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THE INTERNATIONAL BOAT RACE.
THE DEATH OF RENFORTH,

The great return match between the St. John, or Paris, and
the Tyne crews, rowed on the Kennebecassis, near St. John,
N: B, on the 23rd of last month, had a most tragical termina-
tion. Deep was the interest felt in the result of the contest
between the famous Paris four and the new Tyne crew got up
by Renforth. It was looked upon as a possibility that the St.
John men might win back the laurels of which they were
stripped at Lachine last year, and expectation was high among
their friends. But they have only achieved a technieal victory,
for death ruthlessly stepped into the boat of their opponents
and ended the contest at the first three quarters of a mile upon
the course, when the lithe and sturdy carsmen were only be-
ginning, or should have been beginning to show their mettle,
The sad incident which drove the Tyune boat shoreward is
made the subject of our illustration on another page, and
though most of our readers have doubtless already read in the
newspapers the account of the circumstances attending the
melancholy event, we shall briefly recapitulate them as set
forth in the testimony given at the Coroner's inquest on the
body.

Renforth and his three companions, Kelly, Chambers and
Percy, were up betimes on the morning of Wednesday, the
23rd of August, and breakfasted between half-past four and
five o'clock at their headquarters, the Clarcmont House.  Mr.
Walton, of the Newcastle ¢ Morning Chronicle,” testified to
haviog gon: to Claremont House on the morning of the race,
and to having goue in company with the deceased until twenty-
five minutes past six, when Renforth went of by himself to
take & walk, Walton warning him to be careful, Renforth
was then in very high spirits, as was usual with him just be-
fore arace, He was absent only some twenty minutes when
he returned to his room and there met Kelly, who also testi-
fied, as did the other members of the crew, that before going
into the boat be was cheerful and full of conddence. The
crew went to the boat, and all being in readiness, both sides
responded to the word ¢ Go,” and pulled out bravely. Percy,
of the Tyne crew, said in his evidence -

“ We did not start as quickly as T have seen us start, 1
never saw Renforth looking better than he did at this time.
We losta little at the start, but when we rowed about two
hundred yards we got ap to them and a little bit abead of
them. We were puiling easily and not a bit out of the way.
When we had putled about half a mile we felt the boat run-
ping tremendously to the shore. 1 am bow boat oar, and had
to steer soon after the start. I had to put the helm in Ren-
forth’s favour to fetch the boat away from shore. The helm was
generally kept against Renforth, as be and No. 2 oar were
stronger than the bow oars I saw the Paris crew coming up,

and heard Kelly say, *“ Give us a dozen, Jim.” There was no
response, and we began to think from this and the boat keep-
ing running te shore, that something was wrong. Renforth
seemed to be putting no weight on hisoar. ‘We had gone three
quarters of & mile when I saw Renforth fall back into Kelly's
arms. Kelly then said, ¥ Row ashore,” and we did s0.- When
in the cab Renforth said to me, ¢ Oh, Jim, thisis a bad job.”

I said, * Never mind, we cannot stand against an accident.””

Renforth kept saying, ¢ Jim, don’t let them come near me,”
and kept rubbing his stomach. [ did not think Le wasdan-
gerously ill, but only in one of his §ts.”

It was stated that Renforth though regular in his habits of
life had been subjsct to fits—one witness saying he knew him
to bave bad five in five years. He bad one after the Lachine
race, Kelly said :—

¢ The first quarter of r mile, I think we were leading. Dur-
ing that distauce I said to Renforth, ¢ It's all over.” meaning
the rece was in cur hands, We were then not going nearly as
fast as we are in the habit of going; it was noracing pace. 1
then saw the Paris crew gradually gaining onus.  Ithencall-
ed upon Renforth for a dozen, meaning s succession of quick
strokes, but there was noresponse tomy call. We rowed then,
1 think, for another gnarter of a mile even, when Renforth pot
his head backwards over his shoulders and said, looking at me,
* Harry, Harry, TI've had something ! He then doubled up,
and fell forwards, - I said, * Sit up,; Jim,” when he raised bim-
self, and fell back into my arms. T then said to Percy and
Chambers, ¢ Row ashore as quick as you can.”

Renforth was taken in a cab to his hotel frequently repeat-
ing that he had ¢ had something,” that it was * no fit,” but
that he would * tell them afterwards.” Among his last words
were, ‘‘What willthey think of it in England?and,inallusion
to “his wife, “Oh! Annie!" He foamed very muchat the
mouth, apparently suffering great agony, and despite the medi-
cal aid called in died in au hour and a quarter after he was
brought to the hotel. An inquest was opened the following
morning at half past ten o’clock in the Court Room, 8t John,
Coroner Earle presiding. . Much of. the evidence taken was
irrelevant to the question, being mainly-as to the race and the
rate of speed, most of the witnesses agreeing that the St, John
boat was one or two lengths ahead when Renforth fell.

" A poit mortem examination was held, but the Coroner did not
receive the medical - testimony, as the heart and stomach had
been sent to Boston for analyais on account of a suspicion that
Renforth-might have been tampered with.
ever, stated that the physicians had satisfied themselves that
‘the state of his lungs was such as to _have caused his death.

Neverthcless, the Coroner acted wisely in adjourning the in-’

quest, as the  medical and analytical evidence will thus be
‘taken together, and the last vestige of doubt as to the poor
man’s sudden death will thus in all probability be removed.
The inquest stood adjourned from the 25th until Tuesday last,

Mr. Walton, how-"

We give below s brief account of the life of the deccased 1
© JAMES RENFORTH.

James Renforth, the late-champion® aarsman of England,
was born about the year 1843, at Rapid Banks, Gateshead, near
Nowcastle, - His father, & very athletic man, was by profession
a ferryman, engaged in the works of Messrs, Hawks & Craw-
shay. While quite a young man Renforth entered the Hon,
East India Company's service, and was drafted into the Madms
Fusiliers. With this regiment he remained until the dissolu-
tion of the company and the transfer of the forees to the Home
Gavernment, when he, like many others, obtained his discharge
and returned to England. Soon after he appeared in public
athletic sports, in which he particularly distinguished himaself
as a swimmer. It was not until 1863 that he appenred in any
public bosat race, on which oceasion he was matehed to row the
brothers, Robert and James Boyd, for £30 vach, and won both
matches easily. During the summer of the same year he was
taken to Londou and took part in the Thames regatta, where,
to everybody’s surprise, he beat Percy, who was censidered
Harry Kelly's only rival, He had extraordivary strength.
He would sit down low in his bos ) take the water with a quick,
firm stroke, and round instead of squaring his back as he bent
forward. He was a formidable antagonist, and the sightof bis
broad shoulders, splendidly developed muscles and easy, con-
fident air, generally told iu his favour,

His first race of any note was his decizive contest with
Harry Kelly, the then champion sculler of England, for £200
a side and the championship of the Tyne, the Thames and the
world, which took place at Mortlake, on the Thames, Novem-
ber 17, 1868. A greatdeal depended onthismce, A dificalty
had atisen between Sadler and Kelly respecting the decision
of the referee on their race of the previcous year, which result-
ed in the matter being taken into the courts. A feeling of
distrust among boating men was the consequence, and all
looked forward to this new contest to remove the unpleasant
feeling caused by the results of the last. It was a splendid
race; fairly contested. fairly won, and without an attempt
being made to appeal from the decision of the referese. The
course was from Putney to Mortlake, Renforth winning the
toss and choosing the Middlesex side. After the start the
racers rowed so fast that the referee’s steamer could not keep
up with them, but Renforth was ahead the whole distance,
never giving Kelly the least chance of winning. Renforth
rowiug within himself, and reserving his strength for a rinal
dash if necessary, won with the utmost case, in the extraordi-
nary time of twenty-two minutes and forty seconds. At his
fastest his strokes reached the almost unparallelied number of
ffty to the minute.

The next great match in which Reuforth was engnged was
the champion four-oared race from Mansion House to Scotswood
on the Tyne, November 18, 1859, batween the London erew,
coxwained by Kelly, and the Tyne crew led by himsell, The
Thames crew took the lead by & quarter of a length, but Kan-
forth calling on his men oY Rod Heughbridge, they madoa
spurt and won easily by three lengthy,  The ruee was for £209
a side and the championship, both of which fell to Reaforth’s
men,

Just about & year ago Renforth, accompanivd by Winship,
Taylor and Martin, came out to Canada to row an international
match with the 8t. John crew for the sum of $5,090 and the
championship of the world, The race, as our readers will
remember, came off at Lachine on the 15th of September, and
was won by Renforth’s men by six lengths in $1:10, the course
being six miles.

This race, however, was the means of rowing the sveds of
dissension between Runforth and his crew, despite the signal
trinmph th ¥ had achieved. Prior to their starting from Now.
castle for the St. Lawrence, two boats were sviected from which
they might choose one to row in against the St Joliu crew,
the Dunstan-on-Tyne and the Jarrow-on-Tyne.  Hinforth in.
sisted that the former was his chotee by right, while Taylorue
strongly insisted on having a trial of the other.  Renforth car
ried his point, and they rowed and won in the Dunstan; byt it
wax the germ of great bitterness with Taylor, who, it is said,
strongly denounced it as a pices of ill-nature and overbearing
on the part of their captain,  The quarrei waz not developed,
however, until after they had returned to Eogland, where,
after about three weeks, o general distaption of the crew tonk
place. Following upon this, and in consequence of certain
reports which had come to ‘his cars, Renforth izsued a chal-
lenge offering, with another man whom he shonld find, to row
any pair in the world. This challenge, though conched in
general terins, was rerlly directed against Tayiorand Winship,
and it was at cnce taken up by one of their backers; a Mr.
Blakely, who asked Renforth to name his partner. At that
moment he was unable to name. a partner, but shortly after-
wards he ventured: on Harry Kelly, not knowing whether he
would confirm the arrangement or not.” The ex-champion,
however, came forward, ‘with much ‘manliness, aud at once
signified his readiness to take ~part in the contest. - The arti-
cles of agreement stipulated that the race should Le for £200
a side, and the “conrse to be from the Bigh Level Bridge to
Scotswood Suspension Bridge on the Tyne; on the 16thof
January, 1871..: o o

On the day last named  Taylor aud Winship appeared in
their new . bont at-the appointed spot, and Renforth and Kelly
also came up; amid storms of wind and min, . The pairk
started shortly after ten o'clock in the morning, and by the
guperior address of Kelly and  Renforth they got off first, and
‘maintained the lead the entire distance of four miles, passing
the winning post two hundred yards .in front, and performing
the digtance in twenty-six  minutes and twenty-two seconds:
Asq they were returning to thé home strke-boat an necident
oceurred which not only nearly cost them the race, but their
lives ‘also.  Arriving just opposite some gas works at Rod
Heughbridge, they came in contact with a mags of floating ice
that stretched right dcross the atream; and they came against
the sharp masses with such violence that for a time there was
great danger of thetr. frail bark being sunk. As it was it
turned completely round. .- The accident enablid Taylor and
Winship to get ¢lose up to them, but fortunately, in the nick
of time, they discovered an. opesing in the ice and shot
through, though they subsequently came to grisf through: the
steering, - K

Immediately after the race had been decided, a challenge
was receivod from the 8t. John crew to again test the strongth
/in Canadian waters for £1,000 a sidv, and the championship.

“of the world,” ¢

already acquainted,

With the unfortunate rosults of this mateh our readors are
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“THE 8T. JOHN (PARIS) ORE

In vol. 2, No. 12 of the News (Sept. 17
sketch of the Paris crow. Since the Lnehiu’o Tace on t}
Sept, last, - the erew has not taken part in any in ort e 15t
tests, The challenge which led to the contest on tllmr}{mlt con-
cassis was given immediately’ after the Lachipe !h‘f"mne\.@_
after considerable corresponduonce,  was ncmmt«-d'h{- ‘R“fu’ and,
who, however, from the subscquent breaking up of lgnﬁmh
had to find three new companions to row with him ‘{;llﬁrcw,
turn match was, therefore, apoiled of much of ity i tle re-
and now, from the death of poor Renforth, it has lostnnx urest;
vharacter.  The Parig crew, having truined well for u,?‘,‘h""’
gle, are reported to have been in-splendid muditinnkfmug‘
pull on the 23ed ult. ; and they made exceedingly go lﬂr_thq
on their solitary pull ovir the eourse, having rowed t‘h(:" .tlm"’
distance in 39 minutes and 20 3-5 seconds. whﬂ;' .Mml"
time could have been beaten by the P'yvnesiders \\'ith'l{l»l ot
in bis full vigour, can never now be known, "1‘h<.- vi':i’(!ot;!,
legally with the Paris Crew ; though many nou-folkg t}“i'rlg i
would have been fairer to have © deawn” the race. i

Two of the St Jobn men are natives of New Branewicy
and were born in, or in the peighbourbood of St J('»);‘;, tek,
was born in Ireland, the other in Nova Scotia, oue

Rosgar £urron, Stroke Oar, was boruin the city and ix pow
27 years of age.  About nine years ago he dislinguiahwl.hl’m
self as an carsman ; and in the old Harding with trasty a‘!-m‘
viates he won many victories it bis own Frovipe, nnel ,:O'
in the United States. The great victories of the ll'zsm'm«/ ‘-“.cln.r
bowever, won on the Seine in 1867, where picked ¢rewy ;‘,n'
England, France and Germany were beaten by the \[ 1(?,m
men, from which time they took the title of p,\,;;.v‘,,.’w'i
O the contest here last year we need not speak, and .-qiu.:g {hg‘
date Fulton aud his associates have been preparing for tt
contest of the 23rd ult, s

Groreg Prier, the bow oar, who also rowed at the S
Regatta in 1567, is the oldest of the crew, and npow iu‘hi-
3rd year.  He has had 13 years of experience in matcl row
ing, asd has won many contests.  He isfive feet ton ifichies ir:
height, nnd his rowing weight s 145 b, S

’S.ucm.‘ Hurrox, No. 2 oar of the St John crew, jan native
of Coleraiue, Ireland, and when about three years ol R 1o
New Brunswick with hiz family. He is now tWeniy-siy ﬁ-.«r;
of age, with a boating record of about eight. He Wik No. 0
carsman al the Seine Hegatta in 1867, and had been wénbur;
tumaay local contesta previous to that date,  He jsalbs it :?{-
same height as Price, but weigha five pounds mory. ’

Evran Ross was born in Paresboro, Nova Scotin, and is tiorw
twenty-six vears of age. He i a light-house keeper st the By
Beacon in 8t. John harbour. He commenced ae sn caramg
pine years ugo, and holds the same position that hedid s
Paris, 1e. No 2 oar  Hedr five feet cloven inches in hright
and his racing welght 154 1ba. o

1870,) we gaye a
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THE TYNE CREW,

In our issue of Sept, IT, 1867, we also wave & sketoh of the
Tyne Crew as then constituted,  But they were all, axoept
Renforth, new men whe rowed on the Kennebecassis  Renforth
and his crew had A dispote about their boat at Ly hine fast
vear; and tough Reoforth carcied his point st the raze the
dispute broke ot afresh on their retury to Neweaste, amd
Martin, Taylor and Winship parted company with Hosforth,
the Iatter furming s hew crew with his recont soosintes
Kelly, Chamnbers and Percy.  Renforth hax had several ¢
tusts oo the Tyne during the present year, in all of whih he
was #uccessful,

Hengy Keiry was the first to join Reonforth after the
disruption of the old crew,  He oscupied seat No. 2 in the
Tate race, und recelved his dying ebief in hisarms. Ho is
aative of Fulham, England, abont forty years old, and 8 water.
man by teadel Nearly twenty yearg ago he won the cout and
b of frectom of the Phames in the approntices’ racs, Iy
135% be won the championship of the Thames, whic: tws
yers later wax waon from him by Chambers, his [in.-sun: com-
pasion,  Again in 3265 Kelly won back the chawpionship,
with a heavy glake, from Chambers,  Io muny other contests
hie was victorions and ranks among the foremost sonliers in

Eugland.

Hourat Cusssrns, who pulled No. 2 dn the late ries, was
born st Wallsend, on the Tyne, and is about 27 years of age.
He was stroke oar of the Tyne Champion Crew, which carried
off the prize at the (hames National Regattain 1§68,  H. was
succeceded in this crew by Renforth, after which he deveted
much of his time to teaining, and on the carnest iovita
tion of Renforth joined that gentleman for the recent matehes
on this side of the Atlantic. i

Jamus Prrev, the bow of the Tyae Crew, is the son of a ship
captain; and twenty-cight- years of age. In sporting ecircles
bie first distinguished ‘himself in racing; having won seven!
mnatehes in guecession. - Next 68 a swimmer, and then ns a
rower he achicved some distinction.  Having now to race on
thi Tyne he was matchied sgainst Taylor of the old Tyne
Crewoand defeated. by the latter,  Tu 1367 he regained bis
laurels by defeating. Taylor in a four mile race, and fully
established hix reputation as an oarsman.. Again last yesr
the same two had another mateh and this time Taylor was the
winner,  He has a good physigur and weighs about 150 Mo

Since Renforth's death. the apare. man. of the Crew, Johu
Bright, has been duly enrolled, and the Crew were to have
tried their luck at Halifax during the carnival, their pecaniary
gains going to the benefit of Renforth's widow. | The intention
at least’ was praiseworthy and deserved success, Bright i
quite a young man; he was born near Newcastle, and is a
waterman by {rade. - He was matched ngainsi Kelly in 1868
but thy latter had an casy: victory over him ; nevertheless
Renforth thought him of sufficient “promise’ ta seleet him as
“apare man’ in case of accidents,

SLEEP TALKERS,

-An additional element of fntorest ia presented in hose cises
in. which speaking is_concerned; .the somnambulist either
tatking or henring what is said to others. . Many writers mett-
tion the instance of a naval officer, who was signal livutenant
to. Lord Hood, when the British fleet was watching Toslon.
He sometimos remained on deck eighteen or twenty hours sl
a time, watching for signals from the other ‘ghips; he wonld
then retire to his eabin, and fall into & sleep so prafound that
no ordinary voice could wake him; but if the word ¢ signal
was even whispered In his. var, hie was roused, instantly.. D
James Gregory cites the cage of a young. wilitary oflicer, going




