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| A GEOLOGICAL MADRIGAL.
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BY BRET HARTE.

(After Shenatons.)

~T have found ont a gift for my falr,
T 1 know where the fossila sbownd,
Whers the footpriots of . Aves dectare
< "The birds that ance:-wilked an the ground ;
O ene, and~~in teahbical spoceh—
Weo'll salk this Devonian shore,
Or 6n some Sitorian beach’
We'll wonder, my love, evermore.

1 'will show you the sinuous track
By thealow.moving sunelld innde,
OrtheTrilobite that, further back,
Tu the old Potsdam sandstons wos lald,
Thou shalt gee, 1u his Jurassio tomb,
The Plesiosurus embulined ;
“1n his Qolitia prime and his oo
Igunnodun safe uad ushirmed !

You wished—1 remember it well,
And [ loved you the more for that wish—
For n perfoct Cyatistidian shell :
And a whole halooephalio Baxiy,
Aud O 1if earth’s stratam contains
Tu itx lowest Silurian drift,
Qr Palurczola remnlus
The same—"tis 3 our lover's free gift !

Then cotne, Jove, and never saay nay,
Hut enlw all your maidenly fenra,
Wi'lh nole, Jove, 1o one *ummer's day,
The renord ot millioes of years ;

And though the Darwinian plana
Your sensitive foslings may shork,

We'll find the beginning of man.—
Our fossiit aucestors in rock,
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THE RAILWAY ACROSS THE ICE.

IvavGrRATION DAY,

The thirty-first day of January, 1850, will
henceforth be known as nanguration Day,
Sneh-was the name conferred on it by (e
prewmoters of  the trip from Horhe}aéa to
Louguenil, which took place) on thut wventful
morning. - On the previeus day, a trial trip was
madr, but - as the engine did not] actunlly cross
fram wide tu side, those who' were present op
the second oceasion can boast of Laving been
the first 16 cross in a train the ice of 3 Canadian
tiver, At eleven a'clock on that memorable
worning, the Montreal shore was lined with
rpielitore among whouwi wen: some whose heart
fntled theru, diterally at the eleventh bour ; some
there were whose loving wives would l':utl;z'r c:-n;
dure their tyransy a few years more to discover
ing for the hest thme, on s tambstone, the virtues
of their Hege lord who had been drmvn«_d.;,;,[-
athers there were who e not L:(.-ing to rl~k
thetr hives **with a pack of fusls™: gaid fools
represeating the brain and taleut of the country,
ViZ., slatesinen, contractors lawvers; werchants
and Jast bat not Jeast the selitsace :
reporters,ever ready forsnything from a weddin 4
Lo avtexeention or a deowusing-minteh. AL
st the S Pasgmian ™ gave a suort amt started
with two: earbenls “of diving freight, steaming
atolg at the rate of twenty miles an hour and
stopping haif wuy in- order to be ** tukan ™ by
sumiersits phiotographiers,  Then took place n
lively serambile for front places, xo muny modest-
ly thinking that their intellectual traits should

compitiiesd—history repeats itself )ik Greorge
Srephensen’s first locomutive, - by nnmerous
vehicles.  Longueuil’ was reached amidst the
boomiug of gung and the chéers of the natives H
then follawed an adjsurnment to the freight
shedd, where chasupagre was drank and spwcj\es
were tuade,  * fizz " being a component part of
bothoTha fature historian will tike to loarn how
the suceesslul erossing of ‘the fce was accom:
prished wnder the  auspices of a true  Llue
government, how such a thing could never have
happenat, well, hardly ever,without the National
Policy, how this stupendons undertaking pat
o De Lesseps’ Suez Canal in the- shade, what
- righty ‘motors: the. fron horse and. lis  com-
pauion - the donkey.engine . were, Let ug
also hand down .to posterity the enthusiasts
‘wha “said the " whole thing  was A nice
undertaking.” :

‘s

town,. disnppointing the many friends they had
remeinbered in theiv wills previous to starting,
and no doubt many others \\'Low’nmués th

owitted in that interesting document.

[

Her,

Then will: the . prolilem

~ont . to- his Charon. *‘ Quid times 1 Cavsaren

seould-get vieh without it,
- Cusargoes over jew!

' he

AN in tbe nighis of winter,
When tho cold north: winds How

Aud the lond enlls'of habitant

Are heard nmbd the snow s

Witen the festal boiwlis emptied,

Aud the © id " howls whea b’ ]
Whaon the lads are tadking ** taffy,”
Ta the girle who'te eatahlog béanx ¢
With dthiking and:with mughter
Wil bo the story-told, . '
‘How well'we crdsned the &

In' the Lrave days of ol

ne

: | great advantage to our carrying trade generally,

fieingarmyof |

bo trangwitted 1o posterity. The tmin was ac.’

There iy nothing mare to'1ecord
than that the whole party returned safely to

ey had

< The Hon:'J. - AL Chapleiu; and a few otlers,’
then orosend by boat to e Roade and were ex-
pluined. the proposed scheme of keeping the

annel of the river open during the whole
win of - winter
nivigation be selved. and  then  there will be
-nothidg left forus to do Lut to patiently await
_Alie Llessed milleninm,  when the® laniferous
" and loonine quadrupeds will lie fogether.: As

the Hon. Premier was ctossing, a- scribe. called

vehis 1" whicl, freely. translated for the benefit
of those who have notlearned Latin because they
means ** \What times !
" . L

Speakifnyg seriously thii uhdcr{akihg is one of
the most remarkable of the day, reflecting the

highest credit on the. energy of the managers
nnd the skill of the engineers. It will prove of

ospecintly to the South-Eustern Railway which
has taken the daringivitiative, and to which we-
wish every success, ~ The five gentlemen. whose
portraits. we publish to-doy are directors of a
company intended to continue this enterprise
during winter, and & new mode of crossing rail-
way cars snd carriages over ferries during the
summet. - Wemay aldd that the wines and re-
freshments snpplied at the elegant Innch at
Longnenil, on the opening day, were furnished
by Mr. Isidore ‘Durocher, the well-known pro-
prietor of the Richeliew Hotel, :
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GEMS FROM AMERICAN
POETS. )

Pouetry ;abides in the beautiful mansiona of
inngination, crowned with tuirets which glitter
in the rays of resplendent thought.  1¢ lifts the
soul abwve the dross of every.day life to a kind
of us it were celestial sphere. There is a sub-
limity in its surronudings, a f3gcinstion in its
garh, an earnest plensure in ity study. When
wraried from traversing through a desert of dry
fuets - how eagerly do we seek for an oasis of
povtry to regale the mind. Prose persuades,
convinces, ssays; poetry charms, captivates,
enamonts.  The former lays siege to the head,
while the latter appeals to the heart and trium-
phantly sways every affection.  The Awmerican
people are particularly a people of imagination
aml a theme of sopg they readily find. They
possess much of the keen and brilliant wit of
the Irish, ‘together with their wide and tender
sympathies. “That a unational American liter-
alure is growing fast into existence is visible in
every page of leading American magazines.
True their literature is said to be ouly yetin its
infaney, bat its birth has been so promising
and its approaching knickerbocker period ac-
cented with such vigour that we can with surety
look for a stalwart manhood. Yes, the future
of literature in the American republic isencireled
with ravs of glowing promise, Already able
pens are touching the great problems of humanity
in prose, and river and mountain are paving
tribute in painting to the great soverviguty of
verss,  OF all Aterican poenis the ¢ Legend of
Hiawatha' and the ¢ Biglow Papers,” are the
mest original.  These are indigenous and deal
with matters in which the Englishman and the
stranget - cavnot interneddle. - Owut of the
several hondreds of writers of American. verse
Bryant aud Longlellow, Edgar Allan Poe, Dr.
Holnies and Loweil embody ‘in thewmselves the
charctenstics of * all the others. In-an old
almunae of the vear 1808 sppears the cntry
“son borny” This was the entry which marked
the birthof Oliver Wendell Holmes, one of the
most witty, original and brilliant writers of the
present Jday. 1t may be sald that no other
American peet. embedies in-his works so many
of the American “characteristies or scts ofl
American genius to so good an advantage. He
is a graduate of Harvand Cellege and has for inany
vears been a medieal lecturer-in that institu-
tion. " Iu fact Dr. Wendell Holnies is equally as
swilful with the microscope and sealpel as he s
insetting brilliant thoughts in prose ‘or verse.
His lyries snehoag Union and Lideriy, Old Iron-
sf fes, Weleome to the Natiuns, ete., are among
the most-spirited and beautifal ju the language;
and his kumorous poems such as The Une-Ioss
Shan, My Adwnt, éte., have an’irresistible quaint-
ness and - drollery combined with that tender
and kindly feeling which is always-a character-
istie of trne humour, “Some of his happiest
efforts are the poems written for class re-unions
and other special oceasions. Of these The Boys,
and Bill and Joe, are good examples: His poem,
reud b the Moore centenary celebration in
Boston last year, was most exquisite” and
wirvered forth in every line the geniality of his
tender and sympathetic héart, 17 poetry: sways
the heart Dr; ‘Holmes rules that realm with a
despotic seeptre.-- How beautifully and crystal-
like lie touches the finpulse of the heart in that
portion of the centenary ode where he says ==
Al pussion ean glow ‘mid s pah\éo'a splendour;

T'he cage docs vot aller 1he song of the bind,

And the éurtain of #i1% has kpown whispers aa tender
As ever the blossoming bmﬂhoru_hu henrd.

A4 FEW

No foar fest the stepa of the soft-slippered (Giraces: . :
Shoenld fright the young Loves from their warm litila
For ';{;‘:Lhmrt of queen, under jeivels nnd lnces,
Heata time with the pulsq in the peasant girt's hreast.
Yes, the song of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes
ripples along through smiles and tears.  His
rosy fiolds of seventy years bloom now with the
freshness " of “a dewy ‘morn.” ~ Fmerson. sayy
¢ Nature i3 full of freaks and now puts an old
head én young shoulders, and -then a” young
lieart beating under four score winters.”  How
L]
although he is alreac
are marked with all t
pered with the influence of ‘mature yenrs,

raya of Hope, Liove and Faith
ot the follawingg sem < et 00
S50 iipes ouly Hopeof all that eliugs

truly this may Le applied”to-Dr. Halmes, for
{' seventy his latest poems
e vivacity of youth, tem-
That
dr;-Holmes possesses & highly idealistic nature
and deiuks i inspivation through thelife of the
L wounl, is visible in his poem A fter the Five.
ight up each line

The

*Dr. Holmes is not only one of the wittiest, but
‘alsoone of the wisest of our writers, -His works,
particularly his prose works, present a succes-
sion of the most brilliant an original thoughts
which fill the mind of the reader with ever-re-
curring wonder and delight. The best of his
prose works is the series of papers contributed
to the Atlantic Monthly under the title of The
Autieral of the Breakfast Tnble, which may
be justly considered as one of the great prose.
epics of the present century. These- were fol-
lowrd by The Professor at the Breakfast Table,
‘Elsic Venner, The Guardian dAngel, and The
Poet al the Breakfast Table. In poetry one of
his best pieces and one too which exhibits some
of his best qualities is his **Old Punch Bowl.”
What quaint humour peeps through the follow-
ing extract where Dr. Holmes speaks of the

antiquity and purchasing of the ‘“ Old Puanch

Bowl"" :— . ‘

' But changiog Lauds it reached at length a Paritan
divive :

Who used to follow. Timothy and take a little wine,
It hated punch and prelacy ; aod so it was perhaps,
He went to Leyden whers he found conventicles and
schoapa.” -
Dr. Holmes had much to do with the christ-
ening of that very able iiterary magazine The
Atlantic Monthly. e was ane of the first con-
trilnitors to its pages, and since its establishment
in 1857, his genius hassparkled in the columns
of many a nwnber. Last December 3rd, beheld
& brilliant assemblage of American prose and
poet writers convene at the Bruuswick Hotel in
Boston, at the invitation of the publishers of
the Adlantic’ Monthly, to celebrate the three
score and tenth anniversary of The Autocrat of
the Breakfast Table. It teok the shape of a
Lreakfast and a fitting title for the union of so
many who had so oft diued at Dr. Holmes' rich
literary Breakfast Table. From thesentimnents
proposed, the speeches made, and the poems
read, it may be well said that Dr. Holmes reigns
as an autoerat in the hearts of. the American
people. Nor is this to be wondered at for his
happy task has ever been to gladden the hearts
of Lis fellow-men. This is best expressed in
his own poem entitled 7he Iron Gate where he
S8y 1
I come not here your moroing bour to sadden,
A limping pilgrim Jeaning ov his staff—
1. who have never deemed it sin to gladden
Tuis vale of sorrows with 3 wholesome laugh.
How bLeautifully Mr. Stinter, of New York
perirayved the versatile genins of Dr. Holmes in
sutig where he said in his poem
That song has lecked with rosy gold
The sails thet fads o’er Funey's sea;
Returned our storied days of old;
Presuged our glorious 1ife to be;
And wany & sorrowing hieart consoled
In grief untold.
The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table is now
three score and ten. May the diamond spray
of bis ri]r‘ding song yet bathe the rosy fields of
a hundred years!
** True bard, true soul, true wan, trae fdend,
Oh 't gently on that reverend head
The snoivs of wintry age descond ;
The shades of mortal night be shed !
Peucr gulie nud guard bim to the emi, .
Aud God defend !” ;
Belleville, Ont.
S

CLERICAL PLAGIARISM.

Let me tell you two original stories manching
the above topie, . Some years agna pailic dinner
was given at B——, In Statlordshire, cvle-
brate the anniversary of an irn-tizacion ot which
I was seeretars.  To make th= imterest as wide
as possible Tinvited speakers W ali the prineipal
churches.  The great speech of the évening was
made by the Rev, B——rn (",ongwgutinna!is.t
minister. Fancying that | had read something
like it I went home and luckily opened a
recently published ~volume of Dr. Guthrie's
sermons where 1 found the very speech to which
I had just listenéd ! 1t had. been giveu almost
cerbatim, the last part exactly so. 1 showed the
chairman the sermon and he stared, 1 showed
it to the reporters and they winked wickedly :
a friend then showed it to the plagiarist while
his blushing oratorical honours were thick and
fresh upon him, ‘and he collapsed utterly and
soon had to leave the town in very shame. ;

Not many years ago [ stoad in Coates’ auction
room,. Toronto, at # book sale.  Behind e
stood. the Rev. ——, who was incharge of a
large Wesleyan church there, - South’s sermons
were pur up and the reverend gentleman tapped
wmy shoulder and asked, ** Who was South £ 1
told him and advised him to bid or I would take
the volumes myself. He bought these books

T, O'HAcAN.

to take the electricity direot from the battery.

strove 1o catch him. " He wasa flea,

© ' HUMOROUS.
A coLp s‘nup'—An icy a.hsﬁér.
. No kissing by telephone. for us,

We prefer
. 'Sur wag plump and beautiful, and he wny !
wildly fond of ‘hier. *. She buted: bim, but, woman-like,

Tur, Chinese are fond of serial ‘storiss, but one ..
whick ‘does not run at least twenty-years is looked upomn.

;fu a great litevary failure.’ All ‘storiés are paid by the
wit,

It was a- delicate piece of sarcasm in-the
boarder who sent his landlady: last evening a razor.
neatly 1 I in & hauod silk Jined ease; . au:t
labelled * Botter-knife,” e

Ax old woman who has pasted. nearly five
thousand medical recipes in a book daring the past forty
yesrs bus never been sick a day in har life; und she:is
growing discouraged. Some people are born to iil-luck, "
she says. .

“ ALADY entering an omnibus or street-cav
should bow slightly to the other passengers,” says a re-
cent authority on etiquette. In order to secure theob-
servance ot this point, the driver abeuld start the horses
alittle before the ludy is seated. ’

CosMopORE VANDEEBILT ouce visited a
apiritoal medium, who began business by saying :
*Your first wife wishes to commanioats with yua.”
‘“ Porhaps 80,”" said the commodore, abruptly, “'but that
is not what I came hare for."’

Ax old lady wearing a pair of green gogules
atepped on the Bacramento train at South Valtlegn, Caii-
foroir, and koocked at the ciardeor, aud actualiy waited
i1t it was opened on the intide by a paassenger. For con-
sammate politeness this has no parallel. !

A GENTLEMAN observing a sérvant-girl, who
was left-banded, place the knives and furks ou the din-
mer-table in the same askward posiiion, remarked to
her that she was laying them left-handed. *“Onf in-
dade 1" gaid she, 40 [ have! Be pleased, air, to belp
meturn the table areund 1"’

WE have heard a young lady scream, when
her little brother threw his arms about her neck and say
it * tickled her almost to death,” but we bave. seen g
great big fellow throw his arms about the same younyg
lady’'s neck, aud yet she never complained, except when
he removed his arms. This i3 one of the miss tewla
tuings of life. :

BRELOGQUES POUR DAMES.

LEAP yeag doesn’t amount to much-—~the men
are 80 COY,

BEAUTY is net & necessity, but *“it's just too
pretiy for anything,” as the glrls say.

Tae Butlalo Cuawrfer asks: *° How "would
fashionable ladies like to be angele aud wear oid-
fushioned thinget”

A POET s: ¢ Oh, she was fuir, but
1eft traces thers”" What became of the rest of
pess he don’t state.

How does courtship look ? 2
iooks 1 that i3 bow it looks.  What is it like ' &Y
amd he aighs—that is about tha sighs ut it
A WEesTeRN editor says nae Lg is worth a
dozen love-jetters, and they ‘oayzot be jutroducad as
evidence in a breach of promise soit eithsr.

A Youse man in Dridgeport, Va., thus an-
swered an invitation fromn lady to atead a leap veur
party : ' Deer Miss, yours reserved —1 tumblel”?

Turre are many hard tasks set for women-in
this world, bot few of whiieh they tind it inipus
perform, Stili there never wasa woman swho could Keep
a fur-iiced ciroular from flying open and shuowing the
far,

To a youwng person  who signs himsoi!
~ Beanty's Slave,” and wants to kuow ** what willwiy
the esteem Of a girl whom Tmadly love 17ws wonid say
that $1.90 per week will do the busivess if javested in
euudy. . :
THRRE are two Amwrican
who have attained the title of ™y
Lyuvar. forinerly Misi Mary Parsox
Noor, formerly Mary Estber Lee, of New Yorki who was
martied in 1564 to Priace Fredeciek, brother of tha
Queen of Dwomark, Ste is addressed as ** yourhigh-
ness.”’

$.0h, I'm jnst delighted with George ! said
& soft-hearteid nodder o anolder and woese matier ol
fuct brotlier. He's just too sweer for any Tha
Jast time he was here he was so full of fu :
think so, brother 7 *“He wmay buvae ba
sistar, bat e acted mors 10 me s 37 he was ol of heor.”
Tablean.

11 is leap vear, of course, but afier:al
doesn’t look wellto go home alone w1 2 inthe mory

SOIrow
the har-

Cin-Europe
veas,” the Princess
acd the Prineess of
> 1

ug,
1 think of thee,dear William,
And 1loog to hear from you ; -
Send me s missive. won't you, piease,
O, come, aow, billetdenr,
“ Now,  py, our parlour electric lizht is too
bright, and it casts sueh & bluish shade that raally !
don't think iz as good a3 gay used to be; Lean't mad:
erate it as T could the gaa.  Augustu<. can’t either
© Wall, there are some objections to all modara improve-
ments 1 suppuse,” replied the old gentleman. testily

* You needn’t burn it ifyou don't, want to,” irhich was.
Just what she was Hetening for.

STRONG and incantestible as the testimony of thelead- -
ing muical talent of Europe and: Amarica has been 10

aml within the same month I'reaid a-reportof a
seemon preached at — Street Wesleyau Church
1 whieh 1 distinotly identified as & sermon of Dr.
South’s which: was served up-with a slight in-
fusion of Methadism. : .

The preacher had very accurately gauged his
‘auditors by himseif, he had never heard of any
literature ~ further. back than his” own" adult
days except Wesley's, and felt porfectly safe in
passing off South’s work as his owo. As bad
Tuck would haveit a repoiter was present whose
trained car caught. the benuty: of siyle, so very
strange ‘in sueh asplace, and all unconseious
‘whose words he waus veally taking down, he sent a
report to the Torontopressof asermon preached
ina Wesleyan, ehureh in 187, whivh was
£oviginally preached by the elassic Sonth!
The sermons of Liddon 17 know to be very

LA round we never spreads her wings
Love thongh be brenk - his enrthly chain
2 S witspers he will eome ugain:
RBut Faith that aonrs to seek the sky ;
S Kbl teaeh oor Wt feidgod sonle to iy,
And fiad Beyondd the smoke nnd Aawme,
The clondless azare whence they came |7

) getting eaught and exposed.,

o largely drawn upon for tha pulpit of the same

the superiority of the Weber Piane, thara is stiil ware
conciusive evidence, if possible, fu the report ol the Ten-
tenuial award, made by ‘the tour jadges—two fmm
Furepe, one from Boston, nad the 1_nhn:' from New Yuik,
whose reputation, -ability, aud disinterestedness were
beyond utl questivn, These gentlemen, va the four puints

of tone, eqaality, tonch: and: quality. awarded 45 peints.
out af a possible total of 96, the highest award given at- -
the Exhibition. Full particulars are itiven in the jnter::
esting artiole on last page of this eue, E

Guilty er Wrong.

- Some people Mave 8 fashion of confusing ex-
cellent rumedios with the large mass of **patent.

wrong.
fully worth allthat is asked for tl
at Teast, we know of-=1op Bitte:
bae Tl eevasion to wse tie Ritters in
a climate ns we have most of the ye

Fehurel, and some day the plagiarist will be

AR

City, and has always’ found them to.be fiest- .
clasy and” relable, deing all that is

,’l‘m"onto," 25th Junuary, 1880,

| thein,-~Tribune,



