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THE NESTOR[ANS,mt THIE LOST TRIBES.

DY ASAiIEL GRANT, M.D.

CilÂp. IV.
Batite-grounid ot Alexaiiitmr.-Akra atid iis Scencry.-

]Rcculilioit isy a Koordisab Chier.-Jeurscy te Ama-
dielu.

OcTonr.a 8, 1839.-My sîsîmbers we!e disttirbed

b yslig»i'shotters of rains %tiich féi iin (lie miglit.
Tisisîî)rdved a fortnate ci rcumstotîce, s I %vas

(buis awalcened jîîst in lime ta hear the neighmîg
of îny horsa,ý andt sacura iîim, as lia was inovmng
off lursder ver>' susisicieuis.ciscimstances, lus haltar
Isaving been loosiseel ptobably hy reblscms, %%-lie
lIed on tha osstcry and ptsrsîmit lyhicm was marde.

At ulauvi of deay ive moumîteul, and seon eistered
upen an extensive andu very lovai pilain,, %vatereil
by the Consola andl Ilo7ir, or Clisser rivets, %vbîcb
we s00h afior !orîled a fcw miles above lsceirjiiinc-
tien. Gen «graplîers are agreed Ébat Ille latter îs
(ho Bumailus, upgn wluicli the faîiious and dpci-
rive baille avas fotight hctweî.(n tIhe icgions ul*Dii-
rnos andi Alexander; and! tise axteiît jiud sitsmatiemî
cf titis pîlaiîn, %vitli its relative distanîce frein Ar-
bela, wtiitlier ireî ]5 accdomtisn army pursmaît tise
vanqîiislscd isotiarcis of Pcrsia, and avhiclt gave
nainea ta tho battia, scm to denote (bis as tise
prohatble tiseatre o! tîsat mnîorabie sctie o! binait
andi carnage. Sîtch iae (hoe opinsion o! my fiienîs,
Colonel Sheil, %vlio skiitedu its nortisort boillimîs is
lus late touîr ini Keorulistan ; ansd tise Opinioni re-
ceives supuport frin (lia usr', by tIse aîîcieist S>'-
lien writeis, cf tie significaist niane Belli (Jîrmno
or ileit Germne, "ltise P'lace of B3oucs,' or ala
trict wlîicls must hsava bean situateil orar> Ini titis
position ; doiilitless from the bleaclîhît g ktioscf (ho (lîrea liîsnîred thoiîsand slaiuîctstcred Per-
rziens whn wvure left on (ha fieldl. WVbat a littiliî
monument Io tlic memory of the world's great
conqueror, Il Place or Boes il,

]Beth Garass alspears to liave once containail a
largo piîpulaio ni! Nestorian Clîristians, as it is
raentind hi, Amrtss and Eueas of Daniaseus, ini
connexion %wi(h Ai!iabmîne andîloiser cosîtigsos
Places, mlis 055e cf soven metropolitan bistiolbries
whoqe pretaîtes elacted and cdained tha patriarcîs.
Tise Nestorians are now reduîced ta n few secttter-
ed vittaîras on the nom tiser,, border ef tIse district,
andtis fertile plain is stili desolatad by (lie ra-z
vages of war. Writmin tuie latit six yeais, tisa
Koords or Itavendîoos anl of Amtsdiehitav sc
cessivéiy swept eiver it, andî lita presaent ycar' (ha
flnisqhiîtî stroka ini ils desoiition liais beemi give.n by
thse Tîarkish sîrmy uttier tihe pastias of Moiul and
Bagdad.

The ili-fateti inlsalitsnts souaght sîselter in tire

a'jaCent muitains Iliriiîsg eacisuccessive suornit
anît 'l e t pa.qsed, a îniscrible remnuant cf temr

is jmt roturncdîta( ru-pair their îiitapidated dtwel-
Jigaîlpreasre for appiroacîigwitr i

aoswet to Oumr inquiries l'or foodi, saine of (têt
sailli (by liait nct bread to et thiemselvts, anîd
beged us ta suîpîy (lîcir ntocu'aities, (n ailier
villages, a scamtty trentinant of (hi-ir hsarvest licd
beaul gkflberagt bts ; andi Isle strilw, Whici i:; cuit îsj
fine b>' iisresting ins3itîinents lsaviiîg great trois
teetb,* xvas iiiieît iii iteais, andi covêied etver %visi
earth, like the trnsillcotiical coah-îti:s in Amneict,
te prosierva il flrin (ha storms. Noar tise boiller
oc he lhlalinsomne oftbe largest Cottan I t1iareen
in (ha East wvss still staniling, (catir> iîîg ta tire
exubarent fertitity o! (lic soit ; but it is siîwti s0
depsely tîsat it catîînt attain tise size o! tbe Cettoni
in our Ecuithorîs states.

Abolît (lirce, P.Dî., wc approacîsoîl the roman-
tic littie towmi of Akra,imbosointd in gardens eiu
fruit orchiards, %vtiictî, for beaut>', vaaiety, :itu
fartiiity, are uinrivalieui even in the East, Fjar a
toite hilare reauciiig (ho tawn, or pet~it avais un-
iioerad iii artcuirs o! pomnegranntes, titeniix
thuir goldeîn and] cciîrasan tites, contra.ctiti wiih
(ha riclb greent olive andth le more lîmaciaus brui
hiumble fig, andsî iîîtcrspersodl witb tise jteaci, alaii
cot, pium, anti Cherry ; wtiîa tho îiîîtlretanuiiiî.r
blssckberry linert our avensue, anti lietti ut its [toit
for me Io galber viffle seated ilgmon tny samidle.
lit was (lie tr-t fruit o! tha kinti I ball seen since
laaving the sucres of my' native ]andi, nuit it was
u-etconicd as a foieditof îoy cari' îaîys, bcingimg
witlb it tender recol cctions of clhbine, sweet
borne .1»

This doliglitful rural scenery is stilcingly con-
lrasted withi thc bold and bare rocks of the main
range of the Noordish mouitains, Ébat risc abrupt-
Iy fira the faut of tlle towil, whicbi is overlonkeil
by the nowv ruined! castie, pecbced uipon ont of the
neatrest and most precipitotîs cliffs, once their
"1rock of (Ieeic. Tire castie biai just bürn de-
inolisheil hy the Turks, who c.'nried the rcbellious
chier a prisonier to I3avdad, andI placed anotiier
Raord of the aame encient fanîlily over the dis-
trict of Amadicbi. To visit this Chief, andl sectirc
his protection, while in blis territory, %vas thc oc-
casior) of my visit to Akra, icih requireil about
two day'.' ride fardier than the direct route froin
Mlosul to Amaîlieh, by the w9y of Elkosh or De-
hook. But 1 liad no reliaot te regret (the exten-
Sion of Mny journey.

The ppslîa %Nlcomed me w~itlî aIl 1the politenass
or the moqt pohishCî Oriental, or-, I should rallier
say, Pe(rsian, for lie hail nothing of file stiff hall-
teur of the Turk. Ho rose troin bia carpet as 1
entered the tent, and gave me a seat hy his suie.
litt scarcely liait thse first compliments been ax-
clianged, %%,len lie held out bis hand t'or me to feel
lus pulse, saying that lie ball long been ill, and hie
regariied my visit es a rpecial favour from Geil ;
a, the saine timi. tenilering me a pressing invita-
tion to rejinain -%vith bla soa days. As lie ajînke
TLîlkisli and Persiian flitintly, ais wvt as bis native
Koorilish, I founît ne difficulty for the walit of a
mediumn of communication ; and ivc conversed
fre)y ulin a Varioty of tapics. But, wlion at

entîlie spoke of tire fallen fortunes et bis f.îmi-
ly, which clain's descemît fronh tlie Abbasside ca-

lilis of Bagillad, and titI rcantly, as lie atllrmed,
h,îil belli inulcpendient. sway oiver no0 less (han

twhehunilred villages in these mouintains, 1
could Rat but regard tIhe topie as one of groat
ileliri>', espacially as wlsat wve sbotuld say nîiilmî
be car, tell by thte lîirds of the air Io the now doa-
minnflt authoritips, whare nothing but evil coutl
lie tire resuilt. 1 therefore - vaded a direct reply,
andI changed thie conversation by deserved anco-
ilitas upon thte charms of rte scenary by which
ive woro suirounided ; for this chiief %as spending
the éarly pîart of auturn in ls tents, an'id thse

enhaîmn gardens 1 have mentioned, wlifle tvo
bectutiful rivulets inurmureil through the villes on
iîtler side. Jîîst then, a fine little son of the
Chief, scarrely eight years of age, came in with
P. smmling face, bearing in bis band a largo poma-
izranate, whicttlho had used as a mark, and per-
fîîrated l'y a bail fiom bis rigle. A suitable pre-
sent %vas immeî!iately orlared for the yonng
înarksman hy tis C!iiet, who appeared nuch de-
lihte.d with this proofcf bis son'ls proiiciency in

the mls'% esisential elemnent of a Koorît's edrication.
To hanie skilfully the insatruîments of leatm,

and lîound fearle5sly cirer thea roughest ground on
tîsair Iiery ateedç, are (lie higîmait accoiniplishments
ih tlsesr boitd motntaineers. Saine knowledge

of latters ii alsa acqîîîrcd by the mon of rank,.and
there are in.stances of femnales learniiig to read tha
Korani. Indleed, the Koorîls often manifirat an ini-
quisitivenless for g.preral informnation tîsat indi-
cates a disposition fur improyement truiy encoan-
razin.g; ansd thay may yct prove a mosIt hopeful
clefs for missinary essterpriie. lIy their Turkish

eillurtîe*y are often called hy ant appelle-
tion iilc sig id "liaI! Mobammiedai,'l as if

it wasi hirlicvad that they are less attached'to tîtair
religion (han the Turks.

Before 1 tuait leav of the Chief, lie gave Io the
civass front Masul a receilit for my sale eelivery
into lus bandes, itih just thte saine forrnality os
iltougli 1 hall heen a bala of -ootl&; and lie %vot'd,
lie Iselil eqnally acenrintible ,for n;y safQty whiic
ii tire baur.is of bis jîîr-isuti-tion ; as ha is intme-
itiatcty rcsîsnsiblo ta tlîe psia of Mlosul. lie
ilitrn ordervid a yoîîng Koorîl ici attenidance te bie
reaîly to accompany me on nîy departure.

1 remailled tvo nights in Akra, and, by invita.
tiene spFnt tho second etveming& with fiha local
Tîîrkish Governor from Mosîii, wlso lîod indled
as frePlY ii branldy, ta coîînteract the deleteriouç

oLTrects of the bail wvatir, as lie allieged, tîtat le was
tiler verrIn!e ipon (icliriîînî treinels. To caîni bis
jîcrtu'brd Sphirits, lie hall called together about
twemîlty tif the chijerfitizes, wlsile a shilful mil-
sician lîad talcon thc place of David hi'fore $aul,
ta dispjel tire evil spirit by (ho soft,soisttingctrains
of tIe la.rli. It %vas an itîstrunient ofse;venty-twvo
etrin.t$, (or wird',) cf wlmicb sixtY-folîr were -
maiîîiîw, anîl1 Ille music IWas altofehrf sro
Mious and agreelable. gte ene

Akra was once Élie seat of orre of tihe numernes
scîsools of the Nistorians ; but tlie nnly romains
ni' tIbis spct in thea district aire to be fotinîl scattered
thtougli saime twaenty or nmore villagces) saine of
wlîicis I afterwarl viiteil. Tîtose iii the town
have hecome Clialîteans, (iLe. 1îapists,) andl (bev
z zti- the Jacobite Syrians have tchd a cliurciî ex~-
cav.itoî t'rom the iocks of the ' noustain. Tbey
scarcely ninier ttîiity liauselàollas in (hae totvil,
and aile of tbeir priests toIt me ttat lio was qîsite
îlepeîîdeîst on lus own ozertints fer sîîhsistemice.
The wvîote population may ainouîît te liWe (boit-
sand souls. lu thse district, (lie Cîsaldeasîs are
more animerons tIsai tIse INestoriatn. Jîist avec
the nînîîjnteins, in Zebaîri, are a few iJestorizîs
villages, subject te tice Koords. Oit tlie other Midle
of tire river Zab, wlsicîî is about tati or tweive
mîlrs te the east, tîtere ara saine Clî:ldean and
Nestorian Clîristians, suhjact te the bey o! la-
vendons. But it is impossible te gain siccurata
statistical inîformation in sîsch a couîntry, %vithout
reînîing sorte time witb tIse people.

Oct. 10.-Before entering Ille diffiçlît mots-
tains 1 ivas abouît ta traverse, 1 salît my lest hiorse;
andl, înournted on a hardy mule wlîich I hadl hired,
1 set effeat sîllîrise, anid for teln or (tvalve miles
pîîrsuitc a wvesterly course allng tlle foot of thse
main ratnge cf moîntaiiîs. 1 thoen eiitî,!regl a pwýâ
te the ncîr(l, ivbicl brouglit me to tlie river Hazir,
whicb I folcwied to isear iis source, îî few miles
wýest oaf the fortiess o!f îsîih wlîurc I arrivedl
on the thirl deay front Alita. TIha roaI throî,oh
Zeharri is more direct, but it ia aos moto ilifficulti,
;lnd (lie Koords wcrc net in (lie most peaceablo
moodl.

On tiae irst day frein Ak-ra 1 priseod three or
four Nestnîiaîî villages, tie largest of viltich liait
a population o! near(y one ilîoistn:l sou!k; aise a
village intsabiteil by Jews speakiîsg. the Nestorian
langnage ; and at nighit we lodgeîl in a Koordish

ha.v, ivhero the peopîle had a blod-f.uît with
another village tlîrough %vlîich wc ia.sseit, antd
wlîich Iay in siglît. Tbroe mnî liai! tîcen kllîid
fromn one cf thcm, and Onîy two frin the ctiier,
andt nûw tiho former wverc tryiîg te maka tîp the
balanîce by dolîberately nîurîierinqr tîteir neigît-
heurs: aîîd this the qîmarrel %voulid linally be set-
tlied. Otîrlrai Was reîîglî, andt olîr fore coasse,
but wt had occasion for gratitude thot wcî lyre
kept ini safety.

Amaîlelts pleasan(ly situateil in an extensive
npening or undulatiîg plain hetween tihe morno-
tains. The district is fertile in grain and fruit.
l('lie tt heat ia goord and ahlunî(ant, and (lie grapas
are among tie fiaeqt, t have seen. The raisins
made fromn (hemn are an article o! exp art, and arc
celebratoil as tIhe hast breasght jno Persia. The
climate is doemed insaluibriuts, ansd successive
wars have malle sali havoc among the iinfortuî,ate
popuistion, wlso graatly ned a gcod andi stable
goverument.

The town, or, more propeliy, the fortress or
AmaJieh, is situatoul on% (ha levai sumrmit oral very

precpitous inointan, or nsq of rock, wisch riss,,
as I juîigd, nî*arly a tîsousanti feet aboya the plain,
and, beiing( entirely iîîsulâteî and5 distant frrcn tie
stirrotinîlinZ. moutitains, it la regarîlet as quit@
ha pregnable. 1 ascended by a circuitous and
iiiifcolt footpath, andi entered the towîs et two
o'clocke P.M., Ortober I2th, aftir ansiwering the
challenge of (lie lmaavy arsned soidiars trho k leit
thte gate. ThIe towvil is garrisrcîl by Turkish
soldierti, ivho.4 commnniig attirer is mnade im-
madîateiy remaponsiblr t(otie pasita oflvles i . Thte
Koordi.;h chier of (ho ptrovince o! Amadioh lias
ia access te the fortress. Thtis is ein imîportant

precaîîmonary ineasure on tlle hairt of tlie Titrls,
%vlie, byv d(einolisisin: the castle at Altra, rrid pîse.
ilog a fiareigo garrison in (lais more inipoitiil fer-
tress iin the centre cf the dlistrict, [lave coîapla(elly
psi( it ont cf tire pover cf tlhe Korits te threwv off
the Tîirkisli yoke, utnless untier saine special (main
o! fortune.

Thîis will prove 'a grî"st advantagc ta our pros-
pective labours ameng tlie Mosîntali n-Nesterians-
fuir, sO long- as thora is B responsihle colitiotul exs-
ercîseti oser (ha Koords bl y tisa Tiirkish gavera-
ment, tlie way te the iii(ilcoiident Nastorien
Cliristiamîs beynnd is oîstireiy open ; andl bence j
cannot but reg-ard (ha changes t(bat have taken
lace here as peciliauly favomrahîi te tlie prospet

of exieniîin-, our laîbours into timat iinteresting ficid.
The town 1 foîînd alînotit depopnslaaeil 1)y wars*

cosiseqiient on (ha invasioni of tie Ravendos
Koerd-.t; and of 1000 bouses, only two hutndred
snd tifty are inhabiteti.


