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A P13RTSAL of the Republican Platform is enough at once to show
8.UYone familiar with the tricks of the political vocabulary what spirit
prevailed in the Convention. Reform of the Tariff is repudiated, and it is
deînanded that the imposition of duties on foreign imports shall be made
n.ot for revenue only but for the purpose of increasing the profits of the
Manufacturers, whose objects are shrouded in the usual veil of cunning
Phrases about diversities of industry and the rights and wages of labourers.
111 order to get rid of the surplus produced by over-taxation, and at the
88.116 time to gain the soldier's vote, the Republican party piedges itself to
go on, squandering in pensions sums which dwarf the most monstrous
pensiOn.îist of European monarchies in the most corrupt times. Ail sorts
Of ciaptrap schemes for the legisiative improvement of the lot of the work-
Iflg Mfani, receive the kiss of eiectioneering hypocrisy. The eight hours

la* i8 Of course includcd in the iist, thiougli few members of the Convention

ean be such simpletons as to believe that an hour is an equai measure of
ai11 kinids of labour. As wool-growing docs not pay so well as other things

in the UJnited States, the evili to be corrected by eonipelling the people
to pay more for the wool which they find it necessary to import. To

ProPitiate the silver kings bi-metailism is cmbraced, and governments are

called Upon, to fix the relative values of gold and silver, as though it were

Possible for any power on earth to maintain an uncbanging ratio between
two vaiucs, each of which is constantly changing. Fervent proclamations
af liniversal frecdom, cquality and justice are foilowed by the avowal of a

?esolution to deny the right of labour to the Chinese. The revival of the
Miercantile marine is to bcecncouragcd while the exclusion of the material

BOrhip-building is to be maintained. Mormonism is of course denounccd
a11d threatencd with extermination by the sword ; but the fulfilment of the
threat wouîd he improvident as it would extinguish an invaluabie maga-
zine Of Cant. A faint profession of allegiance to Civil Service Reform is a

liorinai tribute to public moraiity and to the sentiment of that section of
the Party of wbicb Mr. George W. Curtis is the foremost man: it bas

Probably no practical significance. The whoic document, like platforms in

general, is a curions cominent on the assertion that the people are educated,
a.nd their interest in polities is kept alive, by the presentation of great quce$-

t in 1 cOnnection with presidential contests. Prcscnted the questions

are, but Only as they serve the ends of electioneering trickery, and in a
"Il"' language peculiar to the framers of clectioncering inanifestoes of wbich.
the Obj ect is to hide the trutb. Z

Il Englaud the nomination of Mr. Biaine seems to be regarded as a
aBniiiter triumph of the Irish vote. The impression is exaggerated. But

ther8 i no doubt that Mr. Blaine has rcsorted, without any fastidious

ScruPies, te thie as well as other sources of popularity. No one can mis-

take the ineauing of that plauk in the platform which declares that

~e 6r4ywhere the protection accorded to citizens of American birth must
'eclured to citizens of America by adoption; " or, it might be added, by

f'4Udnent breach of the naturalization laws. A change seems to bave

4gnn in the party relations of the American Irish. Iu England the
Xrish hover betwcen the two camps; so they do in Canada ; so they do in

.&ustralia, where local writers on polities complain that this shifting influ-

enee reuders it almost impossible to carry on represeutative goverument.

I Englaud their ambiguous manoeuvres wcre techief agency in reducing

the lOuse Of Commons to that anarchie state from which Mr. Gladstone

haWith Very imperfeet success, attempted to bring it back to order by

e"rules. But in the United States tbey have always remained in one

CaP, They have adhered, in spite of ahl Republican alluremeuts, stead-
f48tly aud in a mass, to the Democratie party. Slavery, to the end of its

ays received their nndeviating and almost solid support. If tbey sbouid

no"" disengage themseives from their old allegiauce, and begin to play the
sregaune wbicb they bave piayed elsewhere, their political power may

for a. tixne be increased, because both parties will be courting their suffrage;
but) 01n the other baud, they wili no longer be masters, to tbe extent to
'Whieh they have bitherto been, of the Democratic party, and that party
Iay, in course of time, take its ebaracter entirely from its other elements,

a111become 8implY conservative. If it could assume that character witbout
deu8.y, jet Tammiauy go, and, at the samne time, declare holdly for tariff

?eor t Weuld at once become respectable, and it would soon become

etrokg* Býut parties seldom bave courage or forecast. Tbey will always

11unc or compromise the future ratber than risk tbe lose of any
ne4at upport-above ail, rather than face a split.

'One he Mperor Nicholas looks down iu spirit on the diplomatie

Partl1o heMust be enjoying a grim satisfaction. It was by proposing a
.81tto Il0f the Turkish Empire, in whicb Egypt was to fail to the sbare

of enO
gland, th8 .t lie aroused a whirlwind of indignation, and brougbt O0).

bimself the Crimean War. Now that the Eastern question is re-opeued,

Russia wili scarcely remain unmoved. lier internai state is not se desper-
ately bad as readers cither of the reports of the stockmarket or of essays

on Nihilismn may suppose. 11cr finances are not in good order; but bier

debt compared with bier undeveioped and available resources is not very

large ; and financiai embarrassment doce not affect a nation in a compar-

ativciy rude state as it affects the sensitive frame of a higbly organized

community. Ail the bcst authorities on the subject agrce in eaying that

the sympatby with Nibilism does not cxtend to any considerabie section

of the nation. It is almost confined te those who have personai grounds

of discontent, noblemen rcduccd te bankruptcy by the consequences of tbe

emancipatien of the Serfs, officiais whosc places have been aboiished, or

wbe bave been dismissed for misconduct, sons of the clergy and others

unable, in the close and caste-like organizations of Russian socicty, te find

for theinseives a satisfactory sphcre. The number of speculative Nihilists

appears te be vcry small, as indeed in any comriinunlity in whichi property

and marriage exist the numnber of those who are dcciaïcd focs te both, as

weii as of the whole system of social morality, must be. Iu the army

it seems that the disaffection is confined te a few maicontents among the

suhalterus. There is a large party in faveur of constitutional reform,
and iucreased liberty of the press, but tijis party is loyal te the tbrone, and

sees in the Nihilists its worst enemies. Russia, therefore, le net, as some

writers seem te assume, paraiyzed or incapable of taking advantage of

aiiopportunity. She mighit find action abroad a relief from such difficuities

as exist at home. That eue amnis at the conquest of British Judia is, lu

the opinion of ail cooi-beaded men, a baselese belief, wlîatcver baose talk there

may bu in bier guardrooms, and whatcvcr menaces rnay be tlirown eut by

hier journais whcn diplomatie bickerings are going on. fier empire in

Centrai Asia has grown as that of England lu Soutbern Asia bas grown,

and as such empires gcnerally grow, by successive subi ugations of restiess

and predatory tribes with which she bas corne into collision on bier

frontier. There is a wide step from extension of this kind te a deliberate

invasion of the dominions of anether civiiizcd power. Thes@ are net the

days of Genghis Khan, and a Czar must be întoxicated with despotism

indccd, if hie fancies it possible te reigu at once in Petersburg and lu

Calcutta. That Russia, while she is threatcned and badgcrcd by British

.Jingoism shouid be inciined te take posession of points of 'vantago is net

unnatural : England bas in the same mauner tricd te make a bastion and

a sally-port of Afghanistan. But it is net to British India that the

aspirations of Russia point; they point te a free passage througb the

Dardanelles into the Mediterranean. This is bier constant nmark, and the

fixed objeet of bier desire. It is an aim perfectiy natural, since every great

empire must crave for acss te an open cea ; and heing natural, it

is sure te bc pursued with a tenacity whicb nmust i. the end triuuîpb over ail

tbe artificiai and temporary combinations formed by the jealousy of

other powcrs. Jute the Mediterranean Russia wiii infaîîibîy make bier

way ; the only question is wbetber she shail appear there as thic friend or

the enemy of Engiand. Jingoisin doe its best to determne that she shahl

appear as an enemy of Eîîgland, and as the future aliy of France in any

complication wbicb nîay arise ; but there le îîo reason lu the nature of

thinge wby she shouid net appear as the heet of friends.

MR. HALL'5 treatise ou Jrclaud has net yet come jute our bauds. But

unlesý Engiisb journals mistaku its import or ever-estimiate its importanze,

it strongly confirme that vicw of the Irisb question whicb lias fouud

expression lu these papers. Mr. Hall, it seeme, maintains, as the "Bystauder"

bas aiways maiutaincd, that the island le incapable of affordi*g a decent

livelibood te a large population. Owing te tuîe wetncess of the climate it is

net weii suited even te the growth of the potate. It le fit euly for

cattie brceding and for the production of butter and ebeese. Wben, iu

sncb a country, population multiplies recklcssly auJ tbriftleesly, suffering

and, if the potato fails, famine, is the inevitable resuit. The politicai insti-

tutions are no more responsible for the destitution and the barbarism tban

they are for the rainfali, uer would auy aiteration that could be made in

them reinove, or materially belp te remeve, the reet of the cvii. Netbing

wili remove the root of the cvii but the conversion of the land te its proper

uses, and the departure of the population wbicb uew starves upon it te

semne country where it eau find bread and the means of civilized existence*
To say that the Goverument organizes the famines is the mere delirium of

batred. Politicai incenfflarism simpiy aggravatee the sufferinge of the

people by turning tbemi f rom industry, by repelling the application of tbe

econemnical remedy, and by reudering ail preperty inscure and preventing

the investmeut of capital and the development of sncb resources as tbe

jsland reaiiy possesses. It le lu the luIls of political agitation that Irish

,we4lt4 bas increasod and the islaud bas enjoyed a measure of presperity.
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