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la addition to a library and reading room, a lecture
room should be secured if possible, 'where, through the
Winter season, weekly.lectures might bie delivered ; and
in nythirig approacbing a populous community, I can-
not imagine* any great diffculty in obtaining gratuitous
lectures from the varlous ministers and professional
gentlemen of the neîghbourhood.

1 amn avare that considerable prejudices bave of late
arisen ini regard to such lectures, as being too uncon-
nected in the subjects treated of ta be of any practical
value to those 'who attend thein. In that opinion 1 do
nlot at ail agree ; for aîthougli no large amount of in-
formation can be obtained by listening ta one single
lecture on any given subj ec.t, yet the attention mny be
awnkened and an iaterest excited, that mny lead to a
course of consecutive reading on the subject trented
upon by the lecturer.

Indeed I arn of opinion that, unless of n very popular
oliarâcter, one lecture, or at the most two, on &Dy one
subjeot during the saine sessiou, will be the most boue-
ficial to the Institute and ta the Public.

I had inteuded to refer ta the establishment of classes
in the several institutions, bath as a means of instruc-
tion and amusement, but will leave that subjeot for the
preseut, hoping sorne abler band wilI take it up in the
next number of the Journal. 1 trust alsa that others
wyll follow the example of Dundas and Hlamilton, ln
furnishing abstracts of reports and procoedings of their
annual meetings, thus supplying oach association ivith
information as ta what other institutions are doing, and
awalcening a spirit of eninlotion amongst them which.
will undoubtedly tend ta their gonoral benefit.

Yours, &c. &c.
A NIzmBER T. M. I.

Toronto, April 243th, 1861.
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An Introduction ta Jinomolog!,, or VeLcnents ofite Natural
History of Inscct.s: Carnprisiing an accouni of Noziaus

and Us cf i Insects, of their Métamnorphoses, Food,

Stratagem,ç, Habitations, ,Socielies, Mtotions, Noises,
Hybernation, Instinct, ec. fly REV. WILLIA31 KIanY,
DI.A., ri.R.S., F.L.S. ; and WILLIAM SPmNos, EsBQ.,
F.R.S., F L.S. Seventh editian, vith an appeudix
relative ta the Origin sud and Progress of the work-
1 vol., -crowa 8vo. pp. 607. London: Lougman&
Ca. Prico $1650.
To pass auy comments upon a book that bas been

stamped with the approbation as well of the learned as
of ordinnry readers, for upwards of forty years, and
which uow appears ia its senth eodition, would bie pre_
sumptian on aur part. We merely dosire, while paying
aur tributo of admiration and approval, ta bring it under
thse notice of those of our rendors who are flot yet
acquainted with it, and ta inférai thorn where thoy can
gain access te this very mine of instruction and amuse-
mont. Therè is probably no other wark la tIse English
langunge that lias doue mare thau, this ta sprend tIse

taste for Natural History, and ta direct it ta the vast
field for abservation afforded by the transformations,
habits, and instincts of the countless species of inseets.
Its popularity lias not been confined to one country, or
even ta, one tangue, but by mens of translations, ne
through the effeot it bas undoubtedly exercised aver
rnany of thse best elementary books in other languages,
its influence lins beon extendod far nud vide. The
present edition is published in one volume, and at less
than one-sîxth of the prico of the former one, thus placing
it withiu thse reacli of al; its value is further enliancod
by an addition froni the pen of Kr. Spence (who survived
bis associate by about ton years), detaiting, in the shape
of letters and rocollections tbe origin and pragress of
the wark, and giving an account of the life-long friend-
ship of the loarned authors, wha, after having originnted
and cnrriod out the undertaking, so long survived its
completion, and shared lu its success.

The titie affords n very gooda index ta the contents of the
'work; the book opens with an introductory letter, giving
n general view of the science of Entomology, and sbowing
that it possesses attractions sufficient ta reward any one
wha diligently studios it. The nuthors next goauto an-
swer (which they do most conclusively) ail the objections
that are usually urged against this pursuit. Any anc
who imagines that it leads ta inhumnity and cruelty,
and is on that account ta be nvoided, bas but ta rend,
aur nuthor's mnsterly rofutatiun of this charge to per-
ceive i ts unreasonableuess and incansistency, and ta feel
that the converse of what our great poet snys,

"IThse poorbeetle that we tread upon,
lu corporeal aniferance feels a pang as grent
As ivhon a giant dies,"

is nenrer the truth. The next chapter gives an accountof
the nietnmarphoses of însocts, a matter interesting alike
ta the moralist na the nnturalist. The authors then
take up thse subjeot of the injuries and benefits derived
from inseots, shewing how important these minute
creatures are as instruments bath of evil and good;
haw closely connected wiith thcm are aur prosperity,
comfort, aud hnppîness, and consequontly how extreinoly
useful and necossary is the knowledge and. study of
tbem. They then pnss on ta the more iuteresting parts of
their history, thos namely, that relate ta their affection
for their yaung, their faod nd methods of abtaining it,
their habitations, societics, &c. From the observation
of ail which " it i clear-to quote thse words of the
authars themnselvs-that by these croatures and thoir
instincts, the power, wisdom, and goodness of thse GJreat
Fathor of the universe are loudly proclaimed ; the atheist
and infidel canfuted; the helievor coufirmed lu bis faith
and trust in Providence, which lie thus boholda watch-
ing witli incessant care, aver the welfare of' the meanest
cf bis creatures; nde from which lie may conclude that
hoe, thse prince of thse creation, will neyer bc overloaked
or forsaken ; and îrom them what lessons may be learned
of patriotism, and seif-devotion ta thse public goad; of
loyalty, of prudence, temperance, diligence, and self-
denial."1 Thts remaluder cf the worktreats of thse mens
of defence possessed by inseota, their motions, noises,


