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TRUTH'S MUSINGS.

A parhamentary return was published
Iast wook, lud on the table of the House
by S:r Hector Langevin, Mmister of Pub-
Itc Works. It shows that sinco 1867, the
commencement of the present Confedera.
tion regimo, there has been expended out
of the Dominion Treasury, in aid of pub-
lic works the large sum of 8143,396,605
and of this stm over one hundred and
twonty-ono millivns and a half has gone
towards building, or aiding in the bwld-
ing of railways and canals. This would
represont somcetlung move than thirty
dollars per head for the total population
of the comntry.  Added to thiz tho vari-
ous Provinces have been making large
railway grants—im Oatario and Quebee
amounting to a nwmber of miilions cach,
1f people in Cananda are not well supplied
with railway facilities it ignot for want of
liberality in ading such highways for
travel and commerce.  There has been
about twenty million dollars expended on
public buildings, besides the sums paid
out by the Provincal governments, and
the municipal authuritics. 1 the tax
payers have been paymng large sums dur-
my the past sixtevn years it s pretty ovi-
dent how a lage proportion of the money
has been exponded.  Canada would bea
very different country fram what it is to-
day had not suclt liberal sums of public
money been expended on public works.

Thisycarevery cffort should beputforth
to make Toronto as pleasant and mviting
to visitors as possible, and n timo should
be lost in commencing such a conmmend-
abloworh.  Thore are yet numbers of our
wealthy and spirited citizens guilty in the
matter of keeping up high, tight, and
dreary walls between some of the leading
strcets and their fne grounds within.
Such an exclusion of the “‘vulgar gaze,”
if that was the wubject in erecting such
fences and walls, was the idea of another
generation entirely.  What a dreary and
monotanous appearance such fences give
to the atreets against which thoy are
placed ! Surely they have outlived thar
time and ought to bo taken down at once
The many fine modern residences we havo
here, with open grounds not even  guard-
cd by a low paling, and the little anney-
ance such grounds ever havo from tress-
pracrs, show plainly encugh that ne
ono need fear the public in this respect.

The Doninion Parliament mado some
amendments to tho license Jaw of last
year beforo the clove of the session, and
it is lezs prolnble, on that account, than
at one time appeared, that there will bo
confusicn and couflict during the coming
year. The ceuntry was given to undor-
stand that persons helding Provineta) )i-
censes will not bo disturbed and prosccut
ed by the Dominion olicors.  Whether
thoso holding Domimion licenaes will bo
prosccuted by Provincial officers remaina
to boscen. The prebabilitios are that in

Ontario, at least, the Provineial Inspee.
tors will prosecuto those licensed by any
authority but their own  In soveral of
tho other Provinees, if not in all, there
appeara to bo u very dissatisfied focling
about the unfortunate license business,
Trurit is atill of opinion that thero was
1o necossity whatover for such a muddle.

Mr. Gladstone’s age and declining
strength aro giving anxiety to many in
England just ~ow, Thero are many im-
portant state matturs, greatly affecting
the welfare of the nation now in an wn-
sottled state, and thoe feeling is vory gen-
eral that, should the strength of the great
Premier give way under his hesvy bur-
dens at this critical time, thereis nota
man available capable of filling his posi-
tion.

Thero is a very similar state of feoling,
with many, in regard to the great Pre-
mier of Germany also.  Bismarck is now
in his seventieth year, and ho shows many
umunistakablo sigus of diseaso and declin-
ing strength.  Whero is the man to come
from, many ask, to grasp tho helm with
such an able hand and a firm will?

In Canada, tuo, men are saying that the
Premier who bhas so leng anaged to keep
his supporters together, and keep his
party in power as none other could, 13
now fast approaching the ““allotted span,™
and he, tov, is often indisposed ; and whoe
is thero to fifty fill his place ¢ Muny
shrowd men, of all shades of party, are
of opinion that our present dominant
political party ceuld not long hold to-
gether without us skiiliul leadership.
Thero are not a few of the honest opinion
that we have not anothed public i,
anywhere, so capable of controlling the
affairs of the country.

Ave the able, competent, rehable, men
all passing off the stage ! Surely there
are others asable and as relinblo to come.
Very likely time will demonstiato clearly
enough that the mon will be found m the
time of nced. Thero nover was a time
when the facilities were so good for the
cducation and preper trmmng of real
statesmen.  We are so apt to look  with
littlo respect on those of our own time
and our own age, with whom wo como in
overy day contact as to under-rate them,
and to suppese they are not tho equals of
those of whom wo havo had less means of
kuowing so theroughly.

Hero isa pretty faurspecimen of a good
deal of the style of editorial writing now
adopted by the leading party organsin
thiscity. Itis simply dingraceful, and
many timea mere demorahizing than the
werst of the “yellow covered hterature”
at which tho samo writers turn up their
noacs 8o contemptuously  Tho Mail, on
Wodnesday of last week, printed, in its
Icading cditenial columns thoe follewing
sentences, purporting to  describo the
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leading charactoristies of the Grit party
in Canada: -

It has plwuys been avideut that ‘each
man’ thipks for hims-ll in tho ‘pacty *° The
trouble s that they alt think differently, anl
will continue todo 8o, until thelr loader man
K8 1o rummngo out 4 poltay of somwosort ‘Lot
oa~h man work for himsell.*  Each mothera
won of the lot dacw  C,unter, 1s nowhoere, und
‘onch mmn’ kKeeps i sharp loo%-ou for No. 1. As
u natural rosult, ‘oach mwan’ hrlps himsel{—to
ceverything hocan Jay his hunds on ™

The practice of thus charactorizing
thoso not in tho samu party ranks as
knaves, and awindlers, and the merest
rabblo of scallawags ovor got togothor in
vne company, 1s not at all confined to une
urgan, or to one sot of party organs.
The demoralizing effect of that kind of
htorature on the young men of tho coun-
try is such as to bode ill for the future of
our political history.  Suach work is by no
means loyalor pacrictic, whatever may
be the high protensions of those engaged
m it Of course nureally intelligont man
belioves that the men of any politiea)
party aro of such a class as hero repro-
sented.  Of course the writor himself did
not believo at.* The idea that slandering
and Iyig may be considered respectable
wora so long as 1t 18 done in tho mterests
of une party or the other, 18 demoralizing,.
As amatter of fact, ono party organ is
nearly as bad a sinner as the other in this
kind of dirty busmess,  As a matter of
fact, too, the men compoesing the rank
and file of ene political party is just about
as honest and just about as patriotic as
the men composing thoe other, whatever
may be sad to tho contrary. The won-
der i3 that the intelligent, well-moaning,
reading public tolerate such demoralizre:
hiterature so patiently as theydo. It s
certainly not the beat clags of reading to
allowin une’s family.

Mamtoba 13 now  dissatisticd with its
financial arrangement with the Dominion
Governnent, and is loudly knocking at
the door for better terms.  There is one
thung vory sensiblo about the movo now
being made by tho pehiticiang of the
Prairio Province.  Tho Opposition unite
with the Govornment party ina confer-
ence regarding somo concerted action m
the better terms business. Undor tho
circumstanecs one party will not bo afraid
to move m the matter for fear the othor
will be m wait to trip st up just there,
Umon  will bo strength 1w x caso of
this kind. It pow remmns to bo scen
what the Ottawa Premier will do n
the matter.  The Maunitoba domands
scem too great, but tho wholo position
and wants of that Province are not so well
known here, aud they may be more vea-
sonablo than chey look to outsidors.

One thing ia very unfortunato just: ow,
so far as the pohtical peace and  havmeny
of tho relations between the Denunion |
and the Provinees are concerned.  Tho
wmpression is general,whetherat 1s eorrect
or not, that by bullying and blustening
Quebee got much botter term last scasion
than it could havo got had quicter mothnda ‘
been resortod to. 1ho samo is the wsem
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regand to Nova Seatiain "69, Such an ime-
Presston 13 aure to give clicouragement to
othors to try sumlar methods.  Mamtoba
B thrcatenstronhleasd dissonsion unless
1its domands are fully and hiborally met,
Tune will show whether the sune ey
will be agnuee esful there, [t s most unt-
fortunate that the nnancal relations bo-
tween the Domuon and the Provinees
appear to bo so unsatiafactory ull round.

Surely the Provincial  Government
ought to set the guodexamplo to othersby
removing at once the abumnable unsight-
Iy old fonco surrounding the gronnds of
tho Lieut. Guvernor's residonee Sucha
fonce vught not to have been bult in the
firgt place, and it should not he loft
standing now.  Tho grounds are among
tho finest in the city, and they are on vur
principal atrevts, whero thoy might be a
source of real pleasuro to the public.  As
they aro now bl in the streets around
thom have a menotonousand dreary look,
TruTn i3 sure that our prescut Licut.
Governor  would far  svonoer seo the un-
sightly feneces gone, for the  pleasuro of
the peoplo aud the benetit of the city.
So long as they stand they sot w bad ex-
amplo to other peoaple, wnd oven give
some downright mean men an excuso for
similar oyc-sores clsowhere. What do
ous Government say ubout the matter?
Lot the ground bo cenclosed by somo
open, neat, tidy fonce, sumething in ac-
cord with the views and ~ustoms of tho
ninetoonth contury, and then let others,
nuw behmd tho e, be urged to follw
the example.  Let it bedone at onvo.

Tho farmers, or those more specially in-
terested i the dairy interests i New
York State have been able to oxercivw a
sufivien. udluence on the State Lopis-
lature to svcure tho enactinent of a law
prolubiting tho mannfacture of Wleomar-
garme, and other formsof **bogus buttor ?
m tho Empnre State. It is sad that the
farmers have lost milthons of dallars dur-
g tho past fow years by the manufacture
and sale of these bogus articles. 1t s
said, too, that the sale of Amenican batter
has beon much anjured in the English
markets becauso of the suspicion that ao
much of the counterfet article has boon
exported.  On the other hand, theas
ongaged 1 olcomargarino manufacture
claim that nearticles untit for foad, or in.
Jurious to the public health hase been
used by them, and that their product is
an clean, as pure, and aswholesomoe as tho
butter fuvuished in the markets.

Mr. George Munre, the  auccessful
New York publisher, 1w a nat ve of Nova
Seotia, and n lag prospoaty ho remems
bora lia native Provinee.  He has recont_
Iy announced hin wmtention of gving g
very large sum towards an endewragut
for Dalheusie Codlewe, s Nova Scotin,
It 1= once of the oldest ard be  kpown col-
leges in the Damien, and well desery-
ing of such matenal assistance as_it is
Just now receving.




