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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC.

{. The Nour" Wesler, of Winnipeg, has an
article on the subject of the C.P.R. an1 its
excessive freight charges for the Canadian
North-West, which, it says, are forty per
cent. *nore than its rates for similar dis.
tances in the North Western States, Now
this is by no means justor equitable to
any class of people in this Dominion who
contributed to the C.P.R. enterprise all
the actual capital and more than was really
expended on the enterprise.  In addition,
the Government pledged its own credit as
aguarantee of the interest upon the Com-
pany’s bonds, and in other ways built up
the enterprise to its present magnitude—
commercial and political, The Nor™ Wester
very naturally protests against the course
which the Company isfollowing: and that
more than anything clse is calculated to
enhance the price of cereals, one of whose
most fruitful sources of productionisthe
territory for which the C.I.R. is the great
carrier. Years ago. in the Canadian House
of Commons, the late Mr. Oliver, member
for one of the Oxfords, by the exercise of a
persistence even more worthy of commen.
dation than that of Hon. Peter Mitchell
on bhehalf of Widow Murphy, of bovine
fame, forced some ol the railwaysto be a
little more considerate of their local cus-
tomers than they had been, and surely the
North-Western members ought to tike
the matter up. 1€ they do not, the only
inference to be drawn isthat they feel that,
if they are arawn into Parliament with
the assistance of the great railway corpor-
ation, they are liable to be shunted off the
wrack by the same instrumentality.

No doubt, by this time the people most
directly concerned fully realize that the
C.P.R. Company may bLe very good ser-
vants, but are terribly bad masters. 1In
this conncction, it is to be noted that the
same number of the Nor-Wester as we
have already referred to has an article
commenting on an announcement in the
Free Press in which it is statea that the
Company’s reserve has beenalready drawn
on for the payment of dividends, and it
suggests that it is under the preteace of
keeping these up that the North Wes'ern
farmers have been s0 heavily burdencd.
Our contemporary also comments on the
further fact that the Free Press is the
recognized C.P.R. organ, and 1s edited by
a former C.I.R. ofticial who ought to kuow
what he is talking about, and ia etfect
states that the announcement in regard to
diafts on the reserve must therefore be
authorized. Reference is made by the
Nor-Wesler, despite the authorized an.

nouncen ent, to the fact that the last
oflicial accounts show that additions tothe
reserve have been continuously made, and
it very naturally thinks that explanations
would be in order as to the wide divergen.
cies to which it has directed attention.

FIRE INSURANCE,

The Bourd of Uanderwriters have, it is
said, vnotifled the authorities of Van-
couver that so soon as the $100 tax on
insurance companies is imposed, the
rates will be advanced 73 per cent. Itis
stated that the city authorities take little,
if any, stock in the statements of the
insurance neople, they having, it Is
understood, artanged in advance with
strong companies outside the Association
who will compete for the business that
there is to be done.

We observe that the Chief of the Vie,
toria Fire Department has entered his
protest against using the teams belonging
to that service for the purposesof street
sprinkiing. He is unquestionably right
and we trast that before this paper
reaches ita readers the order issued in
that sense will have been rescinded and
that the efficiency of the service will not
be Jowed to be weakened, as it would
otherwise be by the carrying out of what
we regard as false economy. L'he utter
bad policy of having the horses of the
brigade away from their headquarters
engaged on other duty, when at any time
a fire might break out, ought to have
suggested itself to Aldermen Dwyer and
Baker; but it does not appear to have
dawned upon them.

Moreover, the horses of every well
regulated fire department are trained for
the duties which they have to perform.
Smariness- quickness - is one of their
rcacessury characteristics, and any “plug’
which can mone about can wait round a
hydrant or drag a water cartalong the
streets, A horse, morcover, hasto possess
some *‘intelligence,” if that is the correct
ter, or hecould not do fire duty and kis
employment on the watering carts must
certainly tend to unfit him for his
ordinary work. As well might the fire
horsc be put to hauling a plough up and
down the monotouous lines of furrough
or to haul a tuneral carriage at the regu-
lation slow and steady vace, as to put
him to strect watering. He would in
time become utterly °*demoralized” and
the fire service would Ye so much dis-
habilitated.

‘This cconomy has been tried elsewhere
and bLeen proven in the estimation of
people of ordinary common sense to be
absolutely unworkable. Let the Alder-
men who are SO anxious to economixze
bLegin at home with their own salaries,
which, *“in the low state of the city
funds,” as they term it, would be the
proper thing to do. If they really want
to serve the city and have no other object
in view, let them make a beginning here.
It would ve of much more practical bene-
fit than at lcast some of them have ac.
comphshed with all their long harangues
and professions of public spiritedness.
These are mere manifestations of lip
service.

CANADRIAN AUSIRALIAN STEAM-
SHIPS.

Another of the captains of the Canadian-
Australiun Steamship Company has been
wade to walk the plank. 'This time it is
Captain Perry, of the ** Warrimoo,” It was
Captain Arthur of the same vessel who
was dismissed so suddenly because the
C.P.R, oflicicls had continued to throw
upon his shoulders the responsibility for
that vessel having been forced to give Vics
toria the g2-Ly and proceed -to Vancouver
to discharge her freight for this and Sound
ports. This was done by the order of
Canadinn Pacific Railway ofticials, and itis
to be supposed that it is the same plople
who have brought about Captain Perry’s
renioval,

Mr, Huddart, with all his enterprise,
appears to be a peculiar man. One would
suppose that his prime ohject would be to
secure the confldence of the travelling
public and of t™e people of Canada. One
means towards attaining this end, one
would expect to ve, the obtainment of the
sympathy of his customers.  Ilig actions
towards Captains Arthur and Perry have
not been calculated to secure that end and
the resolutions of the Briti-h Columbia
Board of Trade in the casc of Captain
Arthur and of the passengers in the case
of Captain DPerry are about as severe a
condemmnation of his policy as any ene who
is sccking to obtain further concessions
from the country could expect to receive,
Neither of the dismissed eflicials were
known in this country before they came
here with their vessel, and thercfore there
can be no lucal predilections in their
favor. But the general sense is that they
have been wronged, and the brutal per-
cmptoriness with which they were dis-
posed of by Mr. HHuddart, doubtless with
the co-operation of the sufliciently unpop-
ular management of the CP.R. marine
department, has aroused among the mer-
chants a hostile feeling of no small
influence. Mr. Huddart may pos ibly
think- that if he can do this kind of thing
in Australia, be candoit here; but though
this community does not pretend to be
quite as Euglish as do the people of “ the
colonies,” the side of the *‘under dog™
can always filod its numerous espousers.

1We note the cxistence of a strong im-
pression that Mr, Huddart cannot possibly
carry through the projcecied new line of
swift Anglo-Canadian steamships. Thosc
who ought to know say that he is under
taking too much. So think we. The ex-
isting companies are of this opinion; they
know what has to be donce, the cost of and
the difticultics of its accomplishment, and
though we donot wish to prejudice the
project, we think that, though rival com-
petitors for the contract, their ohjections
should be fully iooked into Lefore the
Dominion Government binds itseli to any
arraugements cither with Mr. Huddart or
any one clse, for an undertaking of the
maganitude of the one contemplated.

Tui: total exportys of Canads to the
island of Newfoundland in the fiscal vear
1893, amounted to 2,591,633, of which all
but 211,629 was the produce or manu-
facture of Cauada. The total in 1802 way
81,750,714, the figures for I18W ULeing
Iarger than any period since 1873, which
was exceptional. '



