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THOMAS C. KING.

The eminent tragedian whoso
portrait is presented to-day to
the readers of the CÂYADiAN IL-
LeSTRATED NEws carne to the
Dominion three or four weeks
ago without other reconuneuda.
tion than his own superior
merit. His first appearance was
at the Theatre Royal, Montreal,
in the character of le Othello,"
and for the succeeding twelvo
days ho relhearsed the principal
impersonations of Shakespeare,
Bulwer, and Sheridan Knowles.
A remarkable circumstance
about his success in Montreal
is that his audiences iucreased
in size froma evening to even-
ing, until at the tinal perform-
ance of his first engagement the
huoue was crowded to the doors,
and tiere was literally no stand-
ing room. From NMontreal Mr.
King went to Ottawa by invita-
tion, and there, notwithstand-
ing the drawback of Holy Week,
he was receivedith enthu-i-
asml. Memubers of Parliament
flocked to hear him, and the
Govcrnor-Gneticral, whuo.sc repu.
tation as a man of literarv eut-
ture is a prize in himuself, gave
him his hearty patronage. By
general desire Mr. King was
foreed to return to .tMontreal for
another fortnight, and he is
now meeting with the same un-
bounded favour which grete'd
bis tirst visit. He intends visit-
ing iamilton and other Cana-
dian cities.

Mr. T. C, King is'.a native of
Chelitenham, where le was born
in 1822. lie had careely at-
tained manhood when he a-
dopted the stage as a profession.
He hail previously won high
encomiums for bis success in
various amateur performances,
and, encouraged by the flatter-
iug opinions of hi' admirers,
abandoned mercantile pursuits
for the career of an actor. Hav-
ing procured an engagement at
the Theatre Royal, Birming-
bamu, then under the manage-
ment of Mr. Mercer Simpson,
he sustained a number of minor
characters during bis first sea-
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aon with marked succes. His
Incroasing reputation gained for
him the offer of an engagement
for the leading business in the
York 'I'hcatrical Circuit, wher
he soon becamo a great favour.
ite. 'h'ie manager, Mxr. John
Langford Pritchard, fully appre-
ciated the rising genilus of the
young tragedian, whose succegg
in the Shakspeartan and legi.
timate drama at the I'heatres
Royal, York, Leeds, and ulili
wai h1ighly eulogized by the
Yorkshire pres. A very advan.
tageous and lucrative offer fromt
Mr. Win. Murray induced Mr.
King to transfer bis scrvices to
the Edinburgh stage, where his
enintent abilities rendered him
the nost popular tragedian who
had for years paced the boards
of the Edinburgh Theatre. 'i'he
laie Chartes Keau, while play-
ing an engagement in Edin-
burgh, wa$ so forcibly struîck
with the g'rcat abilities of Mr.
King, that he offered hit a
three year' engagement at a
handsomue salary to appear at
the Prinres's Theatre, London.
This otfer was too tempting to
be refused, so after playing a
brief but niost, successful en.
gagement at IGlasgow, Andbid.
ding adieu ta his mayti frilend
in the Sctttish capital, Mr. King
made bis tirst appearance in the
Metropolis at the Princes's
Theatre ln nShakespeare's play
of the 1.Merchant of Venin-e."
The fame lIe ha i won in the
north was fully contirmued by
the verdict of a London audi-
ence, and the press were uinani.
mous in thieir uinqualified praise
of Mr. Kingm performatncesl. lu
1851 Mr. King wa one of the
actore Selected ta appear in the
Stat(, Thea-trical ant NWind&or
Castle, and on the occasion of
the performance of "As Yout
Like it," he' was complimented
by the late Prince Consort, who
expreussd his Ihigh gratificationî
with tthe amirable perforim-
ance o Mr. King,

Mr. King remained two year
ouidr the managemuent of

Charles Kean, wh'iîen le relin-
quished his engagement for a


