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TRANSPORTATION: OUR WATE.RWAYS.

Fmore~ important qtietons of a comimercial char-
acier are before out people to-day than aconsidera-

tion of the best course to puisue in the es elopiient of
our waterway s. It iay be espected that the coming
international convention to iniisiler the subject, and
which is to meet in this city sery shortly, will throw
some liglht on the question The fai t that such a meet-
ing h.âs been called, and that leading citiens (if Canada
and the United States are interesting themselses ar-
tively in the matter, may be t:ken îs good es idence that
the question is a live one.

The \1 i.î i R has aire.î ly pubbîlîshed ses eral contribu-
tions on the question, and thi., ionth furthei suîpple-
nients these by an article specially Aritten for these col-
umns by Mr. J uies il. Campbell, of Nsontreal, in Ahicli
the Welihnd Canal, as a fictor in proposed plans, s
discussed. And foliow ing . r. Campbell's paper are the
views of M r. Fisher, Mt.'., of Winnipeg, sswo has been
a close student of the subject for years.

wHKI .stR. t .\\lll-.l 1. .

It iswith pleasure i not-cethat theCANA1>î sN Mit i.t
in% îes discussion on the important problen of ranspor.
tation in Canada. if by throwving youi columns open to
the question, you can Iead Canadians on, either to criti-
cise or to suggest improvements, the whole question of
transportation iî certain to be a gainer thereby.

The probleni for us as, the transportation of the pro-
duct of the grcat West to tie consuimers in Europe.
There is no s-stem of transportaton by land which can
compete in cheapness i th the tr.nsportation by water,
represented by a carrier of say iooooo bushels n bulk
down ihrough the greit l.ikes. The watersied of the
United States dnfting to the (ulf of iiexico has been

of little use to the Americans of the Northe:n States,
and they hase bent ail their cnergies to sonething else ;
a great deselopment and a keen competition :n their
land carriage haï led some people to im.Igine that the
rauilsay and not the w:sterc*Ourse wa.s the true vehicle of
transportation. In our country a giant e at the map *ill
cons ince anyone tliat a great detelopment of business

along our % atercouse shouild be the ali of our busness
men and ofnur statesmen entrusted with power. Our
watershed, clear and distinct from that of the United
States, extends from the Rrt: ky Mountains through our
land to the Atlantic, .nd represents the artery of hfe for
our coui *r> Il is truc th.ît this great artery is closed
for 5 months in the >ear, but so is the whole transporta-
tron service of the great lakes. and lite more the North
West develops, the more es dent it becomes tht their
future is dependent on Ihis se.-on of open w ater for its
tr.însportatîon Far be it iliat i shotlti depreciate in
any way our ra ',a y systen, mote especial> that portion
of it west of Port Arthur, sithout which we could not
lias e npened up th.tt great empite ir the west ; however
Ir msportation by 3.iter ca't tf l'ort Arthur is the pot-
lion of our 3atershed up fir disussion ai present.

These general renarks are preparatory to ttkîng up
the question i, 31h h thi letterisdesoted -theWelland
Canal The proposition to 'ecpen the canals has become
i rystalbred. Almost esery water and public spe.iket
seeking to account for the st.&gnation of trade on the St.
Lawrenre route, ,eeking to account for the fact taat
Mlontreal tranships z5 millions rgaint iutTilo's 2oo
millions, 3inds up with, " l)eepen the can.iis." Compe-
lent engineis asseit, i behiese, that to deepen the Vel-
lanl to a lesel of 2o fret, would mean an expenditu'e of
15 in-lions of dollars. -i he question s, Would it pay ?
Why us il su easy ft grain to drift in the sea s la lltrTalo,
and o dsfi tit to irmog it our Aay ? In the a.nster will
lie foind tie answer lu the question, " Wouid il pay ?'
The .;eneral modern tonnage of the lpper lakes is now
representei by iesels (if 300 10 340 feet in length, and

our Welln.d loi ks are only 270 fet : consequently for
fre.ghts throuigh to Kingstoin or tIensbuarg we are
îlependrnt on the siiier freigiter and gent rally speak-
ing the oler bo.it It a lite larger sessels that make

tIi freiî,lht r.tes. and as the older an.1 smî.illei bints fail

nul, il is pr iaii:îtic that it a Ill betote m ,oir ;nl more
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diticulit t gel i apitil to repi.î e theii. The se.tion tiur-

in which these lake i r tft can e.rn a divitiend is short ;
fieight rates are low, it is diuicult to see s hit is to ad-
vance tiemî, and their oniil) s;lv.itioii lies n the nimher
(if q uitk trips il the lowst p te hlie tume for -i propiellor
fîomn Chicago to l'art Coliorne or ltufTtlo is about 4 'a
days. Our Well tnd has 2i lot ks. and a vessel mssak'ng

the trip n and out of i.ake ( bntario loses fr-om 30 to 40
hours in that c.nal. A veniel owner wll nit voluntar-
ily surrender tiat ime, etvept ai a comlens.tting rate
of fe eight .aind the moeint Iiglier ta.les ire est.ibisied,
the route is handicappei with the extri c harge. This
would apply witl the saie force were the locks 3CO feet
and their depth 20 feet. Towards the close (of n.n ga-
lion, wlhen the pressute of fail thipnents is on, this loss
of time in the WellanJ is a sery serlous consideraton,
and is a danper foi the Can.tdi.n route. As an illustra-
tion t.ke the rates of freights to-day wsheat is being
carried (ton )uluth to ltiff.lo for i ', ., bushel and on
to New York for 3 cents -'s maili, shile so light is the
trade %ta the St. Lat rence, that it is d.ficuilt t0 get
Wellind cinal sessels under 2k cents ti Kingston,
tlils paid, and with the 2k river fieight, say 5 cents
to Montreal. The largest carrier is the rheapest freighter;
it A ill make the freight rates and take rte trade with it.
Until that far dist.nt day arrs es ahen Chicago elevators
move out to the breakwsater, <apital insesting in lake
tonnage for generil business wjl il nt thediauglit ofthe
vessel in the depth of bater in the Chicago river ; this
river is narnow, its banks are iîuddy, and not-sithstand-
îng decrees ai Washington. i doubt if it will ever stand
dredging to 20 feet. If my rnmory dotes not deceive
ie, the depth ai present is i5 6 and to call the last six
inches water is to,insult teetotallers. I bave frequently
seen the ordnary luffalo propellers stuck i theý sed-
ment ait the Clark street bridge. It is not the want of
water in the Welland which sends the grain to lIuff.lo,
for there is really very lttile différence between the Wei-
land and the Chicago riser. The reasons are, the short-
ness of the tocks, the tnie lost in the canal, no return
cargo, the lîmted amouti of ocean tonnage ai the l'ort
of Afontreal, sundry charges which should be borne by
the na' on, and tue unlhmited amoutnt of ocean tonnage at
the Port of New York. That is what is the iattet
with our trade.

Uniil we have a larger fieight market aI the l'ort of
Afontreal, there is not the slighte.. use in spending
nioney on increasing the depth or lengthening the locks
of the Welland. The only way in ahich we can increase
this freight market is to buy more stuff where we hope
to seli. The truc solution. i think, for trade via the
Welland is a transport:ation compaiy, tr.nshipping the
gr.un ai Port Coilrne, into wooden barges and freight-
ng it str.tight to iIontre.di. Thevesselonnerat Chicago,
D>uluth and l'ort Arthur would carry the grsin to l'ort
Colborne at iuffalo rates in competitio.n, he would tnot
fiuure on tue lost in the canal ; if we could not supply
hum with a return cargo, it would be no trick tu run lin
ituffalo lglit, gel his return cargo there, and travel west
as happy as his rates of freight could make hum. ly
this means we could make use of the United States
%est botiod traffir to help our shipments via the St.
Lawrence, ur.tii such lime as we created a through trade
ofour own. Arranging our affairs to take advantage of
the Btuffalo coal ttade iiould be a point gained for us,
and western men equaIl' %%th ourselves would rsap
whatever advantage there 3as in il, but so long as we
depend upon the Welland canal only, we can never hope
tn udo the business which our favorable position on this
continent would seem to justify. The canal is, however,
qîtte suffic:ent for the Niontre:l freight market at
preset. If we could not barge grain from l'ort Colborne
to %tontreal n 5c,ooo bushel lots cheaper than frnm

ii.-Taln to New Vork sna the lttle Erie in 6,ooo busnel
lits, there is no use in patttng ourselves on the back
oser our natu-al water route The demands of marine
insurance, that sut b la';e vessels carry sails, could easily
be covered on 5o,ooo bushel barges, and the tow cone
cona Iiontreal. ie not Ioiet us hear aithing .ljoit more
elevators at l'ort Colborne. l'ut the price of the eleva-
tors oint barges, we want the stuff to come through not
stop there. At lluffalo tht lttle floapng elevators forced
the big land elrvators to bny theni out. Cheap flnating
elevators will beat land elevators out of the transier
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trade. Such a tr.mnsportation company would, however,
have to be one of large capital. At 'ort Colborne the
propeller. would comne mi harbour from Chicago,
D)uluth and l'ort Arthur, with too,ooo bushel lots, and
would .lie to be unloaded promptly, with the present
depth of our river canals and channel, and ai the rate
they are giving this much talked of deepening of that
important part of our ioite to 14 feet, will see two elec-
tions and ten years tîne pass over our heads. The grain
would have to be transferred into 4 Or 5 barges, these
barges would have ta be camped out for ai least a fort-
n'ght, anl atliers ready to take their places. The seson
is short in which to make a dividend, and with our itile
bit of a freight market ai Montreai, a Welland and Mon
treal transportation company would not niake expenses.
To do the thing right it must be preparied to handle the
westein trade on a western basis, and there is not the
tonnage at the l'art of lontreal ta do it. With more
freight room, and 14 feet of water in our river channe
and canals, barges freighting 50 to 6o thousand
bushels, Port Colborne to Montreai, presterving the iden-
tity of the grain, especially the fine spting wheat of the
north, would leave New York with its larger freightage
and utle 6,ooo bushel boat loasis high and dry ai con-
peting prices for the spring wheat trade, but a larger
freight market aI Montreal is an absolute necessity. As
ta what could be dont in the way of incrtasing our ocean
freight market, it is only necessary to quote a wel
known axiom : " Those who can reach the markets of
the worli cheapest, shall control the markets of the
worid "-and it applies with the saine force to imports
that it dotes to exports.

The genîeral conclusion is, that until there is trade
enough ta push a transportation company on the Wel-
land-Montreai route, ta the full capacity of that canal, it
would be very little benefit to the country enlarging it.
When that day comes it might pay better to build
another. for there would net only be room for two, but
for many other transportation routes through Ontario.
!tr. Hill, President of the Northern Pacifie Railroad,
s.uid, Canada has .-dvantages which are pecuharly ber
own, and that there was room for a far greater develop-
ment of trade than most people imagined.

At the moment of that earthquake last spring in ibis
city. I was talkng to the owner of these fine English
turret freighters which are now doing such good work on
the St. Lawrence for our coal cotipanies. It is quite
possib!e ta build a "turret" îetighter for a 14 foot draught
of water capable of -mrrying goooo bushels of grain
through from the lake ports to England-but ail the
c:anal locks would have te be lengthened.

Regarding ibis business of loading at the lake ports;
cheap craft of say 300o tons repreentted by those "tur-
rets" might possibly do it, but they would have to com-

pete with the 12 or 84 thousand tonners of the ocean
loading ait an ocean port ; the cheap craft of the lakes
with a tow of.barges would more than hold their own,
while the turning of the.gran once would be a decided

advantage to the grain, and with regard to corn almost
a necessiy. The tine lost in those numemus canai locks
would prevent as expensive a ship as a 20 foot ocean
freighter loading ai a lake poit in competition with
cheaper tonnage. The "whalebacke, suitable for the
lakes is a failure on the ocean ; the "turret is still ex-
perimental for the sea and bates, but it bas etaabhshed
itself on our river Ii stay. I learn from an independent
qu trier that they are paying to% on their cost-notwith-
standing dull limes. Let us have the 84 foot channel as
qtuickly as possible.

A VOICE FROM MANITORA.

MIr. ;ames Fisher, M. P. P., of Winnipeg, Man., when
un Toronto a fortnight ago, gave expression at some
length tn his views oi the subject of transportation and
the benefits that he believes woiuld accrue te Canada,
ans' particularly the North'est, by an extcnsion of our
waterways.

" Toe people of Manitoba," said Mr Fisher, "are be-
comng 'nore and more alive to the great importance of
the deepening the channels. I believe the opinion is
every day gaining ground that the surest means of de-
iverance from the present ruinous freight rates is to be

fotud in the deepening of these waterways."
" What te are specially anxious for ai presetl is ta


