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MysTERIoUs whisperings, according to the
American papers, are heard of the reported matri.
monial slliance between Oscar Wilde and Miss
Hewe, the lovely and far more than ordinarily
accomplished daughter of Mrs. Julia Ward Howe.
No one has forgotten how Mrs. Howe took up
the social club in defense of Oscar ; memory re.
calls her published letter protesting agaiust ridi-
cule of Wilde, and she it is who has had the
wsthetic lad most at her dinner table. If the
report be true—and it seemingly is—what a
charming way Oscar has chosen to exhibit his
appreciation of Mrs. Howe's social labors in his
behalf ¢ Miss Howe has lived abroad with her
mother for years, and when, not long ago, she
took part in private theatricals in the American
Colony in Puris, she created a furore, and the
young Parisians went mad ovet her beauty and
grace.

*
-

Over thirty vears ago, says Fanity Fuir, Bis.
marck was speaking of Englend. *¢ A fine
prople,” he +aid, *‘but goue to fat.” That is
perhaps as biting a metaphor as ever was em.
ployed. The truth of it makes its bitterness.
We u:ed to have muscle enough in our coarse
days, but putfiuess has become the very essence
of the nation's being. If a fit of iil-health attacks
us, the unhealthy padding will all fall away,
and there will be uothing left but a shrivelled
carcase, Other great Powers have taken long
to die, but ours will vanish like the sudden
passing of a dream, Bad political drugs, badl
habits, miz.applied exertions have shaken our
constitution, und we have no strength left to
- stand a shock. Some ol us would give all our
laxury and our toleration and education for just
- one man who dare fight and twenty thousand
who dare follow him. During 1876 Carlyle said
to an wsthete, * You may talk as you likeabout
the Anglo-Saxén. He's stupid ; he doesn’t un.
derstand ert, and the beauty of life, and aweet.
ness and light. But he can fight, sir—he can
- fight.” Foolish man of genius ! unhappy Anglo.
- Saxon!
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It certainly does look as though the powers
that be were determined fo reduce the chance of

- bringing the Egyptian campaign to an honorable

-.close to a minimum. Admiral Seymout's squad.
. ron have made some very excellent turg t prac.
‘tice againat the forts, aud as the lishwan said

of the crow, he has made Arabi Pasha * lave
that, anyhow.”. But what are we to think of a
telegram announcing that in answer to an- ur-
gent request for men to follow up the enewy, a
detachment of the houschold brigade are ordered
to be in readiness to embark. by HWednesday
week.  Had Admiral Seymour Leen supported
Ly a proper military foree, which could have
taken passession of the town immediately it was
evacuated by Arabi's army, the mussacres which
fllowed upon the cessation of the bombard.
ment would in all human probability have been
prevented.  Well may the European residents
of Alexandria ery, ¢ Save me from my friends.”
Even Arabi's protection availid more than tiat
of the fleet’s big guns.
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The Summier numbers of the English illus-
trated papers haye now become quite an ingtitu-
tion, This year's Jllustrated London Netcs is
devoted to a story by Messrs. Besant and Rice,
illustrated a1 the plan of last year by Caton
Woodrille, }iarry Furniss, and others. The il-
lustrations, however, thou_h in artistic concep-
tion worthy of the artists whose names are ap-
pended, seem curionsly ill-adapted to the ctory.
Not only do they not appear to cotiespond with
the text, but the same personages who appear
throughout are represented under as many ditfer-
ent forms as there are pictures, and are nowhere
recognizable as distinct conceptions of any spe.
cial personality.
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As it happens, this same story is one of those
which is remarkably difficult to illustrate. It
is those stories which confine themselves to bare
outline of facts, and leave the filling in of figures
an: scenery to the reader, which have most to
gain from the artist's pencil.  Wheun, however,
the writer presents his tale in a series of finished
word pictures, we need no matter-of-fact illustra-
tion to bring scenes and characters vividly be-
fore the eye of th- imagiuation, Nay, more, in-
famach o x no twa peopic ¢an form exactly the
same imaginary picture from the same descrip-
tion, so it happens that in fact the illustrations
in such » case widely break in upoun our con-
ceived ideas, and mar the effect of the author's
work, We have our picture, the artist has his,
each no doubt correct in its own way, but they
do not bear placing side by side. The sugges-
tion of new ideas only serves to confuse our per-
ceptions of the old, andin the struggle to recog-
nize what is true in each, the character we are
trying to realize becomes unreal, the landscape
fades into blue inist, the reality becomes as a
dream.
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It is from a similar association of ideas that
Shakespeare is for the most part nusatisfactory
upon the stage. Unsatisfactory, that is, to the
student who knows somewhat of the innigirit of
the play. itself. No man can read a play of
Shakespeare’s intelligently, still less study it,
without instinctively picturing to himsell the
characters which appear in it, Itis a truism to
say that Skakespeare's greatness congists in the
reality of the personages who pras the--»gh his
dramas. ~ We have laughed with Meiiatio, we
have wept with Lear, we have stood with Ham.
let over Ophelia's grave. We have not merely
read of them, we have spoken with them, listen-
ed to them, locked upon them.  When, there-
fore, there steps upon the boards a stranger,
whose words, indeed, are the words of Hamlat,

form we have never seen, whom we know not
a5 we have known for years the man in whose
shoes he stands, what are we to say ? The wor'd
aund the crities say, ‘‘This is a great actor.”
We reply, ** No doubt, but we have no need of
such.. We have known the princely Dane for
years, we have sat at the board with him, we
hive shared his inidnight tramps upon the bat-
tlements while the wind whistled around us<, and
that grizzly shape stalked before us_into the
darkpess. We have known him so long, and
this is not he, but another.”. We caunot bearto
bring our ideu face to face with that of another.
; ) 0’0 ) . :

IN view of the interést which the suhject of
International Copyright is exciting’ in literary
circles at the present time, the publication of
Mr. 8. E. Dawson's psmphiet on Canadian
Copyright, a reprint of his lecture delivered be-

fore the Law School of Bishop's College, is op-
portune a8 well ng interesting. . Me Dawson

tukes coeasion to trace the origin and history of

thaluw of Copyright, and discussos fully the
hnperial Aet,ns well ns the Cavadian Statate
under which our own Copyright is administered,
Mr. Dawson's personnl (f.\'p\'li;‘m‘.(i ‘in the.matter
hing, of course, been great, anid many witl remem.
ber the recent vase of Mark Twuin's ** P'rince
aud Pauper,” which he endeavored, though un-
successfully, to protect sguinst piracy in this
countiy, B
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Nixt week we intend to place more fully bo-
fure our noaders the position of the Copyright
qnestion hero awd in the States.  Reciprocity is
the ttue end which publishers iu this country
huve in virw, and Mr. Dawson recornumends that
the Americans rhould be forced into it by using
their own weapons sgainst them. 1t would re-
sult, ke says, from the adoption of such a plan
thut the works of United States authors would
be reprinted in Cauada very largely, and that
Canadian reprints would pass southwards across
the border with the same facility with which
United States reprints nsw come inte Canadn.
The literature of America is becoming every year
increasingly valuable, and, as the population of
that coutinent iy increasing rapidly, the money
value of copyrights must alse increase at an ac-
celerating rate.  These considerations will no
doubt in time resnlt in an Intetnational Treaty
based upoun rational principlex of a pertanent
and enduring nature.
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The Globs Wimbledon special dated the 14th
At Wimbledon th: weather was fine, and
the shooting of the Canada tesm was very sue-
cessfal to-day.  In the Glen Albyn conters,
Sergt. K. I'. Doyle, of the 53rd Battalion ; Licut.
N. H. Occhard, $th Cavalry Corps, asd N. C.
Mitchell, of the 10th Royal Grenadi rs, won £3
prizes, with a score of 33 points ; e, N. Mor-
rison, of the Governor-G.neral's Foot Guards, in
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the same contest, scored 32 out of a possible 354,
and teok £2 prize.  Io the first of the Windmill
Series, N. B. A. prizes, of 200 yards, Lieut.
Mitchell, 32ad Battalion ; Licut. Orchard, of
the {th Cavalry, and Capt. W. H. More, 25th
Battalion, took £2 each, with a score of 30
points. In the contest for the Martin's Chal.
lenge Cup, given by the National Rifle Associa-
tion in acksowledgment of the liberal support it
has recvived for many years from the late Sir
William Martin, the competition for which is
limited to efficient volunteers ; distance, 600
yands, seven shots, Segeant E. A. Smith, of the
71st Battalion, scorrd 30 points and secured & £2
prize ; Lient. Maclonald, of the Wellington
Field Battery, with ascore of 29, also took a £2
prize in this contest. In addition to the five
members of the team whose names were cabled
yestenday as having secured places in the
Queen's 300, Sergeant Wilson, of the 33rd Bat-
talion, also made a score which Lrooght him
within the first 300, Canada will thas be repro-
sented in the contest for the sixty silver badges
which entitles the hold-rs to take part in the
final competition for the much coveted Queen’s
prize and gold medal and badge of the Associa-
tion by six members of her team.  Lient. 1. .
Chamberlain, of the 42:d Buttalion, who failed
to getinto the 300, secuted u £2 money prize in
this contest.

WATERING . PLACE FLIRTATIONS,

When society leaves its winter-qnartors

but whose voice we have never hear: wi. .  ud repairs to Newpori, Orchard Beach or

Cacouna, the ordinary aspect of fushion-
able life does no% secm to undergo any
very important changes. ’

There is the same succession of drives
and dioners, balla and receptions, which
made up: the record of the season in town.
A difference in the surroundings and the
meeting with new faces lend for a while
a pew color to the old round of gaietios,
but in all essentials it appears to be en-
tirely unchanged.

One - difference does exist, howuever,
which is positive in its character and far-
reaching in its immaediate results. '
- Everybody regarda " their ‘summer so-
jonrn at a watering place in the light of a
holiday. A large number enjoy perhaps
as much rest and recreation in the winter
a8 they do . in summer ; and the life of
many 4 one among them, doubtless; is a
holiday which naver ends. RBut even
thess porsist in looking upon the summer

‘Ainie:ak a series of gala days which shall

bo roscued in some way from the dullang:
conventional character of ordinary pxiq.
ence, e : AL

If theso thoughts find hospitality, o
they do, among thoss with old heads 1y,
the sober feelings whiclh come with age, it
is rearcely to bo wondered ab that they
are vnthusiastically held to by the youny
mon. and the young women of socim;f
Many of . them are freshly from school gor
college, and this stmer time is indeed 3
veritable holiday with them.  They seck
at once to seeunre overy priviloge p(;:‘%xihh_\,
under the new  condition of freedon,,
They dance v grent deal more and w e
deal later than is good for them. They et
late suppers.  They take lunyg and fu.
tiguing drives. ‘They make up pie nies,
excursisng and expeditions of all kinds,
In fact, they pursue pleasure with a per.
sistoncy which suggeste the six duy per
formance of pedestrinps at  the Vietoria
Rink. Aund in the course of these diver.
sions and amusemeonts, a freedom, an uy.
conventionality and a constancy of soeiul
intercourse are ealablished betweeny the
sexes which would be condewuned by our
wnoetiquette, if 10 were properly o
forced, mml is a source of amazement, 1§
not of Lerror o our transatlantie triends
who visit us during the suminer mootl:,
But fathers, mothers, chaperones, charit.
ably recurring to the dden that the youne
peop'e us well ax thews dves ara enjoy r\'
8 holiday, fail to object as promptly s
they woul-l do in tuwn anlin the winuy

i

{ season, and allow moonbight drives, pias

firtations, aud like proceedingx to pis
withoot comment.

This all wrong, and mothers qnd
chaperones never properly appreciate it
impropriety antil some natural, bhut wn
tir Iy objectinnable,  result reachied,
And ther, when an impradent soarag
or worse still, an elopement ocenrs, they
condemn  themselves for their Hindness
ated Juek of proper care,

Mothers, keep a constant but kindiy
surveillance  over your daughters, 0
course, when they are so active and La-v
with their dancing, and their dozen vther
il reut  diversions, the  surveillance i
mrintained with ditliculty. It is muclh
easier and more pleazant to chal wnth
your frirnds in some secluded nook, or v
play. n quiet game of whist.  Hut thew
temptations should be courngeously e
sated,

In the first place, persuade your charges
to take more rest and make of their hols
day more & ‘time for recreation than for
fashionable gaieties.  This will not «nly
contribiute to their health, Lur will aleo
diminish your duties to an appreciihle
extent. When you have done this you
will be better ubitn to take care that the
delightful téte-h-tétes  in conrervatories,
and ajong the dimly:lit pluzzas are no
prolonged boyond their proper length,
and that they arc at an appropriate tims
interrupted- in a gentle and natural man.
ner. ‘ '

Above all, be careful Vhat you know
something about the people to wham yon
allow your daughters to be introdueed
There are many acquaintances to be met
with st summer resorts and wataring
places who may be spoken to casually,
when it would altogether be improper 1
join in dancing or on extended excur
sions, '

In the first placs, always remember
this: That although Lord This and Count
Something Else may wander through
threo volumes novel under the ordinary de-
signation of Mr. Smith or Mr, Jones s unid
although the daily papers oceasionally
cite such cases in real life, it is much
more iv secordance with ordinary human
nature to find Mr. Swmith or My Jon-s
elbowing his way - through society und.r
one of the pratentious titles referred to.
It is no doubt very poetical for a lover to
win his bride with nothing but hia natural
advantages, and then .announce himself
to be the Lord of Burleigh. But it s
much more frequent for a lover in these
days to announce himself as the Loril cf
Burleigh, and having won' hie bride, to
inform hia father-in-law that his natural
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advantages ars all that ho possceses.




