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CIIAX>TEI XXX. (CONTIituat.)

lier-ell once moin "u I aa glati ne ailé
nccd ever knew tlîo trutii-verybody viii
)leiotiot Ijilted bim--tlintihadcilug,

but uaL se bd as tue trutli, I could not
j beri ta ho iîitied as a forsakcui danîaei-daai

ivoil itilaao III
It will ho sccu tuat itvise lIady I[onoria'n

vaîîity Liant sîîfferad tlîroîghîout fa-r mare in-
teaîsoly than lier lîcant.

l>rescutiy Mrn. Norton came iuo tho

"lla Sir Edward gonoalrcndy" suele aaked
lier, kiiîaly.

Lady lionorlo did net bace a minuté lu tell-
iîîg tic truth ta lier lio5LLau.

"Yes, lié is gone. Ho îviii net dine lieca
Ln-uight, Mca. Norton. Thé tact ia,I bavé
jnîst brokeuî off our eugogeinitiît altogother."

"«Oh I my dean 1" criedl Mfa. Norton,
aglînat, " hais drendiuily serylIamnfor

IIYou noed nat lié sorry for me," saud
Lady lonoria, quictly, "hecauso IL la en-
tirely iny oie» doîug. WVc tound that vo
were not likcly ta muke cadli otiier hîappy,
se I thaught IL hebt ta break overytlaing off.
I liai-o donc quito niglît, anad requnino no pity
a-t nil. WVill yen plenne tell your lîushand
a-nd dauglîters, Murs. Norton ; and would
you kindiy send theso luttera te thc pont for

And thot was alil tho information the
family ut tue Rectety cverrceivedconccn-
ing Lady Iloiioria's braken engagement.
onIy long afterwards, wlien they boa-rd of
nothen ovent, wiicla als yct vas in thé dlira
future, thon tho tîva girls, taliDig thé mot-
ton over te eacli abler, tiiotaglt that they
could put two aîîd twa together, and a littié
mare o! thé trtith o! the business bhcame
clcar te theni.

Meannhile, in tua desolato littIe sitting.
a-oor n uMaa. WlJaon's grccn-liîuttercd lad5-
iuglaouao thero veno that morningZ tva peo-
ple isu were very haoppy indeed, in spite of
rnanystaba e! conscience for thé mistakés e!
the pat ou one aide, and for aundry mnis-
giving cocrniug the troubles o! thé future
on th.8ethe

",I thiuk I hava helaavadl abonîinably
tlîroughout botb tayous and to lier," saidi
Edgar ta thé littie bersd that lny soa sud
hip py upan lis shoulde-. "II vash I could
fcol more penitent and mare urnbappy ; but
juat nov, 1ca-n only terc insane vitb joy sud,
deliglat t"'

"lOh 1 wbat viii Lady flysons sny 1" cm-led
puen Lily, for the bui2da-dth finie.

*' Weil, I think a viii targivo ycu.Liiy.j
Dru you Icnow, that 1 helieî-o ahe got very
fond. of yen dua!ng yeur ilunesa?1"

irSh as ver gaod ta me,"I mua-mua-éd
Lily.

IlAnd now, My littie dumning, I muet go
-I aait .v Smndyport thia aftennoon;
and vben yon are quité strang again, sud
the irbalé o! thia business bas blovu aoier,
thon yon viii corne baek ta Baifield, sud
thon-and thon-"

IIPcota do not do that any mono," vas
Lily's cnly nejoinder ta a course cf action
vhich, to-people accnstomcd ta tho mannera
and cuatouis o! lov-ers, may ho botter im-

aied than describcil.
Hé9 blf ber and vent back ta the Inn, sud

thore, upon bis table, la-y a tebegrani avait.
M tore it open. IL vas front lai mothe-,

and a-ai tues:
"»Zeaasee camne home ai once. Ycur bu't)acr

lias l</i home uWîl 21siss King."

CHAPTER XXXI.
BER Là%ST CAitD.

Old Mn. King loit bis bcd unuaually eunly
an the mornung of the bat a! May, -*Tappa
lis dressing-gevn about tis lcn figure, and
vent cageniy ta tha vîndov u backcd cuLt
It vasa lovcîy spa-lu morning ; thé ta-ce
wera a-Il covcncd vit§l tendon greeait ve,
thé day la-y thickly upon the gra, th
ha-wthorn and labua-nura vce ta-st buriting
inta blocus, sud thé bleds canolbed gajy
their groctingto thé nev-borsntaumer.,

Nai-er bad Ma-. King feIt happier or in
I etter spirits. IL vas Normait' wcadii~
qam. Eveaytlinq bad beaut settbcd a-cea

ta bis 'wihcs; ther a ll becu no bitela

aud no dlsturbance in tho lirograrnme lio
hll laid out for bis graudeluldre' lives.
WVithin a fow fleurs ho vantd etimd wyithin
the dowcr.deckcd chassne t oftlî village
clîurch, and lio would givo Occiiy away ta
lier cousin, and the Ilwcddiug MarchI"
woulci striko up, and tho wcdding.l>elle
veilda ring adte dariibg oishl. Il bi ad

.g.wuid ho fulfic; the o rid.
nnd hridcgraomr wauld hu wvhirled of" ln a
carriago.aud-fotur to theostation, an theirway
ta the Continent, for their -4edding.tour,
and ho and bis Stella wouid bo loft sianoi in
tho n)ig bouse together. lis- would Bond
ilorriet Finch away, and Stella Lhould-kecp
honse for bim.

46It bas aIl gants off welI," saidi Mi-. King,
ta Ilirnaell ; ,but I arn g lad I put tlîat
codicil iute my will-lt will tdo no harin-
by tweive o'clock ta.day it v ill ho invaiid,
aud it han kept My mina easy aIl this tiar.e,
for I had a miagivilég that the girl vus go-
infg ta play mo faisei, but 1 suppose I was
mistaken; atili it bas kept mc tram fretting,
nd, as Graham ia aivaya tolling mue, if 1
want ta go on living I muet nlot fret myseif.
Ah, volt, I amn happy enough nov!1 Every.
tlîiug bas turned out just us 1 wiahed it 1"

At that minu te a klender figure, wrapped
frar.. bead ta foot in a long cloak, and wesr-
ing a thick véil, was creepiug slawly and
cautiously eras tho dew-drenchéd graes at
thé back af the hanse.

She vent vcry sioaily, turning round
overy nov and thon ta litten and look back
at the bouse. IL was quito cariy-only
about haU.-pat six-and nearly ail thé
blinda af the bouse vere drawn closely
dowu. Oniy tramr ana distant wlndav thore
vas somebody with sharp cyes, and a keen,
eager face, who saw that solitary figure
stealing along under tho abadow of the or-
chard watt. And the owner ai thore sharps
eyca, whos hnd anly just gat up aut of bcd,
atraightway be-gan ta huddle an the firat
ciothes that came under bier bande at ber ut.
Mnost ispeed.

But Ccciiy, who vas creeping alang un-
dcr the ahadaw of the orchard wail, did nlot
kuowthsis.

Ccoily was playing her tat card. Sho
bad corne ta the end cf the scria.camedy she
had beau acting sa iongr-and nav sho vas
ready ta atake everything the Isa sa long
striven for upon thia last desperate action.
Luit night the viii that was ta do so much
for ber, wos aigncd.1 (Sa far ail vas alie.
Now nothing vaa loft ta ber save ta dent
the dcath.blow ta the aid man whose bouse
liadt ahltered her trancherous and vickcd
self for ce anany monthas 1 Ail night long
sho hall sot up vrltiug-vriting the letter
that abs had laid an bis library table hefaro
shé etole forth trami the bouse, so that ho
might sec iL the firat tbing whoeulhe came
dawu.ataira-and writing toc, ta Stella, ta
tellier the truth ai evcrything. As ta
Nornman, slle had not évcn ctne tbraugh thé
fora of writing ta hiun-"Normnan,' e
said ta herself scarnfully, "vwiii console hlm.
self very easily ; hoand Stela vill neyer ho
rich-but then tbey are the kind af people
who do net carc in the touat for Mersey ;
thcy wiii bé pcrfac.ly content ta ho pMr ail
tho daya o! their lives-whereaa I-. could
nlot bave donc vithout iL I have woxkcd
bard, for it too-oh 1 what bard wark it bas
been I-but thank goadneailit lanU ai ver
nov '

She hall gat safely round thé corner of the
orchard vali by this timé, aud abé vas ont
of àivbt af the bouse. Shé -waked quieker
sud brethed mare freely nov. Sbe carricd
a hesv drossing-bagin ber hand; inta iL
%he had ramnd ail thé jevaUery that Wa
becn given ta bar as wedding presanta, iu-
ciuding thé famiiy dismnonda tram ber grad.
fathar, and tho net cf peula and ruhias that
were Nannan's wedding.gft; ta ber. CeciIy
had no remorse o! conscience aL all in doing
thia. She ha &as a littIs Mauey, about ten
ponta, vltb ber.

preaantly the raachéd a lows woaan gate
that led ont o! thé parkinto thé rend ; hare,
behinda téciurp of trees that badi blddea it
from ber sigbt untii abc came close ta iL,
atood a Stanhupe phietan with thé licol
dravn n. As abe raached tkuatc, Walter
Dyaon's face pcere ont tram I iL.

"IHere yen are at lut," ho sald, iu a
wbisRer. .11 thaught yen venu never coin-
inig-aévmrthlng righlat?

IlYen, 8e firx ail han gono veli-tho viii
vau aigned luat nigat"

" la this a&l yeuxrluggagol"I
««Oh 1 0 bXoe ame redy packcd;

am ly, C gtthora to.morrow. I have
got thé diazuonds bitre 1'" tappli the bag
viLla a iusugh.

IIYau are an uncornnly clover gifrl, and
I muet anylI arn vory glad ta Ret haofoyeu
at last. Naw Jump up qulekly, snd let us
bc off hefore the allarmr ia given ; and bé-
aides, wo bave nt tao mueli time ta cateh
tile train at the J'untlon-it il ten miles At
the very touat."

Thera vas no servant, aind ha beipcd ber
up into the phaaton. Silo draw bérséif as
tir hack as elhe could loto the ahaeiow of thé
hoodt and WValter Dyan teck bis seat by
bier aide,

"Off nt ]ast, tyden'wfo1 ho sakd,
beudiug dont er vith an affectionate
amile, or lie vas fond cf her altier a aion.

Anal then Cecily tittercd à cry.
" Gond gracicus 1 thoro a iM1fe. Finola 1"

sile ex:lairned. "Drive ater, Walter, or
.wo aboli ho atopped 1-bateful wornon 1 abs
muet bave foliowcd mei"

Thé phooton dasbed aff rapidly, and vas
soon wliirled eut cf sight round a sharp cor-
ner of thé raod.

And thora sand Lirs. Finela bU the gate,
lu the long darnp grân, lu a short, dark
woollen patticoat anad a rosi fianneol dreaaing.
j ickét, ivitb ber acanty hair %Il filg base
ly i the v'ind about bier tbin neek, shoutlng1
and .aving ber banda vainly siter thé de.
parting couple.

But for ail bier ehouting alan vas not able
toastop thcm. Wheu thé phaatoa vas quite
ont ai tight, Mmra Finch turned round and
fied ta the bouse. Thera vas a giauce cf
rnalicious delight upon ber face.

"1Wieked, abandonnd girl 1" shle criéd ta
hersoîf, triurnpbantly; I aiwaya knew abs
vas false and doceitful. She bas elaped
viLla eue af the Dysons 1 1 "-,îldý not ses
vhich, but I know thé ý-.eày borme und bar.
tosa weli enauRb. And nov, at luit, I cen
bo revenged upofl thé aid mn vaos bau
grounda down my lite for sa rnany yeana, anad
treatcd me like au upper t-ervant inatead cf a
relation i Naw, at lut, I cn repay hlm ail
thé rouga vardsanmd thé inauing cuers hée
buacent at me for sa longi 1 h ba
blow this wiii bo for hlss 1-bis darlin
schémes overtbrowu-ais nepbéw trickC~
ont of bis brida-bis beautiful plans for
everybody ail sbattered at a atroko 1 How
delighted I amn ta thiuk 1 shlait ho the first
ta tell hims-prapas aven hé wiul hé gratefli
ta nia for raeallng ta Me this luutieus
proceeding ta hlm, and hé will add sae-
thiug ta bis wiii in acknawledgmet-whos
knows 1"

And thiaq latter thaught atil furthcr
quickensed Mes. Fineh'î returniug factatepa
tavards the lieuse.

Iu another minute she vas knocking teud-
iy nt Lir. King'a berocn sioor, qulto oblîv.
ious, in ber excilement, o! ber awn very re-
markable, and net vriy pretentabie cas.
turne.

Sb ir. King, I inuet spcak ta yen ai o=c '
sh cried.

"eMy gaond weltan, I ain juat eut cf My
bed-you mueat yuL."

"Icanuot vaiL a moment, xny dear
couan-I caiively muet speak ta you 1 1

bave, sIl.hisig ai the utmast importance ta
roveal Ito yen 1'
. lWbat a nuisance au impatient voman

la 1" grumbled thé aId min from vithin.
"AVait a marnent, tiien, and I viii open the
door'

Atter a fév seconds ha did so, and aP.
peardtnveloped lu a long flowery dlréaing.
gownd la vbicb hi# gaunt figure looked
lutner and mare attenuatod than lever.

"lNov vbat un earth ia iL?" hé banar,
confrontlng thé stranely.attired figure who
came inu s h opaned the donr "Iwbat have
yen goL ta Say that yrou ceuidn'L yuLt tilt I
vas dressed? I suppose thé couféctioner
h&Wan ut thé cakea, or the cook hbu apoilt
thé jellies, or soeaucb rubbiah 1"

«"1 Mr. XKingi iL la ne rubbieh at aII l laid
Mms Fineh, eagerly. 41I bavé a very te.
rIble piecé cf neya ta U-11 yon 1"

Thé aid ma frcisned ianesuly; but hé
had Do serions appreblensions ma yet

"You veanen thitsk jever.tbing terrible-
thora in no eud ta thé feua madô, about ovcry
tuille. Ont vith iL, thon Il"

"I assure yon this l% no triflo," abse saidl
earnestly, and wiLla inch éevident agItatIon
that bis attention wus arreated, toit. "4Ycu
muat arepur yourself fer a grest ahack, Mr.
King.,
Thé aId miu trernbiod.
"Don't go beatlng about thé bush," hé

said, hoaraély, "butIn Heavu'unametellme
what bas hàppcned uL once 1 la iL Nor-
nat 1"9

"Nor==ail quite iel. IL l Cecily Kung
vho bus gouf away."1

'l Ihanil" iîoutcdl the aid nian, îrildly,
catchlng hold of lier bande.

"lShe ban a-tn sway wita ene of thé Dy-
sens-I arn net aura whioli-I coulad net sc;
but tbéy liav-e drIven off tagéthor utot te»
mninutea go."

Thé aId mau vas livid.
IlThéy muet hé fllcvwed eteucoe-istant-

Iy ; tlîey can ho stopped 1 Wliere la Normîan?
Rting tho bei!, What are 'yen standing star-
ing heré for? Lut megoi I' o ais trug-
gli taréaeh tlé door ]leé ahivcrcd froain

hZta foot. eira. Fitcha tricd ta qauiet
hirn; hc thcok ber off %ildly. *Tltcy inust
ho foliowed at once," lie a-cpcated. "lIt la
not toc I.té; tbey eau hé st.opped."

Aud then auddesnly Stella, whîite as a
aheet, sand bcbintl them on thé tiracshl,,
holding an open latter lu ber baud.

"lOh 1 grand papa-de(Ian ga-andpapa- IL la
12e use "' ellé cried ; "lthey cannot ho stop-
ped-it las tee la-te. Coeiiy bas decisived un
ail; elle lias been married ta Walter Dysan
avor sitces abc cerne bote 1"

He stopped short md gaspcd for breata
thé blaod( rush cd hack in a flood ta lis face,
bie eye as tared biankly for oue minuté be-
fore hirn. Then hé flung up lii arma widly
jute thé aia-; une abert gasping cry hurat
tramn his lips; and hé feit face farvord ail
bis bangth upon thé tier.

Cecily's cevil vark hll pa-apeci. Sile boad
kiilad bier Rrinfathar, but IL vas Stll a lov.
ing lipts that ail unwittingly brd Rivez
hlms bis deatiî-hiov.

Frorn thist instant ait vas confusion and
tar-or ; thé fugitive couplé vero foi-gottcn -
thora vas a wîlai hurryiig tad fra througli
thé flower-decked bouse. Inste4d o! tlu
mer-y laughtar, and thé g.-ud widca, and
Ithé happy faces that vere ta bave filied
Wrexhain Hall hat briglat May mornm»g,
theré vers acaredl locksand terrilled wbîsp-
ers. and the grava face a! thé baatily-sum-
moned docter pressing thraugh: the îr-ght-
ena clustar af servants toaorda thé chiîî.

rber ai deata.
]ly sud by Sir Elgar came ei-er train Bar-

field, an gi-est distréas ai mind conceruiug
bis trather's conduct, but thé greattr
anxiety about thé master o! the bouse bod
ahaaa-hod aii lasser troubles.

Tbéy hl got thé old mn ino bis bcd
hé did nat dia at once ; hé Iingcrcd tilt thé
aftemnoon, but hé va.s neverconsuiousagain.
At tha-cé o'cicck ho died, and Norman lssd
thé véeping Stella avay tramn bis dcata-
bed.

Thesa tva, vhe lad cornfortad cach clher
througbent theze terrible heure a! boni-or
and rnisea-y, had no other consolationa upon
earth now save ausola other.

Oh i haws horrible iL vas ta Stella ta
pu aloug thé passages sud ataircases ail
vreatbéd for thé murLge featîvities with
satin ribbona, and tal o! floyers and
greeneiry: ta se thé long table laid ont lu
the great dioing-room belon', and the
witers, viLl white sud hua-rifl t faces,
clea* g avay thé preparations for tho vcd-
ding-toas t 1And thon thera was tho open

orc cf Ceily'a roorn, sud ber boxes stand-
ngalready liced in thé Middle ai tua

floor.
"*She bus kllid nini-abé bas k-ilic

hlm V" moaned Stella in her- misery. " Oh!1
Norman, visai; didi abs do IL for? Ilev
cou'd lobe dei hlm, sncbt a cruel biov VI

Btila, lu thé absorption o! ber grief, did
nat aven thiâik o! boy greut an alteration lu
berot7u lite Cecily'a coaudact wos likely ta
affect

" 4She coula net bavé kuovu that hé hadl
heart diséae," said Normant, gavéiy; "Sise
coubd neyer bave rzaé that sncb a ehock
vouilkl hlm"

But Dr. Grahami, who stocld b- tha mor-
rowing cousina, and vho board tuie vords,
rerabéred, vM ea- vchLait Cecily knftv ail
about ber granldfatber'a bear-tL-d-seaae, and
hé coula havé told.Lhem so, hlad bnot beu
tee xind-hsnand tu unaie nunecemary nus-
chie! it thé ab-éudy almicted fasnily.

«I W"t didi ahe sy to you lu that lette-?"
asiked Normait aflli couslin, as ho stood ut
the door o! ber mm wnitb ber.

"II thinir yen guglat te raid iL," sid
Staila

$ho vent juta bat rorn and fauta IL, ana
bagng iL ont ta hini, placod iL lu hi:
hl-us.

"1Tbank yen," said Narman, sirnply.
Ana then hé tocir thé latter aut-of-doors

and raid iL by biiansei n the gardeu ng
thé budding trses anmd thé canalling bird,
aud Il thé ha-lght entamer siglati and icipada
thut iiers going on withaut, just thé aimé
as if dsath anmd aorrow diito:t corne ta visit
Wrexissan BIL

T£ILUWI.


