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the low moral tone indicated by such revela-
tions as those of the Panama scandal, on the
other, tended to create distrust of the integ-
rity and stability of the Republic 1

The action of the New Brunswick
judges in sentencing Mr. J. V. Ellis, a for-
mer member of the Dominion Parliament,
toa fine of $200 and & month’s imprison-
ment, for an alleged contempt of court,
committed six years ago, is one of so rare
and peculiar a kind that it cannot fail to
ex~ite a good deal of comment. The events
which led to the commission of the offence
which is being thus tavdily hut severely
punished, atiracted much attenticn at the
time, but will probably have faded into
indistinctness in most minds after so many
years. The offence of Mr. Ellis;, who was
and is the editor and proprietor of the St,
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he does actually prove. We have already
pointed out that Mr, Laurier and other ad-
vocates of tariff reform have made this
mistake in attributing the decline in farm
values to the protective tariff. This tariff
may, no doubt, be a contributory cause. It
is pretty clear, for instance, that if our far-
mers, especially those near the border, could,
by means of a reciprocity or mutual low
tarift’ arrangement with their neighbors, get
higher prices for their horses and cattle,
eggs and ponltry, ete., and at the same time
procure, with a part of the money thus
gained, implements for tilling their farms
and corn for feeding their pigs, at lower
rates than those at which they can now pur-
chase the one or raise the other, they
would reap a double benefit, and, as a con-
sequence, the value of their farms would be
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