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terrible lot is to have to retrace with Pnfeebled feet eacb
step of the way alang which he bas strayed." *

In the second place, it would not hurt the pulpit if it
did intereet people. The pulpit would not suifer. It
would not lose dignity, nor would the preacher suifer.
lie might, it is true, have to run the gauntiet of criticism
tbrawn down by Fogeydom, and he would require
marvellous tact and reticence in arranging bis subject-
matter, so, thet, on the one band, he migbt not approach
too near a lecture or mere secular address, or, upon the
other, profer too sentimental or flowery a discourse. But
with a very littie extra trouble even the average divine
might transforin the sermon, babitually dry, conventionel
and sometimes disconnected and puerile, into homilies
worthy of the closeet attention. It is no ligbt or trivial
thing to, appear in a pulpit, under the very roof of the
consecrated flouse of God, and to speak to one's fellow-
men, some of whom are cultivated, earnest and enthusiastic,
as others are illiterate, suspicious and slow, of the great
thinge of this world and the next. Towards this end
should the preacher muster alt hie strengtb, alI bis mind,
ail hie mental resources and gif te of sympathy, tact, alert-
nese and comman sense, as well as bis most beartfelt
humility, bis deepeet sense of unfitness, and bis most
absolute reliance upon God.

And in the third place, is it not perbaps a mistake,
engendered by years of custoni, to demand an original
sermon once or twice a week froni a bard-worked incuni-
bent of a growing cburcb and increasing congregation 'i
Can any practical suggestion be tbrown out which may fit
the situation and be of use to the pulpit worker îi

There may be several, but there is one, certainly, wbich,
if carefully and prayerfully tried, might prove of incalcu-
lable benefit to both pastor and congregation. The divine
sbould realize bis own importance. Nat alone the Bible,
but the entire literature of the world, the whole history of
the human spirit, are bis to choose froni, for illustration,
for exemple, for instruction, for encouragement.

Sbould he make a new departure,. and ane day read
from bis pulpit a sermon by Robertson or Macleod, by
Stopford Brooke or Theodore Munger, would be receive
commendation ? Why not, even if be occasionally substi-
tuted an essay by Charles Kingsley, or Thomas Chalmers,
or Julius Hare 1 As Arcbdeacon Farrar says, " Let the
modern preacher adapt himself to the changed conditions
of our modern life," learning talerance and madesty, and
tudeavouring ta the best of bis power to preserve some
fresbness of tbought.

Freshnsse of tbaught, moet important to the jaded
intellects, the wearied bodies that «*sit under " the rector
or the curate as the Sundays slip by. The priestbood was
formerly the enemy of progrees. Let it nat bc 80 now.
Let the divine do what the prieet would neyer consent to
do-interest and devote the minde of bis people et the
sanie tume that he is seeking to imprees their saule. Even
supposing the schoolmaster ta be ebroad, most ordinary
men and women have very little leisure for reading, and
they would doubly and dealy appreciate that sermon and
that preacher through wbase influence new and interesting
truthe might be presented ta theni-pembape for the firet
time. To create a bigh standard of thought and live up
ta it should be the duty of every working and peacing
pastor, and where be bas neither high original Rif te nar the
leisure ta improve those be bas, it shauld be considered only
proper and legitimate that the aid of greeter minds than
bis own sbould bc called in, Suppasing thet the preacher
chose tbe text, "lFor he that wevemetb is like a wave of
the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For let not t.hat
man think that be shahl receive enything of the Lard. A
double-minded man is unstable in all bis ways,"-wbere
would be the unfitnees or degadation of accompenying it
by extracts fram one of the moet powemful essaye ever
witten, that on IlDecision of Character," by John Foster t
A mament'e reflection would satisfy the congregatian that
however unconventional the step, it was at leest sensible,
and it would not be long before simler attempte were
undergone, revealing pleasant phases of thaught and in-
creased usefulness in the preacher. Sanie occasional variety,
sucb as this suggeeted, would go far towards ceating for
the pulpit that position it shauld eventually attain, and
guard it froni grave emmome of dictatorial dogmatieni and
theatrical display.

Y'HE SONNET.-X.

IT will be rather as a disciple of Newman and a composer
1- of hymne than as a followem of Wordsworth and a

witer of sonnets that Frederick William Faber will be
chiefly remembeed ; though bis rank in the second regard
is bigh. The influence of Wordsworth came upon bum in
hie youth when eojourning in the Lake District, and the
effeot which the young parsan produced on the old poet is
thus recorded by Mr. Aubrey De Vere in Wordsworth's
own charecteristic lenguege :-«'I have bemdly ever known
anyone but myseif who had a true eye for Nature, one
that thomoughly undemstoad ber meaninge and ber teech-
ings. There was a yotifg clergyman, called Federick
Faber, Who resided et Ambleside. fie hed not only as
good an eye for Na ture as I have, but even a better one;
and sometimes pointed out t6~ me on the mountains effecte
which, with ail my great experience, I hed neyer detected."1

Faber's firet bok-a description of bis fomign travels
-wam appropriately dedicated ta Wordsworth in 1841.
Four yearu later hg joined the Romish Churoh, and sacri-
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ficed in great measure bis poetical aspirations ta the mare
serious services of religion ; but in bis hymne he was yet
enabled ta exercise bis great gifts. We reproduce here as
cannected witb the classical sonnets now under considera-
tion bie verses addressed IlTo the Four Religiaus
Heathens,'> viz., Herodatus, Nicias, Socrates, and Seneca.
In these be bas broadly depicted the leading characteristics
of the greet heathens eelected by bum as wothy of being
termed Ilreligious," and thougb diversity of occupation
and circurnstances operated on each life-producing
tbougbts, acte and final issues thoraughly distinct-there
was a common ground of lofty morality, of truth and
hanour, on whicb Faber could very properly base bis
sonnet-series.

The influence of religion on Herodotus is apparent
tbroughout bis works, in the tender way be treate of
mythe and legende, wbicb he himaself cannot accept as
trutb, and in bis careful recomdîng of the forme of foreign
worship that camne under his notice; moreover theme is
apprehended beneatb ail his writings that suggEstion of a
divine ceuse wbereby buman events are unrolled and ta
wbich the buman beart is drewn. Herodotus seeme fully
ta bave eppecieted religion in the light of ans of its
modemn delinitions, as Ilthat feeling which faits upon man
in the presence of the unknown." The sonnet of Faber
reade as follows-

1. HEutoutTUS.
cnîcse ut ,infeat, dttuiny the titre of .your sjouttilkl /er.

Ho was a unld otd mati, and cborished uttucît
The weigltt dark Egypt on bis spirit laid;
Aunt witlu a sinuons etoluonco would touicî
Forever at that hayon tif the dead.
Single roinantic words by 1dm were tbrowuî,
As types, on mon and placos wittt a îiwcr
Iike that of sbifting sunight after shower
Kindting the canes of hIili and jourieyiuîg "n.
Ho fearsd the gods and beroos; and spake ]ow,
That Echo migbt itot bear in ber ligbt room
Ho was a dwetler underground ; for gloom
pitted o]d beatheri gtodrtess more than glaw;
And, rvbore love was ritt, faithi ttigbt gather nirtît
Firont ore titat gistened in pale lieds ttf eartb,

[n the above we bave a beautiful and accurate
mountain efect in the last two lines of the octave, wbicb
muet have delighted Wordsworth, and wbich bas called
forth the fallowing froni Mr. Ruskin :-Il On the York-
sbire and Derbyshire bills, wben the rain-cloud is low and
ruuch broken and the steady weet-wind fille ail space xitb
ite strengtb, the sun-gleeme ly like golden vultures, tbey
are flashinge ratber than ebîninge ; the dark spaces and
tbe dazzllng race and ekîi along the acclivities, and damt
and dip froni cag ta del], ewallow-like ;-no Graite these,
-gray and withered : Grey Rounds rather, following the
Cerinthian stag with the galden antlers."

These phenomena bave been seen by ail mauntain
dwellers ; but it is only ef ter attention is called ta theni
by tbe real seer tbat their wonderful beauty is leerned.
Attention muet be called ta the Illight rooni " of Echo-
a most poetical thougbt.

Nicias, the ricb aristocrat of Athens, was remarkable
for bis high moral cheracter. Probity and honaur were
regerded as the prime duties of life, and neither his wealth
nom hie political influence could tempt bur froni the path
of right living. Rad he been as succeseful a leader of men
as he wes a gavernor of hiniseîf the disestrous cane-
quences of the second or Siilien act of the Pelaponniesian
wem might not have occured. Faber, however, deals
witb the religious character of the man and the super-
stitiaus cloude that bung over the placid lake-depths of hie
soul.

ut. NICIAS.

hialthce lhtitW.iJcft jiutetl nîd b4hix lips, accc spake he ancutix i,;q
ayatp<'oi,îst Gid.

Nnrsling9 of lîsatbeuu fear! thy woful being,
wVas steep)ed in geniofl55 by long disease,
'rbougb round thine awestruck mind were ever tioeiig
Ornons, arid signs, and direful presagos.
One m *1 lt betieve in fratres so gontly stern
Somne Cristiari togbts before their timo did buun.
Sadness was unto thée for love; thy spirit
Rose 10ftity like some bard-featuretstone,
Wbich suimmer sunboam nover makles its throuîe,
1Bo'n wbilo it filîs the skirts of vapour near it.
Onie wert thou, Nicias! of tîhe few who urge
Tlteir strickeri soutis where f ar-seen deatît dotlu hover
In vision on them nom may tbey diverge
]îrom the black i,'e lits cillirig shadaws caver.

The third beathe, Sacrates, was trained as a sculptor;
but destined ta become1 one of the most remamkable of that
clase of men, wha, believing themeelves especially chosen
as divine instruments, abjure everything that does not tend
ta assist theni in their appointed work. Simple and
virtuous was the life of this aId heathen, and altbough
be lef t no writings, a cmowd of fallowers preserved bis
teachinge, and niany echools were founded on the record of
bis deede endsayings. Faber's sonnet meals thus:

Ili. SOCRATE$.
0f uaakiuçj mamuq books thcl'e is noa end; and mih study l s an

aÊlicticn cf the ies/i.'

Thsou, mighty beathen, wert nat so hereft
0f beaventyhelp ta thy great-hearted deeda,
That thoni shouîd'st dig for trutbs in bmokeri creeîs,
'Mid the loase ,as of four aid empires lof t.
Mations and shadaws dimly glowing feil
On thy broad saut from, forms invisible.
With its plain grandeur, simple, cati, and free,
What warider was it that thy life shauld meit'

parklem of grace, 5na atgel ministry,
W ith jealaus 1. ' ses of the warld of spirit!

Greatest and fest Int bis--that thy pure uini,
Upan its saving mission ail intetnt,
Scamned the untrutb of leaving books behirid
To dlaim for tb4ne wbat tbrough thy lips was sent.

Seneca, the lest of ciThe Four Religions Ileathens,"
wes a cantempomr of Christ and hie followere, ik
Nicias, he was very wealthy and very Pius ndfute-
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more was endowed with a deep philosophical cast of mind.
The influence of the early Ohurch is apparent in bis writ-
ings and not a few allusions and phrases were in al
probability directly inspired by Christian doctrine. On
account of this tendency in bis writings soine of the first
fathere of the Church claimed himn for a Christian and
doubtless it was due to the reflection that the repute of
such a convert would prove of great value, that the
letters alleged to have passed between hini and Saint Paul
were forged. 0f this heathen, Faber wrote as follows

lvhen Peter rallme, lé iis s-,doiv at the leust in iqh1 ,îshîaa ns of theu,.

Oft in the crowd and crossîugs of oit Binie
The Cbrist-tike shadow of the gifted Pauli,
As hie looked forth betitnes froin his hired honie,
Might at this Gentile's burrYing footsteps fait,
When, from bis mnournings in the Ciesar's hlai,
Spurred hy great thoughits, the troubted sage iiiighit coti,
sonie balmy truths inost.surely dîd lbe borroiv
From the sweet neighbo,îrlood of Christ, te brirîg
The harsli, liard waters of bis beathien spring
I softening ducts o'er wastes of pagan sorrow.

As slips of green fromn fertile confines shoot,
Into the tracts of sand, so heathen cluty
Caught froin bis guided pen a cotd, hight bcauty,
Where flowers nîight att but btossoni into fruit.

In the IlInferno,» Dante refers to "lSeneca morale."
It wilI have been obsprved that Faber prefixed to each

of the above sonnets a text froni the Scriptures, and the
series was also preceded by another, applicable to the
whole: "lArise, 0 Lord, let not man be strengthened ; let
the Gentiles be judged in Thy sight."

So far as the structural qualities of these four sonnets
are concerned, that on Berodotus is written in tbre
quatrains and a closing couplet, two are composed of a
quatrain, a couplet and two quatrains following-a form
uncommon to meet-and that on Seneca is made up of a
sestet followed by two quatrains. The series is therefore
very irregular; although it lias been reinarfred that Faber's
sonnets are, as a wbole, regular in form. Hie celebrated
sonnet, "lOn the iRamparts at Angouleme," is also irregular
in construction. We are inclined ta believe that Faber
lost mucb in the beauty-if nat in the strengtb-of hie
sonnets when he left the beaten patbs to attempt structural
flights of bis own. His rhymes are nat always beyond
reproacb in their arrangement, the last four lines of the
"lSeneca " sonnet having sucb a repeating series as-shoot
-duty-beauty-fruit.

0f the four examples given we prefer personally that
on Herodotus, the beauty of the second and third quatrains
especially enfarcing the Wordswortbian influence and love
of nature upon our attention; but the latter quality is
Bomewhere present in eacb sonnet.

A sonnet wbicb was greatly admired by Wordsworth
takes us back to the "lScottish Petrarcb." The posta
wbich directly inspired Drummond to the following effort
bas not been identifled; but there is no doubt of the
sonnet-model whicb he used as the mould for bis thought.
The Hawtbornden sonnet was a favourite also with David
Laing, who wrote of it thus: "lFor solemn grandeur, it
may be campared witb the beet of Milton's sonnets."
Laing could not discover tbe work on IlIrene " which the
sonnet particularly referred ta, and remembering that few
men knew more of bibliography than the Scottish anti-
quary, it is rather unlikely it will ever be found. There
can be no doubt, however, of tbe subject of the poem.
Irene was the poor Athenian girl wbase beauty raised ber
to the tbrone of Leo IV., Emperor of the East. 0f the
extraordinary career of this waman, now a saint in the
Greek Church, it is not necessary to speak. The sonnet-
model referred to is written by Sir Walter Raleigh (given
inaur third article). Drummond's sonnet reade thus:

IIEKOIE A P(IEM ()F IRENE.

IVonrn niot, fair Greece, the muin of tlîy kizîgs,
Thy temples raged, ttîy forts with fiames devoured,
Thy chamnpions 8tain, thy irgins pure deflowerel,'
Nor ail those griefs wbiel; stern Bettona hrings;
But Inourri, fair Greece, inourri that that sacred band
WTtich inade thoe once 8o fa,îîous by titeir soligs,
Forced by outrageons fate, have Ièft thy land,
And teft thee scarce a voice to plain thy wrangs
Moure that these climates whicb to thee appear
Bsyond hoth Pboebus and bis sister's ways,
Teo save thy deeds fromn death emuet lend thes lays,
And such as from Musoeus thon didst hear:
For now Irene bath attained sucti faine
That Hero's ghost dotb weep tutheur lber nints.

The repetitian of words in a sonnet is a delicate matter
to attempt; but the mention of the mosechus-like Ilmourn "
at the beginiig of eacb quatrain is in the present instance
moat suitable and most effective.

The last two lines may be compared witb the lines in
Raleigh's sonnet:

Att suddenty I saw the' Faery Queen
At whose approach the saut of Petrarch wept.

Drumimond no doubt knew this sonnet and drew upon
it for accommodation, as was his custani.

In a recent number of the Speclator Mr. Joseph Johni
Murphy bas the following sonnet on Virgil, founded on
the two quotations prefixed and dealing with the diflerent
views of life expressed therein. The reference to Dante
bappily connecte the argument between the translated
passages and supplies the link between the spirit of old

pa~1philasopby and the "buman sympathy for human
par "wb4oh is the grandest doctrine taught by Christ.
»>Ute pa to the shade of Virgil:

Id, Poeta, i'ti richiegeio
~gr uott chetu non conoscesti,


