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LIFE 0F CAPTAIN JOSEPH BRANT.

(wuiAvUNDNsNACatÂ)
BY KE-cHE-AHi-GAH-ME-QUA.

(Colntinucd.)

Abot this time Brant w'as made Principal
War Chiefaof the Canfederacy. It is flot quito
clar how hie arrived at this dignity. Hondric
wvas the last af the Mohawk chiefs wha bore the
titie of king. He fell under Sir W. Johnson
twenty yeays beforo, and xvas suco-eeded lay
IlLittie Abrabamn," a supposai brother of Hon-
dric, of whorn no further mention is made, ex-
cepting that hoe refusecl to accornpany Brant and
Guy Johnson in thoir filht frani tho Mohawk
Valley. It is likely that force of circurnstances
facilitated Brant's advancomoent, such as bis
rnilitary distinctions, bis descent from a farnily
of chiefs and bis officiai. connection withi the
Johnson farniily. As our Indiani liera bas noxv
becorne a principal personage in these trouble-
sorne times, the title of Captain xvas conferred
upon him in the armiy of the Crown.

In the autumn Of 1775, Brant ernbarked with
Captain 'Vice on bis first ;'isit to England. TVhe
precise object-of this visit doos not appear. It
is probable the sagacious chioftain deemed it
prudent, hefore comiîting hiinself too far by
actually takîng the field, ta ponder well the
the cause of "lthe Great Ring," lest, by
by an overscrupulous observance of the ancient
covenants of bis people, lie should be leading
tbem ta certain destruction. On bis first ar-
rival in London, ]îe iras canducted to the inn
called "The Swan vith the two Necîts." Lodg-
ings more suit able ta bis rank were provided;
but hoe said , IlI amn trcatod sa kindly I prefer
staying where 1I an."- Du ring this visît hie fig-
ured at a grand masquerade h-.all, drossod in the
brilliant costume of bis nation. Mlis nordl and
strîkîng appoaranco drow towards him much
observation froni the ladies. An amusing inci-
dent hore bappenbed. Ili tho mnidst of the festiv-
itios, the Mohawk Chief, flourishced bis war-club

an rising the war-whoop, 50 frighitenod ]lis ad-

inrers that they rushed wildly ont of rhe rooni,
tumbling down stairs in thec greatest confusion.
Thbis visit confirnned inii in bis attacbnîcnt ta
the Britishi Crown. Ini the spring of 1776. lie
retnrned ta Amierica, landing sccrotly near Nowv
York. The cisturbeci state af the country rend-
ered thîs precautian nocossary. While in Eng-
land Brant procured a gold inger-ring, with
bis name ongraved therconi, statîng hie intendod
tbat tbe saine shouild provide evidonce of bis
îdentity in case bie feli in any of the battles lie
anticipated. Thbis ring lie woro until bis death.
It 'vas lcept as a precious relic lîy bis widow for
four years, wben it w.is tnt .i. St range as it miay

seiii dîrngthc îrîe of 1flX,, thît idevntial

ring was found l7'y a little girl ini a ploughied field
near Wellington Square, whilo the venerable
Indian Qucen was 6n a visît ta lier dauglîter,
Elizabeth, the accomplished ivifo of Col. Kerr.

Many efforts were used, and argumbents urged,
ta socure Brant's neutrality, or rprevent bis join-
îng the Royal standard. I-is old tutLor, Presi-
dent XVheolock, sent bimi a long epistle on this
subject, ta wbicb Brant ingenulously replid:-

II recaîl ta nîiind, with pleasure, th-e ]happy
hoeurs I spent under your roof, anci espocillv]
the prayers and farnily devotions ta wich I
listened. One passage in particular iras so of-
ten ropeated it could nover ho effaced froni n'
înierory-viz., 'That.thoy miighit tic ai.-le ta lire
as gooci suhjects, ta foar God, and houzor the
king !' " This letter iras sufficient ta conrince
anyono that Brant %vas firi i0 his, attachanient
ta the Britisli cause. Jn1 Julie Of 17ý76, Brant
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unarrnod, and ovory precaution iras talzon ta

prevent treachery. T'le parley torininated un-

satisfactorily, and another appointrnont iras

made for the comîbng niorining. Afterwa.rcls it

was discaored that the Genieral had engagod'
anc joseph Waggonor, w.%ith tlîreo associatos. ta
shoot Brant andi bis three principal nmen.
'ÇVhether the chieftain cntcrtaincd any suspicion
of foul pl'ay le not certain; but, as hie enterod
tue circle, lie d:-ew. binself up w'ith dignitv, ad-
circssinig Gon. Herkinîcr as follows :-d have
fire hundrcd vtarriors with nie, arned and ready'ý
for battie. You are in nîy powcer. Asw-,e bave
beon noeighbors ancd frioncis, 1 xviii net take the
advantagc' cf yen''Sair .wich, at a signal,
a hast; of ar-aied wvarriors dartcd fi-rni theo foest,
î-ainited, ami roady for the anslaugbit, as tlîeir

war-woepstoo plainly proclaimoci. TVite Cliief
thon thankletl the General for bis civilitv ini coni-
ing so far ta .ee inii, anti trusted sonio day lie
inig.ht return the compliîùcent. Thè late Colonel
Robert Noflos, ivas a rolunbteer witli tic I îichanmt
andl present on ' tlîîr occas:on, Brant next
m'archei ta the BriA. place cf renclezvous ai.

Oro.H-ere a great cauincil iras helli witlî
tht repre)vsonta.tives cf Grca.t i13ritain. TIhe ro-
suit of this conference iras a treaty of alliance
hietw,.eûn tho Indians andl the British. in AllIg-
îxst cf 7777, "Il, blaa1y b-attît of Oriskanv %vas
feughlt. 'lhle destruction uni bath sidt s w
verv groat. 'li Nctcraui afficer H--erlinner l;eio

;l vTer wor ýN,ý)-ste-d on tlîîs accaseOn tho Six Nataln,
'.vîlt!i the exception cf tlîo Tuiscaroras ani
to Oneidô s, reniainecl fa-iîh-fiil ta tl.,, king.
lîratît, [)diy Johinson and Bntier, usti-eni-
u11oxerian ta wiTi aveu theIn dials of1 flic
Far \'Vest ta the rayaI cause. Failing- ini ail
thoso efforts, tue chieftainb retirnecl ta hi: old
quarters at Oglikwaga, vero hoe cantinued ta
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i arass and plutîder the coîonists. Ilu this guer-
~. .--- -. --.... illa warfairo Brant always store ta stay tîe hand

visited Unadilla for the nurposeoaf precuiring upliftedi ag.xinst the feeblo and lielplc-ss. li bis
provisions, wbichi were perfarce furnishied imii. attacli an Springfield, for instance, hae dreve off
In a conference bield at this tirnie, lie againb ex- or took, prisotors ahl the mien, lit conicealed in
prossed linîiscîf decîdodly in faioi of the Royal safcty tlewoc e and chikîron. h.arly ini Na-
cause, alludîng te aId ccvenants ni tieuaties i>ttobl)it, 1778, lBrant Wah; reltictantîr prorailed
enteued inta bctwvcnl thc axn d~ n it is prepli uipen te le<îvc b-is winter quîauic'm ut N iagara,
and canîplaining af ilI-treatînent freini the hande and accaîïpanly \Walter ntIler, :a mîan W-bailn lie
of the caloîîists. Sbertly afier [bis, Gc'i. Ih'rki- greatly d'lk',in an atSack an the beatitifuil
nier, of tho Amierican mnil.iti:t, stîc .i a aîîd praspeoaus sottlement ef Cherry VMlèéy, a
strong force for Brant's liakurtrtpnvillage defended hy fortification and garrit oued
wluat ternis docs not appoar. lieforo tliét treîîb- Iîy troape uinder Col. Alen. l m iotive tîtat
les hetîveen Great Britain and Ainerica, tiiese inîpellcd En>ItIer ta tis expedition iras a dcsire
two moen ivoro great friencîs. Thle troops that to avenge an imiprisonnient hoe bad suffcrod on
Gen. Herkiniier tboughit proper ta bring ta tItis the charge of treason. Tfli wholesale -slaiighter
canférence, accordingly, wore vieîvcd ;vith sus- of the inhabitants of this settlinent is sad ta

picion by BIrant. The cbieftain concealed linii- bavelibenufearfiml. The forociauis Senecas sparet4e
self for a week, and w'ben the corferenice waiîi ein-. neither a!) iier y-oung ili their id.rîiaea4
ter'cd into, lind a bth' gn î-tl ni il;'hcr» tacc. 'lxtc;le cie ra .. :

wvrir sitît lii',m, 'l'IfSl -sjtt~'~>, q<;î~<:: ' .Il :nî, .<;îaî;î-. 9.
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