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THOMAS" C. KING.

‘The emineut tragedian whose
portrait is preseated to-day to
the readers of the Cavapray Ie-
LeSTRATED NEWS came to the
‘Dominion three or four weeks
ago without other recommenda-
tion" than his own superior
merit. His ficst appearance was
at the Theatre Royal, Montreal,
in' the character of * Othello,”
and for the succeeding twelve
days he rehearsed the principal
impersonations  of Shakespeare,
Balwer, and Sheridan Kunowles.
A rewarkable  circumstance
about his success in- Montreal
is that his audiences increased
in size from ‘evening to even-
ing, nntil at the tinal perform-
ance of his first engagement the
house was crowded to the doors,
and there was fiterally no stand.
ing room. From Moantreal Mc,
King went to Ottawa by iavita-
tion, and there, notwithstand-
ing the drawback of Holy Week,
he was received with cnthusi-
asm, Members of Farliament
flocked to hear him, and the
Governor-General, whose repu.
tation as a man of literary cul-
ture is a prize in himself, gave
him bhis hearty patvonage. By
weneral desire Mr, King was
forced to return to Montreal for
another fortnight, and he is
now meeting with the same nn-
Lounded favour which greeted
his first visit. He intends visit-
ing Hamilton and other Cana-
dian cities.

Mr. T. C. King isa native of
Cheltenham, where he was born
in 1522, He bad scarcely at.
tained manhood when he a-
dopted the stage ns a profussion,
He had previously won bhigh
encomiums for his success in
various amateur performances,
and, encouraged by the flatter-
ing opinions of his admirers,
abandoned mercantile pursuits
for the career of an actor. Hav-
ing procured an engagement at
the Theatre Royal, Birming-
bam, then under the manage-
ment of Mr. Mercer Simpson,
he sustained a number of minor
characters during his first sea-
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incroasing reputation gaineq for
hiwm the offer of an engagement
for the lending business in the
York T'heatrical Clreuit, wherg
he soon became a great favoyr.
ito. ‘The manager, Mr, John
Langford Pritchard, fully apre.
cinted tho rising geniug of thy
young tragedinn, whose suceegs
An the Shakspearian and logi.
timate dramn at the Thenatres
Royal, York, Leeds, and Iy
wad highly eulogized by the
Yorkshire press. A very advan.
tageous nnd lucrative offer frow
Mr. Wm. Murray induced M,
Kinyg to transfer his services {o
the Edinburgh stage, where his
eminent abilities rendered him
the most popular tragedian who
had for yenrs paced the boards
of the Edinburgh Theatre, ‘I'hp
late Charles Kean, while play.
ing ao engagement in Edin-
burgh, was so forcibly struck
with the great abilities of Mr,
King, that he offered him
threo years' engagement at a
handsome salary to appear at
the Princess’s Theatre, London,
This otfer was too tempting to
be refused, so after playing a
brief but most successful en.
gagement nt Glasgow, and bid.
ding adien to his many friends
in the Scottish capital, Mr. King
made his first appearance in the
Metropolis at  the Princess’s
Theatre, in Shakespeare’s play
of the @ Merchant of Venico™
The fame he hat won in the
north. was fully confirmed by
the verdict of a London aundi-
cnce, and the press were unani-
mous in their unqualified praise
of Mr. King's performances. In
1851 Mr. King was one of the
actors sclected to appear in the
State Theatricals at Wind-or
Castle, and on the oceasion of
the performance of ¥ As You
Like it,” he was complimented
by the late Prince Conzort, who
expresseid his high gratification
with the admirable perform.
ance of Mr. King,

Mr, King remained two years
under the management of
Charles Kean, when he relin-
quished his engagement for a

A

UMt
‘qjumn'umhmm: i
WPy
) .,
\

l}fj

Roienthal, De Polignae.




