
SOURCE 0F T2ENNYSON'S IDYLLS.
We have lying befere us one of those stories of olden folk-lore,

ivhich ivould once have dividcd our heart witli the Arabian Niglits
Entertainmnents, Biron Muncliausen of vcracious inemnory, travclled
Gulliver, sud life-lik-e Defoe; but which now (0, clîangcd tiies!>
ivould be voted by us a bore. Lt is IlThe llistory of the Renowned
King Arthur, and bis Knights of thc Round Table," and is doubt-
less thc original botli of Biulwer's drai-na of Arthur, and the Lau-
reate's Moite d' Arthur and Idylis. Lt wss comnpiled by one Sir
Thomias Malory, iii 1470, supposed to be a Welsh priest,* frein
Welsh and Breton sources, which ivere probably original. Tbese
legends of the Round Table, and of its chief hero, corne te us like
sonie breeze laden with perfumne frori unknown bowcrs; they are
inyths of as poctie a nature as sny classie story; snd the style in
whidh they are told derives a snblirnity from its very siinplicity.
So popular wss this tale, that two of thecearliest English printers
(Caxton in 1485, sud Wynkyn de Worde in 1408), eîuploye.d them-
selves about it. Only one copy each of these original editions is
extant. The censcientious Caxton had te be persuaded that Arthur
i'as not a mytb, by arguments that would seern very coniical nowi-
a-days. The P>rologue runs thus

"There be nine worthy and best tbat ever were, that is, te wit,
th-.ee Paninis, three Jews, and the tlîree Christian men. As for
the Panjîns, they were befSlQ the incarnation of Christ, whvbch were
namned the first Hector of Troy, of whom, thc history is common,
both in ballad and in prose; the second, Alexander thc Great; and
the third, Juius Coesar, emperor of Romie, of which thc histories le
well known andI had. And as for thc three Jews, which. iere aise
before tIe incarnation of our Lord, cf whomn the first ivas duke
Joshua, whidh brought the chiîdren of Lsrael into the land of
beheast ; the second was David, King cf Jerusaleni; and the third
%vas Judas Maccabees. 0f these three, thc Bible rehearseth al
their noble histories and sets. And, since thue said incarnation,
have been thrce noble Christian men, called and adînitted t1hroigh
thc universal world, into the number of the nine best and worthy ;
cf wvhom n'as first, the noble king Arthur, whose noble acts I pur-
pose te -%rite in this present book here followingr; thc second wvas
Charlemagne, or Glanles the Great, of whom tIc history 18 had in
many places, both in Frenchi and in English ; and tIc third aud
Iast, was Godfrey, of Bulloigne, cf whose acts and life 1 made s
book unto the excellent prince and king, cf noble inemory, Edward
the Fourtb. The said noble gentleman instantly required me for
te imprint the history cf the said noble kring and conqueror, king
Arthur, and bis kuigîts, with thc history cf thc Sanegreal, snd cf
the death and ending cf thc said king Arthur, affirmin<r t 1
otîght ratIer te imprint lus aets and neoble feats, than cf odfreY-,

The title .Sir was sometinues g-iven to priests ini those days. Sir William Sau-
tre, Retor of St. Oswïtli'q, London, was the fix-stpriest burut for lieresy, in l"i1


