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very act, they have been spurred with fiesh vigour 1o com-
piete the grand cansl, and to project others, in order to tarn

. the trade of their Western territory trom 1is natural chaauel, the
St Lawrcace. Had our legislature enacted permaneat lavs reg-
;  ulatihg the commercial intercourse between the two couotries,,
+these gigactic uaderakiogs of canals had never been thought

of. \ ,
-The trade bill should have been so framed as to_allow usa
. free tercourse with the States,Jayiog a moderate duty on ali,
articles imported to protect British maoufactures and our far-
mers;”a drawback' equivalent to the duties paid at Quebec
should have been allowed oa all articles exported from hence
* 1o thé States, aud we would {should) have seen our imports of
dutiable artjcles nearly doublein two years. these drawbacks
woull ot hurt the reveoue a penny, (except .as to salt,) sod
our n}‘qgchauts would acquire a great accession of benefit, and
we shiould oot sée our hard specie go out of, the provinces.—,
Qur, exteat of fronticr is;so great, that, I consider it an utter im-
possibility to prevent smuggling; notwithstanding the prohibi-
tion ofall articles not enumerated in the schedules aonexed to
the trade-bill, our stores are fitled with them, and they are hawk-
ed'daily through our streets, to the injury of the reveoues; and
in defiance to all the laws, and even the resolves, of an bonour-
able gentleman against smugglers and smuggling. Of teas alone,
upwaids of ter thousand chests are yearly brought in: the con-
sumptivu of the two provivces is estimated at 12,000 chests,
and only 1846 were 1mported last season. The amount of East
7India and French goods brought in clandestinely .from Boston
.and New-York, exceeds any idea we can form; these ave facts
which aie too well known and can ot be desied. Why ,the
proviaces should vot derive some beoefit from the trade, which,
as T have said, it is impossible to check or prevent, is to me as-
tomshing, and leaves an impression on my mind that these Ue-
fonists have a wish to reduce the revenues so as to force the le-
gislature to have recourse to direct taxation, for the supply of
the waats of the province, and thereby create discontentsto vet.

ify their assertions,

1 consider the trade-act of more serious injury to the provin-
ces aud the merchaats, than of veal benefit; and the upionists
themselves admit of it ; still you will not find aoy one bold e-
pough to come forward and complain publicly of its injustice,
for fear, 1 suppose, of displeasing some one whom they consid-
er a great man.

I fear that T have eocroached too much on your valuable
paper and time X shgll contione the subject when time will
admit. ANTI-COMMERCIAL.,

28th April, 1823,
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