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{For the Presbyterian.]

THE SUBTENTATION OF THE
MINISTRY.

Tho sustentation of the Gospel ministry
is the great problems which the Christiau
chureh g oalled upon to solve at tho pros-
ent time, On its solution depends the
prosperity or dooline of tho church —
the success or failure of tho kingdom of
Christ. It is a subjoot of vital importance
to the Presbytorian Church in Canada, as
The
systom of loaving each congregation to

| shift for themselves, to support their own

minigters, nud supply themselves with gos.
pel ordinances, while it is in aoccordnnce
with the Word of God, has yet many draw.
backs, and tho church ought not to rest
satisfied with it alone, The whole chureh
ought to bo concerned tor the sustentation
of all its ministors, and shonld institute a
General I'und for that purpose. As the
ministors are omployed in the service of
the chureh, and are subject to its govern.
ment and discipline, they ought, therefors,
fo be paid out of the chiurch funds, Under
the Mosaic Jaw the whole ohurch,.as a
collective body, cared for the sustentation
of its pastors; and when the Holy Ghost
was poured out upon the Christizn church,
on the day of Peutecost, immediately
“they sold thoir possessions and goods,
and parted them to all as every man had
need.”  Aocording to the Presbyierian
theory, each minister belongs to the whole
shurch; therefors, the church is re.
sponsible for his doctrine, his character,
and his ministerial Jabour, and should be
slso responsible for his maintenance. To
socomplish this, & general scheme ought
to be adopted, to which all the congrega-
tions should contribute according to their
ability. There are two forms under which
this principle may be exhibited, and whioh,
for the aake of convenience, may be oalled,

18t, The Supplemeniary Fand, and 2nd,
The Sustentation Fund.

! J. SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.

The Supplementary Fund, as the name
imports, is designed tofill up the deficlency
of those stlpends which ave lgss than the
lmoun: ogl;lslidered t{) 11:3 nzk’umienthﬁt the
support of the gospe »  This fand
ex?sts in the 'lﬁ)ited Presbyterian Uhurch
of Scolland, and in the Presbyferian
churohea thronghout the Dominion of Can-
ada. Out of this fund poor and week con.
gregations receive aid as a mattor of char-
1y, rather than as a mattor of right, Each
congregation, according to its ability, pays
the principal part of the stipend, aud the
church supplements what is wanting; in
some cages move, and in some ocases less,
socording to the poverty or weakness of
the aid-receiving congregation. This
gcheime, as at present administered in our
church, is & weak and beggarly element,
8 poor and shabby wethod of supporting a
gospel ministry. Itis given as a premium
of Eoverty, becauso the minister is poor,
rather than as a mattor of right, because
he ig a preacher of the gospel. There are
ministers in the church who would hesitate
to accept cf aid thus given, on account of

e humiliativg position in  which
it appears to place them., The schame
was far superior which existed in the
branch of the Presbyterian Churoh, in
conneotion with the Church of Sootland,
before tho union. According to that
schemo, cut of funds colleoted over the
whole ohu: cil, the sam of 8200 was given
fo cach minister who did not participate
in the bencfit of the Lomporalities Fund.
They recerved this amonut as a matter of
right, because they were ministers of the
gospel, and not beoause they were poor, or
happened to have poor congregations.
Thoe General Assembly ought to institate a
schemse of this kind, to which all our con-
gregations should be urged to eontribute
asoording to their wealth, and ont of whieh
& certain yum, say $200 or $300, should be
given to cach winister of the gospel, with-
out asking whether he is poor, or rich, or
whether his congregation be poor, weak, or
woalthy, 'The Assembly should also make
it imperntive that no minister shonld be
seitled or allowed to continue in any con-
gregation where the people do not pay the
Amount of $400 at least, besides providing
& manse or free houss, and a glebe, for the
use of their pastor. All stations under

is figure should be mission stations under

¢ superintendence of the Presbytery.

I, BUSTENTATION FUND,

Th_e iden of a Sustentation Fand originat.
& with the Wealeyan Methodists, in Eng-
ud, from whom it was borrowed by Dr.
Chalmers, under whose managament the
scheme was developed and expanded, until
it now exists in its greatest perfection and
in the highest degreo of jmprovement in
the Fres Church of Scotland. Out of the
Reneral suatentation fund each minister
Aving & congregation receives an equal
share, ag & matter of right, and not as &
Avour, The principles on which the sus.
tentation fand nre formed are these :—
1st. The money raised in any given
Place is sent to the general treasury of the
urch, The whole smount eollected for
suatentation,in all the seotions of the church,
tuat be remitled to » Jargs central fund,
out of which the stiponds of all the minis-
tars shall be paid. To this fund each indi-
vidual contributes accordingto the measure
of his nbili:imd the degree of his liberal-
; the rich acoording to his wealth, and
the poor man according to his slraifer

L means,

2, Agaln, it is a fandawentsl principle of
the fund that all the ministers share and
share aliko; the ministers of the
largs towna and of the wmost wenlthy con-
grogations equally with the ministers of
the poorast congrogations in the ohurch,
This prineiple binds togsther the rich and
the poor, and develops the nmty of the
clinck by tholr wnitod action; for the rich
do al} in thoir power for the oause of Christ
in tho poorost looalit'es as well as in their
own congregation, and the poor do what
thoy oan to raise their contributions as
noar ag possible to tho sum recoived by
their ministor for his equal dividend.

8. Furthormore, as inequalitios must ox-
ist, from various causos, such as the cost
of living, &e., in towns and in country con-
gregationy, whereby the stipends cf minis.
tera aro affectod, so that a stigend which is
quite sufficient in ono place will be totally
inadequate in another, it is provided that
a separato offort be mado in each congre.
gation to supploment tho stiperd of its own
minister, according to the wealth and
ability of the congregation and tho require-
ments of the casa.

These avo the principlea of the sustenta-
tion fund of the Froe Church of Scotland.
By mesus of it, the church provides a
minimum salary for each minister, or the
principal part of the minister's stipena,
and the congregation supplements acoord.
ing to its ability. Ifthis mode woro adop-
ted by the Presbyterian Church in Canada
it would place it upon a vauntage ground,
for it is undoubtedly the best plan to sup.
ply ordinances to every congregation be-
longing to the church, whether they be
poor or wealthy. The super.abundance of
the ono makes up for the poverly of the
other, according to the Apostolic rule, “ By
an equality that now at this time your
abundance may be a supply for their want,
and that their abundance also may be a
supply for your want, that there may be
an equality.”—2 Cor, viii, 14, A poor con-
gregation; may be vich in graoce, while a
wealthy congregation is rich in gold ; if
the rich are made partakers of the spiritual
things of the poor, it is their duty also to
minister to the poor in oarnal things, for
they are debtors to them. There should
be no sehism in the body, but the members
should have the same oare for one another.
Wo foar, however, that the oolonial
churches are not yet ripe for taking up
this plan and acting upon it, Bome other
plan, therefore, must be devised, by which,
while the congregation provides the prinei-
pal part of the stipend, the General Assem.
bly shall provide the supﬁlemont. snd do
it in such & way that it will be given as a
matter of right to each minister of the

ospel, and not a8 & matier of sbarity or
avour to the ministers of poor and weak

con tions.
grogy D. B, 8.
B. B. N. 8., May, 1870.

Home Mission Work.

Editor Brirtsnt AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Drar Sir,~Will you give me space to
enter a suggostion in regard to tho question
of Home Mission Work, which is to come
before the present Assembly ?

I have carefully considered the proposed
plan, and although I do not wish o pre.
judge tho question or to enter on a oriticism
of the scheme to be submitted, I am con-
vinced that it does not contain, except by
retote implication, the element necessary
to succoss. I have, several {imes, called
attention at longth to the radieal defeot of
the present method of work, and I pointed
out, three years ago, the inevitable results.
Thesge results have come in the form of a
heavy and embarrassing debt, and a wide-
spread dissalisfaction among these ou whom
the church must, to a great extent, depend,
for the actual accomplishment of the work
in this field, They have come in spite of
caroful and zealous managemoent by the
Home Mission Committes, and earnest
and repeated appeals to the liberality of the
ohurch. And, one of the most important
questions which oan come beforo the pre.
sent Assembly is, how this state of things
has been produced, how it can be removed
and its recurrence prevented ?

As has been stated, these facls with
wlich the church has now to grapple, were
predioted several years ago, a8 the inevit.
ablo conrequences ot the mode of work
which we had adopted, and unless the
scheme to be subunitted fo the Assembly
be very materially changed, I am afraid
the improvement will be far from what is
anticipated. The real difficulty in this
question is to be found at the point where
the mission scheme comes tnfo direct cons
tact with the mission field.

The mistake has been that we have been
like a wan who should spend much care
and atiention on the handles of his plough
and leave the plough-share in such a con-
dition tbat it was out! of the ground half
the time. Large commitiees or small
committees, agents or not agents, may all
be serious questions for consideration, but
they are all arraungemonts, church-wards,
the handles of the glough; what we want
besides that, is to have the plough.share
well set, sharp, and kept in the ground.
This is one of tho gravest questions in its
effects and influence, and as tho decision
arrived at will be looked on as something
like a final sattlemeont, at least for a time,
I woald respectfully suggest that a small
cu.amittee be appointed for the sole purpose
of oollecting information, and devising &
simple sehome to be presented at the next
Assembly. Yours very fruly,

G. Brucs,

8¢, Catharines, June 6th, 1876,

Tax 'Rev, Mr. Thompson, of Dufl’s
Church, McKillop, has not accepted oither
the eall fo Brucefleld or Rodgerville, His
people are rejoioing qver hig aotion, and
have prezented him with an address and a

pnree,

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
CANADA.

t<itor BRITISW AMERICAN PR ¢ TaEnIas

Sir,~I{ is donal The dentucd Ho st faite’
Factueest! Tellit in all tongues! Colo-
brate iv in songs! Obime tha bells In
honour of the fact ! Let tha -rators pro-
olaim it in orations of oolebratiou! Lot
the press re-echo it!1 Clap your hauds, yo
poople, and shout aloud for joy! I
bellove tho angels of heaven colebral.
od tho decd | and God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit superintonded the work and
had joy in its accomplishwent, I mean
“Par UNION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
Cauren 1x Cawana,” Th- NN MOy
Jeeling and spirit that provailed at that
UNION MEETING IN MONTREAL, was most
striking, and thal among so many, and
coming from all parts of the Dominion,
and from the different bodies uniling, and
whon go mauy were personal sirangers
to each othier. This was tastified by iocial
intercourse and conversalion, and by the
psalms sung, and portions of Seripture read
in public and family worship, and by the
prayers offered and by the speeches and
addregses made and the aslion taken.

How different speakers seemed to vie
with each other, in claiming a share of
having had & desive aud & hand in bringing
about the Union, was rematkable and
touching, Aud also, how the feclings of
others, who had not the same ohance to
expreas it, responded and oorzesponded, as
they had been seeing the need and want
of it, and had been praying, and hoping,
aud looking for the Union !

Now what does this indicate ? What
does it prove ! Is it not that the bringing
{o paes of the union was the work of God
Himseelf? Isit not that He designed and
purposed it, and overraled matlers in
His providence till those bodles united into
the Presbyterian Ohuroh in Uanada? Did
Heo not seal tho union by the Holy Spirit
of promise when hé so operated on tho
minds of those who were engaged in
bringing it about. Therefors the great
glory belonge to God, and it behoves us {o
praise Him and to bow before Him in
aoknowledgment of His goodness in
bringing about the union. And we owe
this beoause of the great good we hope
and oxpect to flow from the unlon natur-
ally. garding the good that is to follow
from this union, we are first to observe
that union in the Church is fulfilling the
law of Olhvist, And theu notice, in this
case the end that is expected to be put by
it to unseemly strivings about home mis-
sion fields, Third: That an end be put to
the keoping up of two weak, whore united
there oan be one strong, congregation,

Fourth: That from tho union is expeot-
ed to follow the doing away with the sprit
of bigotry, jealousy, disparagment and
enmity of each other that so much exiat-
ed betweon the two principal partiesin
the union that sprang out of former seps
aration, aud there causes, and which ori.
ginatod on the other sido and oame ac-
oross the Atlantio, and which 18 and ghall
be well to have an end put to in Canada.
We have the Bible, and by its light let the
Church bo established here on the foun-
dation of the apostles aud prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the ohies cox-
ne_xi stone, and freed from all inherited
evil.

If the union will not do away wilh
that spirit at once, it will at least hinder
it from being further fostered avud haud-
od over as & cursed heritage to future
gonorations in Oanada. It is sad, most
sad, that so muoh of that spirit of bitter-
ness still remains, but the very existence
of it pcoves more and more the need of
the union as soon as possible, that it
might be checked at least.

Fifth: That thero bo a stronger Presby-
terian Charoh in the Dominion, to uphold
the revealed trath of God in purity, and to
press forward the kingdom of Christ by
hastening on mission work at home and
abroad.

Sixth: Ttisenough at howme tocontend with
powerfol Popish Church and other forms
of error in QOanada; though different
bodies of Presbyterians themeelves would not
be -wasting their strength upon each
other in unseemly and destroying con-
tontions, And it is & grievous cause of
regret that eo much hard feeling still
oxists as shown espeocially in aatiunion
feeling and action in some parts,

It is no uncertain sound that is given
when Popory is affirmed to putting forth,
but too effectually, endeavours o gain
the chief power in this Dominion, whero
our United Presbyterian Church professes,
even by her assumed name, to have her
homo on esrth and her principal field of
labour. ,

And all honost, consciontions and irue
Prosbytexians hold and bolieve that the
Churoh so donominated hold the closest
of all others, throretically at least, to the
dootrines and principles of the true Chureh
of God as founded upon the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Clrist Himself being the
oliief oorner stone,and astaughtin the Word
of God. All true Presbyterian members
hold this by the simple faot of being
members, ¢ven, aud all members whether
true or false, profess it by the same fact.
Wherefora inasmuockh as they do thus
hold and profess the Presbyterian Churoh
to be the most loriftural. and themselvos
to be Ohristians believing in the Boriptures
it s olear that they are in daty bound,
to advanes her interests in hoﬁlngstho
truth of Gol in this Dominion, Evean

a3 citizens who love and dJesirs the pros.

paity of the Dowinlon as thew
countyy, it is their duty and interest toad-
vanco the cats of the chureh whioh they
beliove to proach most elowly the truth of
God that jwsparteth *he “rghtoowsness
vlichevaltetloanetion  Wo bslieve that
the umting of ali Presbyterians in the Do.

went of the ewnge of Chiniat and prospauty
!of the Dominicy epirttually and tempor
ally, And 1f this bolief is rightly founded,
which we lvave open for vostigation,
it cloarly fullows thatit 15 the duty of
all Presbytorians—who are also ocitizens ef
this, might and should be, and to a groat
extont, is prosperous and happy Do
minion—to join in the Union,

Now My, iditer, having smd this much
regurdmg the nnion whioh has already
taken place, and is to bo more confirmed
at tho appronohing Assombly, I will now
olose, fearing that I have already tres.
Fassea too muoh on your space, have
hore spoken more especially regarding
tho  principles  involved  in  the
union, and the ndvancemoent of the
caugo, and the duty devolving upon Pres-
byterian mombers, as members evon theor-
elioelly. But perhaps I may havo afuture
opportunity {o mako referonce regard-
ing tho praotieal and practised works of
the _Ohuroh, ospooially the Home and
Foreign Missian work, and the vexed va-
canoies and probation work. Yoursirnly,

Facrus FACTENDUSQUE,

Fr————
Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund,

Editor BRIT151 AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Dear Sir,—At the recont mesting of the
Synod of Toronto and Kingston, a memo-
rinl to the General Assembly from the Pres-
bytery of Whitby anent the administration
of “The Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund,”
was rofused transmission to said Assembly
on the singular ground that the published
Report of the Committee appointed at last
Assembly to mature measures for next
Assembly had not yot heen presented.
Aocording to this decision no Presbytery
oan approach the Assembly through the
constituted channel, the Synod, in regard
to any matior dealt with in the published
recommendations of ihe above named
Committee till after it reports to the As.
sembly, when it will be too late to take
Presbyterial action for presentation to the
Supreme Court at this year's session. As
the prineiple on whioh The Aged and In.
firm Ministers’ Fund is henceforth to be
dispensed concerns the Church as & whole

as well as her ministers’ who are more
espeoially interested, I beg leave, through
the PRESBYTKRIAN, to call the atlention of
the members of Assembly to the subject.
I know not that this can be better done
than by quoting the words of the!memorial,
which are explicit enough assuredly.

“ Your memorialists strongly disapprove
of the princlple on which it is proposed to
dispense ¢ The Aged and Infirm Minisfers’
Fund,’ as sel forth in the Report of the
Committee appoiuted to mature measures
for next Genernl Agsembly. According to
thut Report ten yoars' of service in the
ministry are requisito exe an aged or infirm
mimster osn obtain aid from said Fund,
except at tho humiliating cost of havin
his poverty paraded before the Genera
Ansembly. And your memorialists also
disapprovo of the further recommendation
of said Committee, viz.: that the amount
of aid be increased with the increase of
years in the ministry over or beyond the
enfranchising number, ten. Your rev, Court
is hercby entreated to prevent said Fund
obtaining a place in the category of those
funds that are disbursed on the commer-
cial prineiple of quid pro quo; and that you
stamp it with & purely benevolent charae-
ter, by enaoting that it be dispensed ac-
cording to aotual need on the part of Ged's
ministering servants, and not according to
length of service,—that it bo dispensed as
God disponses morcy to inen, where merit
has no place, and demerit exercises no re-
straining influence. Your memorialists
beliovo that the Christian peoplo, whose
contributions constitute the fund, would be
disappointed and grieved were aid withheld
from *a brother in need,’ however brief
his terms of service may have been. That
you may be divinely dircsted in all your
deliberations is the prayor, ote.”

The foregoing dooument contains sug-
gestions that desorve tho solemn oconsidera-
tion of the members of Assembly. They
will bo very muoh liclped to & Christian-
like courso in the matter by observing the
maunet in which the Aposties dealt out the
funds placed at their disposal for the pov-
erty-stricken bolievers in their day. ~We
learn that ** distribution was made unto
, every man according as he had need,” and
not according to the number of months or
weocka during which he had professed faith
in Christ.

Tt may bo stated that the prosent writer
has been upiwards of 40 years in tho minis-
try, and according to the recommondation
of tho Committeo, would, wero he laid
aside, havo a claim to the largost amount
in the graduated reale of annuities, But
he takes this opportunity to say, in no
apirit of boasting, however, that should in.
firmity and neod overtake Lim in the pro-
videnoe of (od, his conscience would not
allow him to accept of more from the Fand
than what was awarded to his yonngest
brother disabled for work aund in equal
need.

The memorialists should have gone more
fully into the subject and ahown that the
fand is not designed to bo shared by those
agod avd infirm ministers who are pos-
sessed of menns snfilcient for their support.
The fund is prostituted when it is dealt
out in pensions {o the affiuent in propor.
tinn to their years of service. Srxxrx,

Unéario, 20d Junz, 1878,

winien i & greut stoptowsrds the advanoe- |
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Read Sermons.

Eitor Halfani ANERICAR PREILYIERIAN,

Sii,=—As I heard Dr. Taylor's Jooures
on proaching, let mo sy n fow words in
regard to Lis doetrino of the ** paper,” In
spenking on this tople ha very candidly
adnutted that  * pronoling widout the
manueoript 18 vho normal wey”  Juat ot
us look at bis tno main argumonts in sop-
purt ot the contessodly abnormal way of
preaclany,

The uss uf the paper givos tho proncher
strongth.  Suroe to koop to tho point. No
foar of Lresking down, I¥ used right it
adds to the fire instond of throwing cold
woler ou 15, Very woll. In this connec.
tion hio roferred to his own case, He
proached for ten yoars memoriter, and
found no diffiouliy in committing o newly-
writien” sormon in an hour awmd o half,
Momorviter preaching is the best for the
majority. One day ho took a notion fo
read, and over sinco his memory dovsn’t
work, and Le can commit now only with
great iflioulty. He is very sorry for hav-
ing giving up his former mothod ; but after
much hard, persevering work he has
trained himeelf so that with an hour and
a half studying of his sermon he oan read
it with effect. Now, if he conld commit
his sermon in an hour and a half—if he is
sorry for abandoning his firat method ke
osusge he had more power that way—if it
took a long, hard course of training in order

to bring himself to be able to read with
effect by spending an hour and a half with
his sermon after it is writton, surely all
this is in favour of preaching without the
manusoript instead of using it. And yet
just here he said, ** by perseverance you can
bring yourself to use the manusoript so
that it will be a help instead of x hind.
rance,” But, if memoriter is the best
method for the msjority—if the newly-
written sermon can be commitfed in the
sameo time that it takes to prepare a new-
ly-written sermon for effective reading—if
it takes a long time, with hard work, {o
get into the way of thus preparing and
reading, doesn't it stand to reacon that it
is better to use this exéra oncrgy in writing
and commitling more porfeotly? In a
word, if Dr, Taylor himself had expended
this extra labour in the way just indicated,
he would have grown more and more
effeotive than ho was when he left off me.
moriter preaching ; but as it is, he has ac-
cording to hix own avowal, nof the power
he had then, Dast winter I heard him de-
liver an * off-hand” addross, and notwith-
standing the diffieulty of memory alread
alluded to, he had twice the power whie
he has when his eyo is dircoted to the
paper instead of the people, and when he
stops when the last word is read becauss
his * paper's oot.”

Ths other argument was a reference to a
few men who read and wore powerful
preachers, Two in partionlar he mentioned
—Ohalmers and Joaathan Edwards. Now,
his most glowing and impressive passages
wore deliversed by Chalmors without being
read; dnd it was the exception for Ed.
wards {o use his manuseript, and while he
was powerful with it, he wes much more
g0 when he was free. Bosides all this,
these men were exooptions. Their's was
¢ foll readin.” Why didn't Dr. Taylor take
his examples from the common run of
readers of the present day., In tho Pres-
byterian Church of the United States read-
ing is almost universal ; and strange to say
is algo becoming quite common in the
Methodist Church in some places. Now,
I have only heard two or thres good read-
ors, Dr. Taylor being one of them, and I
have heard read sermons by the soore.
Not one in a hundred reads with effect.
If all who read would do like Dr. Taylor,
or at any rate try and do their best, it
would be a different thing, It is all very
well to piok two or three men out of a
centum who have been Powerful with the
msanuscript—all very well to grow eloquent
in doseribing the ideal roader, but just take
the reality, and as & general thing what is
it ? The old lady's description of her min-
ister will apply to more than one, “hse's a
wesl-meanin man ; bat ho has an awfu’ dn-
livery—like a crow pickin', up an’ deon,
up an’ doon.”

0 wad sonto power the gitiie gle thom

To seo thomsels as {thers seo them;’
or rather, would that tho Holy Ghost wounld
wako those lazy readers up! * Without
the manuseript is the normal way of
proaching,” says the ohavapion for the
manusoript, Now, thoseadnormal preach-
ers can be mnormal before any other
audienco but the * congregation;” and
many of them can speak with offect. It is:
n shame to draw! out the glad news with
nose down to the paper while the hearers
are asleep, (oxcuso the solecism), and to
deliver a worldly speech with all the power
and magnetism they possessl It is worse
than a shame—it is an awfol sin! Look-
ing at it thus it is easy to see (hat nothing
but laziness and indiflerence make man:
road in the way they do. What they nee§
is & good waking up. It is a fact and a
blessed ono that Mr. Moody is revolution-
izing, to a greal extent, the preaching of
America. It would not be a bad thing if
Moody held a special meetinf, for a while,
in gome central place, for all the lazy and
indifferent readers, and extersporizers too,
to see if he could got a little new life in-
fused into them. Then you would see
hundreds of congregations giving big
“ purses” to their ministers and sending
them off to the meeting. T must stop.
Just take examples nearest at hand—take
half's doxen of readers, and the same num-
ber of normal preachers, and which of
therh Is tiis more powertnl 9 H.
Ordazis, June 3th, 1875,



