
JOHN GALT, NOVELIST AND EMPIRE-B UILDER

Those in which hoe depicts Scot-
Peasant aud towu life, "The Ayr-

e Legattees, " "Anne of the
iah," "The Steamboat," "The
vOst," aud "The Ei'ntai."e

Ilistorieul novels after the
ion which Sir Walter Scott had
e popular, ''The Spaewife," and
thelan.

Two narratives, iu whieh hoe
ýiie s pictures of ScoGtch and ýEng-
mercantile life with the romance
ul>gration, novels which might be
d guido-books for intendiug set-
i .n the United States and Can-
~Lawrie Todd' and "Bo3gie Cor-

Politic,1 novele or novels of
1 reform, -The Member" and

R adical."
ws have already indicated, G;alt

hie beet in the novols of the firet
e smost original andmost

$,#Juing in bis depiction of the
'Id humnours of the Scotch parish
rough Butit cannot be> said that

IF;faiedin isattenipte in hie-
J fiction. Although inarred by
16 faults, both "The Spaewife"
"Bo)thelan" are interesting and
'cing. The third class of novels,

'mrnau&t books, are iu part a
i nf hie; own experiences, resultn
' own observations iu the world
rnmer>ce aud iu the grotes;que
of Amnerican baecwoods, 111e; iu

p.mnfùl fidlit~y to the actual
novels miglit welI have been

3mm erectiveg to Fennimore
ýr' fasinating but nreal ro-
m of the forest. "Lawrie Todd"
'BogI. Gorbet" are valuabLe

ysad abeorbng fiction bearing

olowd in the path b1seed by

In the fourth field which this reet-
less romancer entered, the sphere of
polities aud social reforin, the en-
Couragement nieted out to, him by the
Publie was nil, and yet bis two short
novels, " The Member" aud "The
R~adical," give an' excellent ides of
the jobbery which prevailed in Eng-
118h Parliameutary circles ini the
'thirties,> and the seething radicaligni
which for a tixue threatened England
with a revolution. "Th, R~adical"
wa5s intended to ho a burlesque, cover-
Îng the agîtators of the day with
ridicule, for GaIt was a professed
Tory. And yet, as lie writes, hoe is
chs.rmed by the arguments which lie
Pute into the mouths of the would-be
reform~era, and ths reader feels that
the Tory author at heart mue;t have
been converted by bis owu eloquence
Iu theSe short works near the close
of MiO carcer, Galt sceme to have re-
gained somnething of the terse aud
vivid power of "The Aunais" and
'The Provost.' Uce had given himslf

froc range in varlous fields, sud it
cannot ho said that lie failed in ny
one of them; it ie; truc that hie failed
diamally to wnpplrt fe h

pubicaionof "The Eutail," but we
believe that ail] of these latter worhe,
which we have just mcntioned, ruiglit
welI stand the test of republication
for tweutieth century readers iu re-
spect to style, variety of incident,
graphie power of description, sud
humnorous delineation of character.

GaIt'is crowning rnit ag a styli&t
ie bis clearness. Although hle F not
elegaut, hoe is never obscure, aud is
usuially forceful. Much of the fôrcee
fuhies of his style à; due to the fact
that lie knows how to adapt hie ]an-
guage to the particular charseter with
great skill Bath "The Aunais" aud
'The ProvoFet" are written lu charse
ter. The Rotvcrend Micah BaIwghidder
:la& a whimisical, precis;e, and yet pic-
piresque style, with juest the requisit-e
~incture 0f theological phrass aud
netaphors culled from the Bibis, a
tyle which. would persuade the very


