquisite iin itçý puî'ity
and miellowness. lie is nlot unlike Sarasate in looks, as bie
is dark and siender, and he wears bis hair in the saine fluffy,
disordered mlanner. He, bas net, howeveu, the passion or
brilliancy of the distinguislied Spaniard. His playing of the
Gî'eig Sonata in c', op 13, for piano and violin, withî Mons
Aime Laehaume at the piano, at the Foresters concert, was
reallV beautiful, altlîough tihe piano soniewhiat overweigbted
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