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even in idea place himself in a questionable situa- Again she feit in ber mmd the Carful struggle of
tion. For sone minutes, Sophia %vas irresolutcgood and evii. One moment, she was strongly
which course to pursue. She counted the money warned ta restore the purse; the next, to drop it by

again, and argueil thus-" He may be rich : this the side oC the hcdge, and pretend suddeniy ta dis-
sum may bc nothing to him, while it will save me cover it glittering among the Cern and grabs; and

the painful exposure of my folly. It is not theft once-wbcn the fierce arroiv ofremorse more forci-
for I found it in my path. Eesides, it may not be- bly struck mb ber beart-she Cdl incline, 10 'dash

long to him, after ail, or, if it does, he may not re- the fatal trcasure' et the strangr's feet, snd abas-
member wahen and where he lost it. She dropped don the patl. NVel had it been Cur Sophia bad

the purse inte her pocket, and walked a few paces she yieldcd to the latter suggestion. But the tempt-
for-vard. Her mind misgave ier-conscience loud- er came and ivbispercd, in moeking tones, I mill

ly warned her not to commit so base and dishonest you expose your dishoncsty ivili you submit to tie
an action; her better feelings for a fev moments disgraco oC being cons:dcred a thif, by Ibis stran-

prevailed, and she determined to walk aller the zer-as a lier, by your motber and sister-when
stranger, and restore to him his property. With Mrs. Lawrence mes known your delinquency 1
this intent she drev the purse from her pocket, and Iiov avili you then appear 1 Wbat excuse can you
with it the fatal bill vhich had caused her so much frame to conceal your guiit 1 It is impossiFle te

uneasiness. The sight of it overturncd ail her good retrace your steps-you must plunge boldiy on
resolutions ; thus does one crime ever lead to the i
perpetration of another. " That hateful bill must throuh Sophia's mmd, ehe ected hrr part so aaell,
be paid," she muttercd to herseif. " This money tbat no une couid bave suspccted ber oC sccreting
appears sent to me by Providence to free me from tie purse.
this worse than Egyptian bondage-the conscious- " 1 percive that our searcb is t said Mr.
ness oC debt, without the means of satisfying a cruel Granger, aith the saie sevcrity oC look and man-
and remorseless creditor. The stranger cannot de- ner. Those ivtsa bave detairied it, bave yet
tect me. IIe did not sec me take it up. Gold and ts irans that money su iii gottcn wiii neyer pros-
silver cannot be identified like paper. I will keep per."
it !" Sophia repii d t0 Ibis insinuation ivith an indig.

She thrust the purse hastily into lier bosom, and nant glance, as thougi she astre nul oniy innocent
hurried on-so easily does the tempter beguile the but the iiijurcd party, and avallied proudly eway.
deluded victims that listen to his subtle arguments. The conviction tiat the stranger suspected ier bon-
Sie had not walked far, when, at a turning in the e

lane, she encountered the old gentleman. fflen she reacbed the Abbey, to ber increasin- an-
" Miss Linhope," he said, hastily addressing her noyancc, she passed tie old gentleman again in tho

by name, " I have lost my purse iin this lane. Iavenue. Ile neyer raised islubt, as sbe giided by,
suppose I dropped it in pulling out my handker- but regarded ber a
chief. Have you picked it up 1" Nirs. laztcvood vas absent al a neihbouring

"No, sir," returned Sophia, vith a caimness thatliouse. Sophia left the urder ivith the servant, and
surprised hersclf-" what colour is it '1" returned bore. As abe passed through B-, sho

"Green, vrought vith gold twist, and it contains stepped into the miliiner's, and paid the hall oC the
twenty sovereigns in gold, and three pounds seven biH, prumisisg tbe rest in a fcav aaeeks. %rz.
and sixpence in silver-rather too large a sum for Lawrence ivas ail amiles and loliteness, and Sophia,
me conveniently to lose," said the old gentleman, Cor a fev misutes, feit the intoxication oC spirit
regarding his companion with a peculiarly search- avich soretimes folloma succesaful vickedness.
ing glance. But, from a child, Sophia had been an uc
adept at disguising her feelings; and never had she lyinformed ier motser of tbe resuit oC ber visit t
felt the necessity of practising that speciousness oC the farm, wvien the servant siPPed a note mb ber

look and manner, against vhich her virtuous father hand. As il aas arittet in a very beautiful bard,
had so earnestly warned her, as on this occasion, sho expccted titat il mas a tender communication

"Tventy sovereigns V" she said, " is a serious Croms Caplain Ogilvie. Slse eagcriy tore it open,
loss. Arc you sure, Sir, that you dropped the purse and, to lier utter dismay, read, in a strange band,
in this lane ' the oibowing billet

"Quite sure; I had it in my hand a few minutes The money you bave so disbonestly appropriated

ago. if you have not seei it," lie continued, again isyours. 1 give il to you to save you fron the per-
fixing upon her the piercing glance of his eagle eye, petration of a greater crime. Ifyour heart is not

perhaps you will be so kind as walk a few paces entireiy callous tu the voice of conscience, repent

back, and help me to look for it 1"1 and sin nu more.

" Willingly," said Sophia, and they commenced "R. GRANGER."
iheir search 1' I This note produced an elcctric effect Upon ihe


