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THE BEGINKINGS OF ONTARI0.~Xo. 4.

Events Whiok Precoded tho Founding of
York:

BY (. MERCER ADAS,

With the establishment, in 179}, 0f Upper
Canada as a soparate Province, Lord Dor.
chester—then Governor-General of the col-
ony—had Kingston in view asthe Provincial
metropolis. How Toronto, or rather York,
aa it came for a timo to bo called, won the
honor of being the capital, we shall present.
lysce. Meantime let us take a glance at
what had been transpiring in Cauada since
the Conquest. With the addition of New
France to the Colonial Empire of Britain,
the mother country took over an element of
some perplexity,.in & peopls she fouad it
difficalt to assimilate with her own nation.
ality, France in the New World not ounly
spoke another langusge, but she had pecnliar
laws of her own, snd a riugion which,
¢though it had been that of the country from
the time of Champlaia, was nct that of her
pew rulers. England's policy, of course,
was to make it as casy as posible to incor-
porate the French-Cazadiavs into the na-
tional system. For a time it was nocessary
to resort to military rule, bat this indeed,
if we exoept that of the Church, was the
only rule the French Coloay had really
known. With military rule, however,
courts of judicature were constituted for
the hearjng and determining of all causcs,
crimina]l as well as civil, and, as near as
might be, agresably to the laws of Epgland,
with liberty of appeal, under the usual re.
strictions, to the Crown. Unfortunately,
though the lsws were administered in the
justest manner, and with due regard to the
feelings of & people who were unfamiliar
with the forms of British justice, the French,
under the Quebeo Act of 1774, had restored
%o them the ‘‘custom of Paris,” a code of
civil law which existed prior to the Con-
quest, and which, with the system of seig-
nosial tenure on which they were permitted
to hold their lands, they have continued to
enjoy to tho present day, To the English
who had settled in the country the conces-
alon gwve great and just offence, ts it was a
violation of $he ordinance of 1764, socuring
the administration of Eoglish law, apd on
the faith of which aumbers of English-speak.
ing peopls had taken up residence in Canada.
In some rcspects, however, the concession
was & politic one, as, though it placed the
English minority in the country at a disad.
vautage, it strengthened the attachment of
French Canada to the British Crown, an
object at the time of no little moment, in
view of the prevalling disaffection among
the English colonics on the seaboard, and
their subscquent revolt. In other respocts
the measure was good, namely, inits removal
of the disabilities from Roman Catholics, as,
among other benefits conferred, it gave a
legal sanction to their religion,—~an act of
toleration which it took Eoglaud many years
to extend to the samo communion ia the
mother-land, though it may be said that,
from a prevent-dsy poiat of view, it has not
coptributed to the prosperity, but rather to
tho disadvantage, of Lower Canada, Aswe
have said, the measuro naturally gave great
offence to British scttlers in the conngy.
But dissatisfaction was eapecially expressed
with it, in consequence of the cxtensiveares
throughont which the Act would havo to bo
respected, for by ita provisisos the western
boundary of Canadawas toinclude a region
#0 remote a8 tho valloy of tho Ohio. In due
time, howarer, tho repeated protoeta of the
Anglo-Cavaaians sgaiast thoinjustioo of tho

Quebec Act induced Miniater Pitt to make
a radical change in the administrative ma.
chinery of Canade, 30 far, at least, as the
weatcrn portion of the country was con-
corned, The incoming of English-spesaking
sotfiers from the territory of tho new-born
Republio increased the volume of complaint
heard at the Colonlal Office, and no doubt
hastened the passing of the awmeliorating
measuro,
By the Constitution Act of 1791—as the
Bill was called—the country wae divided
into f{wo parts, designated Upper and
Lower Canada, the boundary line being the
Ottawa River, Esch Province was to have
its own Goveraor, and an Exccutive Coun-
cil, sppointed by the Crown, together with
» Parliament, comisting of a Legislative
Council and a Representative Assembly.
The Government in both Provinces was un-
fortunately made responsible, not to the
Representative Assembly, but to the Colo-
nial Office in Eogland,—» mistake which,
in Upper Canada particularly, was in time
to bring forth bad fruit. In Upper Canada,
Enoglish 1aw was to bs cstablished, and pro-
vision made in both Provinces for the sap-
port of & Protestant clesgy, by the setting
spart of certain wild lands, called Clergy
Reserves, an enactment which later on, in
the Upper Province, was to lead to much
contention, Freed from the trammels of
connection with Lower Canada, the Upper
Province took a leap onward in that path ot
progress which to lock back on to-day seems
s if it had come about by enchantment, so
great has been the transformation and mar-
vellous the development.
From 1783, when the Revolutionary War
closed, the Province promised to be invaded
alopg the whole of its water-froot at acat-
tered points attractive to the settler. Up
to 1791, however, with the exception of
small communities along the St. Liwrence,
the Bay of Quinte, the Niagara frontier, and
the Detroit River—the bulk of which was
of Loyalist settlement—there was no whits
population in the country, and the wkhole
region was an almost trackless forest. The
natural advantages of the Province were
great : as we have seen, it abonnded in tim-
ber, it bad a good soil, plenty of fish and
game, and in every direction was well wat
ered by streams, genenally navigable for
boata and cavoes, and possested of a climate
at once bracing and healthy. Whatalone
were noeded were the surveyor, the axeman,
ard the settler. Record of the appear-
auce of the first of these we find trace of in
the neighbothood of Toronto, in the person
of Surveyor-General Collins, who, in 1788,
in a report of the region to Lord Dorches-
ter, apeaks of the Harbor of Toronto aa “‘ca.
pacious, safe, and well-aheltered.,” Three
years later, wa find Mr. Augustus Jones,
I’rovincial Land Surveyor, pursuing his vo-
cation in tho same land.locked waters, and
prospecting gencerally in the neighborbood.
Tho beauty and shelter afforded by the Bay
of Toronto were such aareadily to commend
tho aitc asa desirable one for the location of
acity. It gaveaccess, aa we have seen, by
the most direct path, to Lake Ia Clie (Sim.
coe) and the waters of Huron, and lay in
close proximity tothe Humberriver, and the
¢splace of meeting”—as tho word*“Toronto"
denotes —of the Indians, Moreover, it was
within casy hail of Niagara, the British
fort on the opposito shore of the lake, and
ia tho line of communication esstward.
How these advantages were to tell in favor
of the selection of Toronto as a capital we
shall ore long discover.

TWith the erection of Upper Canada into
a distinet, I'covinos it socuroed, as we have

secn, Aseparate government; and an ad.
minjstrator was to be appeiated, with the

title of Lioutenant-Gecrernor, The gover-
norship fell into the able hands of Lt.-Col,
John (raves Simcoe, whoso app.ntment, In

792, 1ed to his crossing tho Atlantic and
taking up residence at Noewark, the Provin.
cial capital. With bim cameo a staff of offi.
clals to administer the uffairs of the new
Provinco, including Mr, Peter Russell, a
membor of his Executive Council, and the
officer who, some years later, succceded
Simcao in tho Licutenant-Governorship.
The Governor and his suite left Englard
early in May, 1702, and arrived at Nisgara
ob the Sth of the following July, Hero, in
tho centre of the Leau monde of the Pro.
vince, a3 an early travellor through Canada
facotiomsly remarks, Governor Simcoe, in
the month of September, summoned
the firet Yarliament of Upper Canads,
It consisted of an Upper Houss of
eight members, appointed by the Crown
for life, and a Lower House, of sixteen
members, to bu elected by tho people. The
Iatter were chosen, in the main, from tho
farming angd trading classes, the professions,
as yet, not having had foothold in the Pro.
vince. The legislation of this primitive
Parliameat, though unambitious, sensibly
met the requirementa of the country. One
of its earliest measures was the introdoction
of the Civil Law of England and trial by
jury. Other measures made provision for
the erection of court-houses, jails, and such
other public buildings as were required in
the various districts into which tho Pro.
vince was at the time divided.

These districts, which cancelled the div-
isjons of the Province made some yecars
hefore by Lord Dorchester, and to which ho
had given German names, in compliment to
Epgland’s Hanoverian King, were as fo)-
lows: the Esstern diatrict, covering the
region lyiog between the Ottawa river and
the Gananoque; the Midland, covering
that between the latter and the Trent ; the
Home, or Nisgara district, extending from
the Trent to Long Point, on Lake Erie ; and
the Weatern or Detroit district,extending to
the St. Clair. Theso districts wero again
subdivided into countics, and each of tho
latter was to have its jail and court-house,
Thus were the initial steps taken to open
up the Province for scttloment, and evolu-
tion was to do tho rest.

Nisgars, at this period, if we except
Kingeton, was the only place of importance
in Upper Canada, and it paturally becamo
tho cradle of the Weatern province, It had
therefore some claim to become the per-
manent cspital. Unfortunately for the
town, its ncarness to United States territory,
and the dangerouz proximity of Fort
Nisgara, dashed the hopes in this respect of
its inhabitanta. To Governor Simcoe's sur-
prise, he fonnd that the fort at the month
of the river was shortly to be garrisoned by
American soldiery, and that it didnot belorg
to Kiog George, Butthisnoed not have sur-
prised tho Governor had he considered for a
moment with what ignorance the colonial
offico had been wont to give effect to troaties
disposing of enormous areas in tho new
world, withont the slightest knowledge of
geograpby and with sublime indiffsronce to

ing Streot in rogard to treaty-making was
not only manifest in the proceedings which
gave effcct to the Treaty of Paris, confirm.
ing tho Indopendence of the Usnited States,
but was 2180 o beahown, at & Iater date, in
the Troaty of Ghent, which terminated the
Wre of 1812, By tho former, England not
oaly loat a large alice of tarritory, but, in
its ignorantly placed and impracticabloline,
Canada bas recently badto gropein the dark

liu fixing the weatern boundary of Optario,

from the notablo North-weat avgle of the

jccal copsiderstions, The folly of Down.

Lake of the Woods. By the Treaty of
Ghent, it is almost unnccossary to remind
the reader, Britaln loat the whole of the
Stats of Maine, which by right of conquest
belonged to Cansda, aud at the timo was
ours with the *‘consent and content * of ita
people,
——————ll g O W e e,
IMPERIAL FEDERATION.

BY REV. GEORGE M. ORANT, D.D., PRESIDENT
OF QUESN'S UNIVERSITY, KINGSTON,
Some people get as angry at references to
the future of Canada as a mad bull at & red
rag. Let well alone, Ars wo not doing
splendidly? Why should not the present
stats of things continue for ever and a day,
or at any rate, for some time. To denounce
Federationists as vistonaries, and to declare
that they content themselves with uttering
generalities and indulging in sentiment, sre
matters of course. Well, it isenough tosay
in reply to these good people, and everybody
olse, that our present condition cannot pos-
sibly be permanent, simply ‘because grawn
men ought not to be satisfied, and will not
be catisfied, without full citizenship, It is
& small thing to the poorest man possessed
of sclf-respect whether his wagesarolarge or
small, compared with tho great thing whether
heisa frce man or not. So, it #s not
anongh to tell us that our present position is
cheap. We atk, are wo in posscasion of the
same blessings, burdens, responaihilities and
powers as tho people of Great Britain cr the
Uhaited States? 1f not, depend upon it we
maust belicve {hat there is a hope of ovr em,
erging out of the merely colonial status int
one of full cquality with our fellow subjects
in Eogland, Scotland, and Ircland, or we
will make an abrupt escspe tomehow from
the condition of wards protected by a
mother, even should we creak our necks in
the attempt. We must therefore either
camly consider what is involved in Imperial
Confederation, and determine to move on to
full citizenship along that line, for better or
worse, or run the inevitable risk of sooncr
or later parting with the mother sountry in
anger, to st up house for ourselves, no
matter what the cost and the perils, or of
casting in our lot with the neighboring Re-
poblic. I believe that ovr present posi.
tion is the ono from which we are bound to
start in thinking out what our future is to
be. To separate ourselves from the past—
and such a past—to cut loote from our
base, seems to me fnexusable unless disrop:
tion is forced upon a°. That the majority
of Canadians bolieve that permanent union
with Great Britain is better than either is-
olation or annexation is indisputable. To
thees I would nove speak, Instead of dis:
cuming the advantages and dissdvantagesof
isolation aud annexation, { would point out
what is immedistely and necessarily io.
volved in our cuntinuing to be subjects of
tho queen,
1t wo belong to the empire and shara in
its prestige and benefits, we musttake vpon
ourselves its burdens. Aro wo prepared to
doso? Yo are the Canadian subjects of
Her Majesty. Her mbjects in GreatBritain
I8y, according to their meane, for tho pro-
tection they rcceive. Are we in Canada
prepared to doso too? Daring the whels
of this century, wo have beer gradoally tak-
ing upon ourslves burdens formerly bLomo
by tke mother country., Yo havothusbeen
cmerging from tha stats of pupilage into tke
stato of manhood. We Federationists havy
tho andacity to assumo that wo ovght now
to comider curselves full.grown mien, spd
no longer wards, Up to 1818, Great Britain
paid the whole expenditure connected with
the Ciril Government of this Province, jout

a3 Fraro) had done up to 1763. In 18I0,
the House of Assembly fc'* that the Iro-
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