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bier grace and softness, cembined ivith a
sisare of ber fatbor's Englisb pinciples, and
streng, faitbiful beart. Altogethèr, however,
sbe iras more like a daughiter of the Soutil
flian a native-born E nglishwornan. 1 arn
one of tbose irbo believe that a proportion
of thic maladies that affect bumanity rnay be
traced ta mental causes; and to i'ateli for
the signs of these, and.remnove theni if pos-
sible, is part o? rny -ysteni: and as I have
been ratier more tIsan usually fortunate, I
stili think my viewil are correct. In tbis
case, I could nlot divest, iyself of the im-
pression tiat thse faîir lady's disease owed a
little te faney; and, prornising myself to in-
vestigate it very carefully on the morrow, 1
retired ta rest.

Eleven o'elock on Vie following day found
me at Colonel Delawaire's door; and,takin-
the privilege of an aId friend and doctor, 1
proceeded unannounced ta ber boudoir.-
Tbe firist glance showed me there wvas rcal
cause for anxiety ; indeed, I couki scarcely
believe the attenuated forma before me n'as
that of one îvho, but a feiw short weeks be-
fore, had been se blooming a young iroman.
She iras lying on a sofa; lier magnifleut
Spanish eyes ivere slighftly sunkei, and sur-
rounded by a dark circle, sure indication o?
extrerne languor; shie lîad lost that sicli,
deep colour, se beautifual irben it mantdes on
the check o? a dark-eyed beauty ; lier cheek
ivas now perfectly pale, of a iran ivory pale-
fless ; ber hands, through the fine skia of
wlîieh the blue veins were fearfully appa-
*rent, hung ]istlessly, and seeîned alrnost
transparent; the roundness and okzbonpoint
îvhiehb lad made ber figure one o? tbe nîost
perfect that can be imagined, liad quite dis-
appeared; yet she ivas, as usual, elegantly,
almost artistically dressed, and every possi-
ble effort bad been made ta canceal tbe ra-t
vages illness bail made upon ber beauty.-
Even ber beautiful long curls were s0 ar-
ranged as ta bide as rauch as possible the
extrerne emaciation of ber throat and neek.
I recognised in ail this a moral determina-
tien ta resist inereasing illness, which I bad
often faund to be a bad siga ; iadeed, alto-
gether, 1 was painfually surprised at ber ap-
pearance.

As 1 arn now arrived at that age whicls
(taa matter-of-fact ta appreciate a gracefual
and flawery style) tbinks the easiest and
simplest manner the best, 1 wili relate aur

conversation ai Ithey do the dialogues in
childrenes schlo-ooks, tlîcreby avoiding 'the
insufferable monotony of"I I observcd," "lshe
roplied," I rejoined,» etc., etc. As.su,î in-
a cheerfulness 1 iras flar from feeling, 1 seat-
ed rniself in a chair by lier solà, and silcnt-
ly takin g possession of lier wrist, appearcd
to consuit the beatings oflber pu~lse. Rais-
ing ber eyelidsji the lasiies of wlîich ivere sa
long and silky they %vere a marvel, in a coin-
posed î'oice she deliberately broke tlic si-
lence tlîat lind reigned until dieuî.

Mrs. Dclawi-re.-"l Wlîat brings you bore,
doctor ? Do you corne at nîy huslaîîd's re-
quest ?",

Doctor.-"-ý That is a very unkind ques-
tion. I have not seen you for two montbs.
I (Io flot thinlz 1 have been so long %vithout
seeing you since you camne iuta this world
nowv you asic me wvly I corne. Do îlot be
alarmed-I do net intend to score this visit
against you, tbough 1 rcally tbink you great-
ly nccd rny care."

Mrs. Delawire.-"XVby so ? you socI
lrn quite ivell."

Doctor.-"l Ycs, T sec that you liave -ot
on a very beautiful drcss. Nothing eau b;e
more coquettish than that littie Frenchified
cap. Ail that is very false, and you are
very false, too, and are trying noir te deceive
me.",

Mrs. Delaware.-"1 Indecd I arn suffering
no pain anywliere."

IDoctor.-" Would yo's really wîsh te
persuade me that y-on are in good health?
Wrhy, if I could be inistaizen in tbe expres-
sien of your counitenance, tho sound of your
voice, your painful respiration, uncren pulse,
(ho pallor of your face, and your emaciation,
speak to nme in language nlot to bc refuted.
Newv, 1 ilh venture ta assert, that for a
rnonth yotu bave scarcely ate or slept."

IlMrs. Deýlaw are.-,' Oh, no, doctor, thrce
weeks at tbe outside."' 1

Doctor.-"l Thero, now, yen have fairly
avowved and confessedl yourse]f to be iii.'

Mrs. Delawrare-" But it is possible te
lose botb sloop and appetite without being
iii; one can suffer, too, generally, witbout
baving any decided complaînt."

Doctor.--" Do. you know that you distress
me extremely ? but, tbank God, 1 stihi feel
confident (bat I sball be able te restore yau
ta health and happiness. I have not sablind
a confidence in the drugs and remedies of
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