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' old plates both cracked, a broken 'cnée knife, a fork with only one

“prong,’and i ‘part of’ a'Sadcer which answeéred for the salt, was all
+ithéitable farnituré the ‘mansion” could afford. The captain seht one
w.of his-crewto’the boat for -thé provision “basket ; aiid to “soothe the
* hardships o’ our ‘situation’(to do” which he left no means untricd,) he
--ordered someé pork-to be'broujght from his own sea-<store, to” anSwer
: as arelish for ‘the potatoes, * Within as short a space of time as could
-'be expcctedy from.a slow moving " girl “washing tliem and a good fire
« cooking - them,"the' potatoes-were” prepared, the pork friéd and- alt
"the other etcéteras for supper ready. = The contents’of Mr, 8.'s bask-
+ et answered ‘the ekpectation’ which might have been forimed of it,
*from the carefill hand who - prepared it < "A pair of cold roast fowels,
ian’ excellent-piece of ham, a loaf of delicidus ‘bread and a bottle of
: brandy':to wash'down ‘the whole, -all ‘Seatly wrapped up in'a cloth
~which'in’ Whiteness-'might rival ‘the snow,’ Jeft us no’ room to com-

«plain of our fare. - View us noi, gentle reader; all ‘prepared.and rea-

' ~dy te commence_operations, ‘and you will ‘agree’with methat the
: whole-picture, ‘(albiet it was' somewhat sombréd with the wréathing
-smoke) forined a picce not totally 'destitute of “interest. . In onhe cov-
ner'sat’a groupe composed of those before mentioned rouiid Mr. 8.'s
.+ provision-basket, In thic centre "of the floor was'placed the’ potatoe
rpot smoking 'hot from the fire, and'fank'd by-‘a’ frying pan’ full of
“pork’ swiming 'in its own fat, and surrounded by a parcel of chubby
“cheek!d’ tirchins,"whase timidity “liad’ been ‘overcome by’ the savory
‘smell of:the méat, doinbly grateful to insophisticated stomachs ; and

swhio‘had “ventuted to crech ‘some ‘distance from their mother’s” side.”

-The back“‘ground -of the’ picture “was ‘made up' of .the patents and
‘elder ‘meinbers of the  party, who' sauntered abont the apartifient—
“moaiy of thém with a ‘hot: potatoe’in one hand "and a morcel of pork
in the othier ;—of each  of*which they took an alterate bite, while
their figures magnified as seen through'the smoky atmosphere of the
‘potatoe- pot ldoked as’ if exhibited in @ phantasmagorical illusion or
thirough the medium’ of a majic lanthorn, = SO
" Custom and necessity go liand in hand in reconciling men’to ‘ex-
isting circtimstances,” “To the captain and his crew it was no Ghusual
thing to be' thrown into-such’a dilemma as that in"which ‘we now
were, Habit of course made it easy for them to bear with their pre-
. sent privations ;-and‘as a succedaneum to the rest, in came necessity
which made it for them endurable because they could not meliorate
tlieir thentsituation by any ehanbge. “Under ‘the influence. of these
twao'powerful causes dn air of cheerfulness began to be diffused over
the whole party; ‘even the ‘captious looking landlord whose visage was
habitually shortened into a-species 'of grin, was now diffused 'over with
a’hypocritical laugh. | He'spoke 'litile but French'; and'thie.rest of
his futnily “seemed* eqaally igorant of ‘every other . language, except
‘that of the eyes, which his ‘daughtérs appeared to understand perfect.
1y.The bld gentleman, {for so he must be termed in this free conntry,

where our gracious. Sovereign; liberally makes ‘every man “an ovwner -

of thie' soil-‘when'he wislies to becothe so;) tade his firstadvances in'a
collogquial forin to*a-son” ‘of- thi¢! Emerald'isle; who sat'perched in ‘the
eoinér'ypon 4 billet 'of fire-wwood ;.with the question, s Vat pait’of de
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