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consider of this matter,” and “the Apostles
and chlers” settled it (Acts xv. 2, G, 22, 23
ovi. 4 Well, councils are po~sible suill, - We
may be told that a General Council is not pos-
«ible, hut 1t s0, i% il not better to wait for it (as
the Chureh of Lnglind is paticmly doinwg) than
to break up Christ's Church ? But the real

oiut is that all the secesstons have been mude
without any conference at all. Baptists, Browu-
ists, Werleyans, Bryanites, all took counsed
with no one but themselves,  Yes, a conderence
is +till p:milllc; but the last iden that occurred
1o the seceders was to “submit their dider
ences” o i, or ‘Lo aeeept its judgment as de-
L'i.*i\'c.”

So that we are left where we were,  We are
industriously told thut changed circumstinees
require changes — radical  and  subversive
changes—in  the Church, and when we nak
what these eircumstances are, we tind that they
are ¢ trifles Jight as uir”™ changes of dress
speech, wages, customs, and the like—things
which no more excuse chatiees in God's Church
than they wasrant breaches of 1lis moral law,
You might as well defend polygamy on the
croutnd that at Salt Lake Ciy they “had o
deal with a totally different situation which St
Paul never discussed because he never toresiw
it." Yes, Mr. Hughes' argument, it it is good
tor Methodism, 1s good for Mormonism,  But
it is woml for neither. [ repeat, there is no
change in God or in man, in the laws and obli-
ceations of a Christian, or in the work and eall-
ing and fellowship of the Christian Chureh.

But it is said © we must recognise fhets”" 1
think we know what that readly means ; if not,
it i~ not beeause wo have not heen told. Mr.
T, P Bunting told us at Lueerne, when be ~uz-
gestud that the Bishops at their next mecting
“should make a declaration that the Metho-
dists, the Presbyteriuns, the Congregationalists,
and the Baptists, and there might be others o
wil"—they might perhups include the Mor-
mons and the Shakers whilst they are about iv
—were all true branches of the Church of
Clirist, and that their ministers were true min-
isters of Chriat™ (freiew, p. 355). These sre
the faets ] [ tako the liberty once more o
show, not in anger but in decp sorrow, what all
thi~ means, It means:

1. That we are to give up the Bible, as they
are duing, Inono other way vanwe possinly
dowhet they demand, We cannot reengnise
“Bap ist Chureh’ and a0 ¢ Methodist Church,”
exeepi in the teeth of thar Serpture which
kuows The Chareh, Choist’s Chureh, and nothing
el~c. Nurcan we recogmze them as  branches
of the Chareh ™ —unless we eonsent 1o expur-
wite or re-write our Bibles, To please Me.
Banting we are o guarrel with St Pl (Cor,
o121y We reengnize all the baprizel as
members of the bady, bat that is not ¢nough
we are to say that two hundred bodies wre the
sume as fone body,™t

2. That we are to reeognize as of G ool asitna-
tan which they themselees huve ereated. For
it i~ uot God, as they woull have us believe,
who has made these fiets; mwen have made
them; sometimes, no donbt, with pure ntives;
sometimes, I fear, with very mixed motives.
There is no doaht, to tike one fustance, thit
Gol raised up the We-leys, But whenand how
dil the Almighty tell the Wesleyuns to leave
i~ Church and to start a new one?  Why,
We-loy himsell protested to the last against
the very course which they have taken.  They
eomstuntly ask us to do what their foamlers did
Wit and would not do; they warmly resent it
it we simply hold fast 1o the beliefs of the vory
men whose names they bvear. One thing is
certuin: if these facts are of God, then the
Wedleys were fighting meainst Golo No, |
Wink with Baxter that one ot the suddest feu-
tures of schism is that men are =0 rewly 1o
charge it upon God aud make Him  the
autbor of it.”

3. That we are to dv what they themselves
dechne to do. We are to reenemise Dissenting
“Churehes" and ministers as  accomplished
fiets, of God's providential  ordering, when
they themeselves do nothing of the kind. Do
they recogiise as a fact of modera Christendom
that the Pope is  universal Pastor? Do
they recognise Unitarian  congre rations  us
“Clinrchies,” or Unitarian nunisters as minis-
ters ot Christ 2 Certainly not, But why not,
i faets" are o be our guide 7 They do not
becinse they say these * fuets” are against the
Bilde,  Well, that is just what we say about
their taets,

I might easily pursue this subject farther,
but [ think enougl bas been said o show that
the tirst question at issue between Churchman
and Di=senter, whatever it vnce wis, now is s
to the authority of the Bible.  Ldo not foroet
for o moment that there are thousands of Dis
senters who have the warmest love and rever-
ence for the sucred Seriptures—tur in excess of
that of some Churchmen,  But I think tho
time hax come to point out that theiv leaders—
or some of them—make no scruple of throwing
Holy Writ aside as antiquated —it was ** writ-
ten so long ago—when it condens their posi-
tion,  Much was said at Lucerne, for which we
may be thankiul,  But 1 contess that it has
heen u shock wnd o distress 1o me to tind that
good and caruest men like those whom | have
cited do not hesitate to kick the Bible down
stairs when it contradicts their conclusions, |
wits (qutte prepared for their muking no serious
altempt to meet my Seriptural argument; and
to answer my Bible questions—they remain an-
answered (o this day—Dbut | was nov prepared
to hear the inspirstion of the Scriptures aet
aside for the inspiration of the seets,

RITUALISM AND ROMANISM,

A word may be said as to the alleged connee-
tion hetween Ritualism and Romnunism, 11 they
be cause el eftect; ax some would have us be-
lieve, how is it that while ** Ritualism ™ o the
Church of Englind has been advancing by eaps
and bounds Romanism has been steadly going
buel.

Father Lelley, 0.8, A+ Sub-Prior of the
Augustinian Convent at Cork, wrote three years
ago to the Catho!ie Tines o letter in which he
suid

“ By the blessing of Gad T have received very
many  eonverts into the Chuvel daring my
saeerdotul caveer, but, strange o suy, especial
Iv in these day< of ritaati=-m, they have been
nearly all from the panks ot the Low Chureh
part of the Estavlishment, Though | ean count
wmongst them several neophytes from the Jow-
ish relivion, b have no High Churehmen,
Pusevite, or Ritualist, aml scarcely a Dissenter
tn ~how,

So Mon-ignor Capel in the Weekly egister for
July, 1560, wrote :1—

“There is no diminution of converts, but they
have recen'ly come, nol so much from the ranks
of Tractarions as from the Low Church, or even
Pre~byteran School.”

Moreover, the sume article in the Quarterly
Leeeieir quoted ubove draws attention (page 55)
tothe taet that Presbyterian Seotland is a better
goil tor Imanism then Riinadistic Eongland,

The Rev. . S Miteliell, preaching in the
Church of the Sacered  Heart, West Houzhton,
ax reported in the Catholic Nows of Aug. 24,
1801, =uid :—

“Aithongh the Charelr gains some learned
men, we mu-t not be under the impression that
we wain ground,  We are tast deereasing, al
it we g on as weare, Rogland will never be
Cathoiic. We don’t wet our children, why
are nur future generations. Thereis some work
done in London, Munchester, Liverpool, and

Neweastle, but not enough, and (oo late for
thousands.  Drink and inditferent parents, and
so o, are only some otthe eauses, 'There are
a hundred thousand ehildren lost now in Eng-
land and Wales,  Duorving the list forty years
we have lost womillion souls. Lot the clergy and
laity work together and reseue poore ehildren,
and there wiil e zome chanee of Focland veturn-
ing to the old fold,

“The Rov. 1, Pawell, of Birelloy, said in the
conrse ofa paper heres bar o Komear Contereney
at Wigan, and repused in the Zabict for Nug,
SIS0, . 200 —

From time to time they recetve b instdowing
sceoants of the opening aonewehnreb,of the baild-
g ola schooL ot the providing ota chareh wath a
new oreanor slained slass window or decarated
statue ; and good Claristians immaedialely con-
eluded that the taith was muking procress, that
trath was enlichtening the Land, el that wore-
turn of England to Go's Chinreh might be look-
ed forward to belore this  generation prssed
away,  But never sinee e weeession ta the
throne ot that abandoned preoaflicate Bhzabeth,
had  the prospects ot the Churell been durker
than at present, The popaliticn of the conutry
was ipereasing nost rapidlyand the new census
showed an inerease of some three millinns, bt
Catholies asked themeselves the question wery
they advancing or reeoding? "They might set
down the monber of Catholies i Fagland as
100 000 or o Licde woeder tive per eent, ol the
total popubation. H, then, their nerease duving
the Iaxt ten yeurs had beenon e par with the
goneral inerease, they wortk v added to thedr
numbers 173000, Bat the melancholy trath
was that i many parts of Boglonl theirnnmbers
were on thedeerease, The rev, gentlenan then
wave lgures showier the eonnparative Hew Fonaes
in Liverpool, Sadtord, Neweasde, Leels and
Westminister.  What were the eanses, and how
were  they to aecount dar the do-s 7 "Fhero
were many eatises, snehoas emigreation and the
decline of immigration trom reland bt the two
main causes were the aversion ol the youngg pron
o marringe, aid apostasy,

The Month for July, 1555, said 5

The Charet of Boclond has sneloed into jtselt,
or, at all events, sucked ow ol their fanihy o
vist number ob the (1) Catholies horoe wd
edicated in thi~ oty Tieoselionl it money,
1= g(%llll'l\’, it PI'\!-'i[(‘ hitve s e |l|)|||1!:|-|'\' aver-
shadowed  wil else, that, other,
thousunds of Catholics have diappeared toty it
orinto the inchiferentione @ teads 1o prosdues,
This wakes exertion., which woull be quite
suflicient joec Cathiolic eountee to prevent leak-
e, yuite insuflicien in Foclnd,

Awin, the Hoath o the wone article, showed
how, sinee ISEL0 the o=t in Buglaond el
lost a millton wiherent =,

solnehow  or

,

To the ssmme cfleet i< the tetimeony of M, K
Peacock, .8, AL writing o thee Faith of our
Fathers ™ tor Novemaer =02 the orzan of the
notorions Guibl ol Rasomers. Hie says o

The Rivmadi=t party in the [0 0ihhshment fing
gone on rapidly geaving trons thoeeday < o the
present it o, we tnagine, ehriees 1o aomao
or other of 1= nmerous torme=, more tian half
the clergy of the Clinrel ot Fozloels Wee helieve.
that the Rualists are one of the main hind
rinees to conversion al lill'ln'vs':nl Lt f iy
trated Churelo News,

[y there i= one trach relating foomen’s eriti-
¢ixmns of one another Likely to bewore promin-
That

the ineonsisteueies of Charelr people recarding

ent than others during Lent it s this:

Lenten observanee- . while pedlp - applaaded
by the out=wle worl bace e oric Liberad spirit,
o in vendivy Jessen e el £ tho-e
who so Jighily regard the poine ples of their
own Church, and can-e oy a0 siecr, ato their
expeuse, bebind their bucke,—North Lust,



