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THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL.

A HISTORY OF THE OFFICE.

I'he lestoration ofa I'orttolic that Dates
Back to the Unlon Times, And Is
Old ns the Constitution.

The Guzelle of last Thursday published
the fol'uwing timely and interesting ed-
jtorial on the subjeet of the new, or Tath-
er restored cfliceof \nhcuor-(-cner'll

Itis only to be expeceted that these
whointervst t: emselves in public aftairs
should be curicus about the new federal
offices now about to be filled, their spec-
ial duties. the precedsnts for them. and
their relations, actual or possible. to the
Government. [tis cenerally known that
in the ses=irm of 1837 an act was passed
“with the view of initiating the Engiish
svstem of having pelitieal Theads of de-
pamm nt=. who will eommence their
official vareer by holding certain offices
which wil! nat neu~~mh give them a
pesiticn in the Cabinet” U ntil the pres-
ent readjustment. consequent on the
retirement from the pre’nubhlp of” Bir
John Abhott and the accession to that
place of power of Sirform Thempson,
no pesnive attemypt had been made to
give ¢ifvet to the provisions of the law.
The department of Trade aud Commeree,
with G mptrollers of Customs and Reve-
nue. now takes the place of the ministry
of Custems and the ministry of Inland
Revenue. This is a change whivh the
business community that it mainly con-
cerns will readily understand and appre-
ciate. It is regarding the position of
Soltettor-General  that mest questions
have been asked, Tt may be well, there-
fare. to otfer a few remarks on this otfice,
which these whose memories go back to
Unien times will recognize as a restora-
ticn of a porttoliowhieh was then amply
provided for.  Under some name ar other
it has a placein the Government of every
copstitutinnally administered country.
In Great Britain there were formerly
nine great oftficers of state, of which the
Lord High stewand, once the nust
powertul funciivnary in the Kingdom
and .-tlll hy pr\u(lcnu irst of the nine,
was ureler the Norman and early Ph-

tagenet kings at the bead of the entire
machinery. fegal and dicial, of the
realm.

The Lerd Chancellor, who comes next,
is alwaysa me mhe" of the Cavinet, and
is the official spoke=man of the House o
Lords us well us the highest of English
Judges,  In every  British Ministry,
though not necessarily in the Cabinet.
thers 1~ ais0 an Attorney-General, and
next to him, his associate and in case of
Hnes= cr ahsenee, his substitnte, staml-
the Soticwtor-General,  These two are
considercd tne ehier law officers of the
Crown. The Attereey-General iz at the
bread of the Baroand the position that he
holds 15 on'yv nted by counsgel ot ac
konowledes d abihiry and character. The
whfnur-(--m ral i= his assistant. his Je-
puty, and iu cuse of hig death or retire-
ment, his suceessor.

Lnrlor l.n r nlr,n, by special arrang -
met.t. cach seetion of the two-fold prov-
mce had brth 3= Attorney-General anld
its Solicitor-Generd. When the Broush
North America act ereated the Domine
on, the Atiorney-General wus represent
ed in the list of Cabinet ministers by the
Mumnister of JTustic There is also in
euch of the provinees aportiolio wloted
to a rainister whe retains tne nume o}
Attorney General. He i officialiv 1l
recognized legal adviser of the Licnten
ant Governor and hins charge, within his
province, of !l matters connectad with
the administrution of justice. Thereis,
indeed. no nuere tnoportant post in the
Executive council, and again and azain
the Attornev-General has been provip-
cial premner. Ir we go to Australia, or
New Zealand, or to the Cape of Guod
Hope, we will tind the same important
functionary, and not infreguentdv he is
at the head ot the government.  FEvenin
the Crown eolomes, such as Hong-Kong
and Nautal, this ofifeer 15 one of the Exe-
cutive counct], zometimes. a8 i Now
South Wales, he s called, as in onr fe-
deral cubinet, Minister of Justiee, while,
again, in Ceylon we mect him under the

deaignation of Queen’s Advieate, o
the Ciermun Empire us well ax n
the French R.-pnhm there s a0 Min-

Soalsyin cither section
of the Austre-Hungarian monarchiy, In
cpe Pooee Forates caquivatant offiver
Near= the allernative name of Allerney
Gencral, A Soljcitos (,u',hr,, WS L
ed by act of Congress in 1870, but heis

Istry of Justice,
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