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THE NESTORIANS,or THE LOST TRIBES.
DY ASAHEL GRANT, M.D.

CHar. [V,

Battle-ground of Alexander.—Akra anrd its Scenery.—
Reception by a Koordish Chiefi—Journcy to Ama-
dieh.

OcTonEer 8, 1839.— My slumbers were disturhed
by slight showers of rain which fell in the night.
'I?l'xis proved a fortunate circumstance, ss I was
thus awakened just in time to hear the neighing
of my horse; and secure him, as he was inoving
off under very suspicious circumstances, his halter
having been loosened probably by robbers, who
fled on the outery and pursuit which wes made.-

At dawa of day we mounted, and soon entered
upon an extensive and very level plain, watered
by the Gomela and Hazir, or Chaser rivers, which
we soon after forded a few miles above their jane-
tion. Geographers are agreed that the latter is
the Bumadus, upon which the famous and deci-
sive battle was fought between the legions of Da-
rius and Alexander; and the extent aud situation
of this plain, with its relative distance froin Ar-
bela, whither the Macedonian ariny pursued the
vanquished monarch of Persia, and which gave
name to the battle, scem to denole this as the
probable theatre of that memorable scene of blood
and carnage. Such was the opinion of my friend,
Colonel Sheil, who skiited its northern bounds in
his late tour in Koordistan ; and the opinion re-
ceives support from the use, by the ancient Sy-
sian writers, of the significant name Beth Ganna,
or Beit Germe, “the Place of Bones,” for a dis-
trict which must have been sitvated nearly in this
position ; doubtless from the bleaching skeletons
of the three hundred thousand slaughtered Pec-
sians who ware left on the field. \vhat a fitting’
monument (o the memory of the world’s great
conqueror, < Place of Bones!”

Beth Garme appears to have once contained a
large populution of Nestorian Christians, as it is
mentioned by Amrus and Elias of Damascus, in
connexion with Adiabene and other contignous
places, as one of seven metropolitan bishoprics
whose prelates elected and ordained the patriarch.
The Nestorians are now reduced to a few scatter-
¢d villazes on the notthern border of the distict,
and this fertile plain is still desolated by the ra-
vages of war. Within the last six years, the
Koords of Ravendoos and of Amadieh have suc—
cessively swepl over ity and the present year the
finishiny strake in its desolation has been given by
the Turkish army under the pashas of Mosul and
Bagdad.

The ill-fated inhabitants sought sheller in the
adjacent mountains during each successive storm ;
and, when 1 passcd, a miserable remnant of them
Bad just returned (o repair their dilapidated dwel-
lings, and prepare for approaching winter. In
answer to our inquirics for food, some of them
sabd they had not bread to eat themselves, and
begged us to supply their necessivies, In other
villages, a scanly remnant of their harvest had
been gathered 5 and the straw, which is cul up
fine by threshing instruments having great iron
teeth, was piled in heaps, and covered qver with
earth, like the small conical coal-piis in Ameiica,
to preserve it from the storms.  Near the border
of the pluin, some of the largest cotton I have seen
in the Last was still standing, testifying lo the
exuberant fertility of the soil; bot it is sown so
densely that it cannot attain the size of the cotion
in our eouthern states.

Atout three, r.o., we approached the roman-
tle little town of Akra,imbosomed in gardens and
froit orcharde, which, for beauty, vamiely, and
fertility, are unrivalled even in the East, For a
mile before reaching the town, our path was itn—
howered in arbours of pomegranates, blending
their golden and crimson hues, contrasted with
the rich green olive and the more luscious but
bumble fiz, and interspersed with the peach, apri
cot, plum, and cherry; while the unpretendine
blackberry lined our avenue, and held out its fruit
for me 1o gather while seated upon my saddle.
It was the first feuit of the kind 1 had seen sinee

- leaving the shotes of my native land, and it was
welcomed s a fiiend of my early days, bringing
with it tender recollections of ¢ home, sweel

o

home }*

This delightfe! rural scenery is stiikingly con-
trasted with the bold and bare rocks of the main
range of the Xoordish mountains, that rise abrupt-
ly from the foot of the town, which is ovetlooked
by the now ruined castle, perched upon one of the
nearest and most precipitous cliffs, once their
“rock of defence.”  The castle had just been de-
molished by the Turks, who cariied the rebellious
chief a prisoner to Bagdad, and placed another
Koord of the same ancient family over the dis-
trict of Amadieh. To visit this Chief, and secure
his protection, while in his territory, was the oc-
casion of my visit to Akra, which required about
two days® ride farther than the direct route from
Mosul 10 Amadieh, by the way of Elkosh or De-
hook. But I had noreason to regret (he exten-
sion of my journey.

The pasha welcomed me with ali the politeness
of the most polished Oriental, or, 1 should rather
say, Persian, for he had nothing of the stiff hau-
teur of the Turk. He rose from his carpet as 1
entered the tent, and gave me a seat by his side.
But scarcely had the first compliments been ex-
changed, when he held out his hand for me to feel
his pulse, saying that he had long been ill, and he
regarded my visit as a epecial favour from God;
at the same time tendering me a pressing invita-
tion to remain ‘with him some days. As he spoke
Turkish and Persian fluently, as well as his native
Koordish, 1 found ne difficulty for the want of a
mediun of communication; and we conversed
fraely upn a variety of topics. But, when at
length he spoke of the fallen fortunes of his fami-
ly, which claims descent from (he Abbasside ca-
tiphs of Bagdad, and till recently, as be aflirmed,
had held independent sway over no less than
twelve hundred villages in these mountains, |
could not but regard the topic as one of great
delicacy, especially as what we should say might
be canied by the birds of the air 1o the now do-
minaat authorities, where nothing but evil could
be the result. 1 therefore evaded a direct reply,
and changed the conversation by deserved enco-
miums upon the charms of the scenery by which
we were suitounded ; for this chief was spending
the early part of autumn in his tents, amid the
enchanting gardens | have mentioned, while two
beautiful rivulets murmured through the vales on
cither side. Just then, a fine little son of the
Chief, scarcely eight years of age, came in with
a smiling face, bearing in his hand a large pome-
granate, which he had used asa mark, and per-
forated by a ball fiom his rifle. A suitable pre-
sent was immediately ordered for the young
marksman by the Chief, who appeared much de-
lighted with this proof of his son’s proficiency in
the mosi essential element of a Koord’s education.

Ta handle skilfully the instruments of Jdeath,
and hound fearlessly over the ronghest ground on
their fiery steeds, are the highest accomplishments
with thes: bold mountaineers. Some knowledge
of letters is also acquired by the men of rank,and
there are instances of females learning to read the
Koran. Indeed, the Koords often manifest an in-
quisitiveness for general information that indi-
cates a disposition for improvement truly encou—
raging’; and they may yet prove a most hopeful
class for missionary enterprise. By their Turkish
neighbours, they are often called hy an appella-
tion which signifies ¥ hall Mobammedan,” as if
it was believed that they are less attached to their
religion than the Turks. :

Before | took leave of the Chief, he gave o the
cavuss from Mosul a receipt for my sale delivery
into his hands, with just the same formality as

though I had heen a bale of goods ; and he won'd,

he held equally acconntable for my safety while
in the bourds of his jurisdi~tion ; as he is imme-
diately responsible to the pasha of Mosul. fle
then ordercd a young Koord in attendance to be
ready to accompany me on my departure.

I remained two nights in Akra, and, by invita-
tion, spent the second evening with the local
Turkish Goveraor from Mosul, who had indulged
so freely in brandy, to counteract the deleterious
effects of the bad water, as he alleged, that he was
fast verging upon delirium tremens,  To calm his
perta-hed spirits, he had called together ahont
twenty of the chief citizens, while a skilful mu-
sician had taken the place of David before Saul,
ta dispel the evil spirit by the solt, soothing strains
of the harp. It wag an instrument of seventy-two
strings, (or wires,) of which sixly-four were re-
maining, and the music was altogether harmo-
nious and agreeable. ,

Akra was once the seat of one of tire numerous
schools of the Nestorians ; but the only remains
of this sect in the district are to be found scattered
thiough some twenty or more villages, some of
which 1 afterward visited. Those in the town
have become Chaldeans, (i.e. papists,) and they
and the Jacobite Syrians have cach a church ex-
cavated from the tocks of the mountain. They
scarcely number thitty louscholds in the town,
and onc of their priests told me that he was quite
dependent on his own exertions for snhsistence,
The whole population may amount to two thou~
sand souls. In the district, the Chaldeans are
more numesous (han the Nestorians, Just over
the monnteins, in Zebniri, are a few Nestorian
villages, subject to the Koords. Ou the other side
of the river Zab, which is about ten or twelve
miles (o the east, there are some Chualdean and
Nestorian Christians, subject to the bey of Ra-
vendoos. But il is impossible to gain accurate
statistical information in such a country, without
remaining some time with the people.

Oct. 10,~Before entering the difficull moun-
tains I was ahout to traverse, I sold my last horse ;
and, mounted on a hardy mule which I had hired,
1 set off at sunrise, and for ten or {welve miles
pursued 2 westerly cowse along the foot of the
inain range of mountains. 1 then entered a pass
to the north, which brought me to the river Hazir,
which 1 followed to near its source, a few miles
west of the fortress of Amadich, where [ arrived
on the third day from Akra. The road through
Zeharri is more direct, but it is also more dificult,
and the Koords were not in the most peaceable
mood. .

On the first day from Akra I passed three or
four Nestorian villages, the largest of which had
a population of nearly one thous:n:l souls; also a
village inhabited by Jews speaking the Nestorian
language ; and at night we lodged in a Koordish
hamlet, where the people had a blood-f-ud with
another village through which we passed, aud
which lay insizht. Three men had been killed
from one of them, and only two from the other,
and new the former were trying to make up the
balance by deliberately murdering their neigh-
bours: and thus the quarre! would finally be set-
tled. Ourroad was vough, and our fare comse,
but we had occasion for gratitude that we were
kept in safety.

Amadieh is pleasantly situated in an extensive
opening or undulating plain hetween the moun-
tains, The district is fertile in grain and fruit.
‘The wheat is good and abundant, and the grapes
are among the fiaest | have seen. The rzisins
made from them age an article of export, and are
celebrated as the hest broughtl into Persia, Tha
climate is deemed insalubrious, and successive
wars have made sad havoc amony the unfortunate
population, who greatly nced 2 good and stable
government. . :

The town, or, more propely, the fortress of
Amadieh, issituated on the Jevel summit of a very
precipitous mountain, or mass of rock, which rvises,
asI judged, n(-arlr a thousand feet above the plain,
and, being enlirely insulated and distant from the
surroundinz mountains, it is regarded as quite
impregnable. I ascended by a circuitous and
difficult footpath, and entered the town at two
o’clock, p.mM., Octlober 12th, after answering the
challenge of (he heavy armed soldiers who kept
the gate. ‘The town is garrisoned by Turkish
soldiers, whoze commanding officer is made jm-
medialely responsible to the pasha of Mosul.  The
Koordish chief of the province of Amadieh has
no access to the fortress. Thisis an important
precantionary measure on the part of the Turks,
who, by demolishing the castle at Alkra, and place
ing a foreign garrison in this more important for-
tress in the centre of the district, have completely
put it out of the power of the Xoords to throw off
the Turkish yoke, unless onder some special turn
of forlune.

This will prave a great advantaae to oor pros-
pective labours among the Monntain Nestorjans—
for, so long s there is a responsible contion] ex-
ercised over the I{oords by the Turkish govern.
ment, the way to the independent Nestorian
Christians beyond is entirely open; and hence L
cannot but regard the changes that have taken
place here as peenliarly favourable to the prospect
of extending our labours into that interesting ficid.

The town I found almost depopulated by wars
consequent on the invasion of the Ravendoos
Koords; and of 1000 houses, only two hundred
and fifty are inhabited.



