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the tow moral tone indicated by sucli revela-
tions as those of the Panama scandai, on the
other, teuided to croate dis trust of the integ-
rity and stabiiity of tlie Repubic ?

The action of the New Brunswick
judges in sentencing Mr. J. V. Ellis, a, for-
mer member of the Dominion PariamE nt,
to a fine of $200 and a menth's imprison-
ment, for an alleged contempt of court,
committed six ycars ago, is one of s0 rare
and peculiar a kind that it cannot fait te
ox".ite a good deal of comment. The events
wbich led te the commission of the offence
which is being thus tardiiy but severcly
punisbed, ettracted muelb attenl at the
time, but wili prohably have faded into

*in(listinctnoess in mest minds after se many
years. T[le offence of Mr. Ellis, wbo wes
and is tme editor and proprietor of the St.
John Globe, consisted of seme criticismns
which hoe made in the columns cf that peper
upon the action of Judge Tuck, of the
iSuperior Court of New Brunswick, in issu-
ing an injurnction probîbiting the Queen's
County judge frein recountiing the ballots
in the case of a (lisputed ellection. The feots
connected with tbat election and the pro.
posed receunt were s0 peculiax that they
constitute an important part of the whole
case. The difficuity aroseoeut of the action
of the returning officor in deciaring elected
the candidate who had received the mineir-
ity cf vctes, on the teclinicai ground thet
the candidate wbo badl the majority lied
made bis eciectien deposit persenaiiy, instead
of through his agent. XVe conumot at the
moment rccali the words in wbich Mr.
Ellis criticised the action of Judge Tuck
They were ne doubit severe, We do net,
suppose that; the fact, whicb is now we
think admitted, that the Judge's prohibition
Il te a manifest failure of justice, would be
accepted as a plea of justificotion. An
action for contempt of ceuit was soon aftr
commencod against Mr. Ellis, and bas been
continued lever since, witb the resuit above
steted. In ilie face of a prosecution se
persistent and rolentlesit, it beheeves ,jour-
ralists te ho careful liow they comment
upen (,he case. But probably we shaîl be
safe in expressing the opinion, in which we
feel sure tbat most of or roaders wiil con-
cor, that the court which finds it necessary
te rely upen the rigid enfrrcemtnt of a
special law, of doubtfal wis.lim, instea cf
upon the si renigth of its own reasenings and
the judiciel dignity aimd impartiaiity of its
own procedure, for the respect duo te its
autbority, is îýrobably Iaking the wrerug
way te attain its <nd, Mr. Ellis' courisel
lias given notice of uppi ai te the Privy
Council.

How often a good cause is weakened
by the use of a bad argument. Even the
meat eloquent advccate is in danger of
making the mistake of attempting te

î prove too mudli and se sbaking the faith
of bis hearers in regard te that wbich

lie does actually prove. We have aiready
pointed eut that Mr. Laurier and otbor ad-
vocates of tariff reformi have made this
amistake in attrihutiuig the decline in farm
values te the protective tariff. This tariff
may, ne deubt, be a centributery cause. It
is protty dlean, for instance, thet if our far-
mers, especially those near the border, ceuid,
by means of a reciprocity or mutuel lew
tari fi arranglrment with their neiglhbors, get
higber prices fer their herses and cattie,

lgg and poultry, etc., andi at the same time
procure, with a p)art of LIe money tbus
gael, impiements for tilting their farms
and cern for feeding their pige, at lower
rates than those et which they can now pur-
dbase the one or reise the other, thoy
would reap a double blnft and, as a con-
sequer ce. the value of their foiais weuld ho
increased. Yet it must ho cleer te every
candid enquiner that the chief cause of the
fatling ùff in land values i the oening up
of the fertile and alnîost illimitablo prairie
and other tends in ttîc great W est and
INorth-West. By persistèntty, pointing te
the decline in the value of Ontarie farms as
one of the nesuits ef the National Poiicy,
Mr. Laurier laid himself open t"' tlue btarp
bomc-thruists whicb Mr. Fosti r se i3kilfutiy
and forcibly delivered in bis speech at El-
mira the other day.

Yet Mr. Fostcr's logic, great as was his
advantage at tbis peint, is scarccl less vul-
nerable than that cf Mr. Laurier. ILs
weakness arises from the saine ceuse-t
tempting te prove tee inucî, te pi!e Potion
on Ossa. Mu-. Foster, for instance, sys
IlLet Mr. Laurier have bis froe trade te-
morrew, does your wbf at, quote oue single
cf uit bigler in thue marers ocf the worid 1 1
Fay No ! it is a fact that izreat wbcat lands
have been opened te the w( nId, wbor farm-
ing lias taeî place on oui immense scale,
that madhinery bas comte in te do the work
of thousauîds cf nuen, and conscquently the
production cf wheat bas everreached the
demend. Neturally the price of the article
bas failen. le is a queck, and wonso than
a charlatan, that woutd make you helieve
that whcat bas feiten n.enoly beclumef the
fiscal system that you bappen te bave in
this contry and wbich they beppen te
have iii another country." But, a stiglit
analysis is necessany te show that whet is
genuiie in this argument is nîucb weakene
by i eing mixed witb whet reelly ceunteracts
its stni ngth. It is perfectty obvîcus that
fril trade couid net (auo wbr at te ho quc t.
ed one cent bighier in the worid' markets.
That., by the wey, dees net prove that freeing
the dhennels cf trede and thus giving casier
access te intermediate distributing poiî,ts
miglit net naire the price by moiuc mora
than a miingle elt te the Canadien preducen
But lho net Mr. Foster se that the argu.
nient from thme intrr-ductien cf machinery
rcelly tells betb ways, for by enablimg the
Ontario farmer te lessen the cost cf produc-
tien it should couateract the tendency te
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decline in the value of lis farnII ,
stili greater force, may it bie iaid h
fact, if it bie sucb, thit whiie "the
of farta products have f aite", the PriI tif
every article that the fanmer lias to bor

bis famiiy havec falien as 'wejlMort
lte have even fallen several degr

in per cent. tian the market values o
articles produced by the fariner bave falle94

cuts the ground from under bis .boet~
planetion of the cauLe of the dect1ne aiit
value of farms. What cao be clea"Ir

fîtrmer has te seli have falien, th" fea iwii h pie o h a,

these wbich hie has to buy h'ave hoîî
more, hie is really better offJ thn i
fore the decle and that bis far"
consc quently, be ,,ore illstead of leiii

able

'[bus it, is that. our states5I)en le

ea-ernes to inake points, fornget te 0t
tion cf the various parts of thoir 'lg
and couoLeract the force of One coletDi
hy the introduction of 51iother, st

respect, and it is a broad and fn"e

one, tbe roasoning of the tarif -rOnef r

the sournder. Mr. Fo4tor sa75 
1

The falling in price of almiost e'ery o
you farniors produce is tLe ra tr
causes beyond our control ;but it'15 pri'
than offset by the greater faill1

of almost oxerything you bave to ,t
logical conclusion ir,, as we have sa"' el

the fariner ought te o b t l Of koi
before. But the average tanr" jS0o
well by bard experience, thât ho .e
more prosporus but feir lass rg'i

than lie used to be. Wo cennot bista t

if witb hin the logic Of tangib.le
itronger than that of the Finance .si

eloquence. When in this mood li1e r

by Mr. Liurîer and toid tha theb

question with refi ronce to the tbiflgo il

to seti is flot wbether priccs bave f9,11ei
the world's nmarket,,, but wbCtbe' 3
any way prevente(l hy a false fiscal 5e
from netting froin their sal tbe 1'

price that tbe state of the worlS wo

makes possible ; and that thei ri . q3e h

witb reference to the things wvblcb

to buy ils not wLether they are 80LO l

cent. cheaper than tbey used 10 bc
wliether hie is prevented 11 ~ 5 5 105

policy freni obtaining theni at asgi

price as lie otberwise nignl l t I

can liardly be blamed if lie cries 0.b1L
is s0," and reovste ys tuje tlt

matter more ciosely and indepe d'tvie< 1
lie bas ever before done, vvith
satisfy limself in regard tOth

answers te those two questions'

belli 0The Church Congress alrtuigi

sessions a week or two sinc i 00t~na
was in some respects speciel>T tb 0 fI

One of the marked features a dre
days was the presentation Of au 00 for,
welcome on bebaif of tbe i te;elY

ininisters of the city, and the te


