TRUTH.

——

ther such mon as thoso who caro to makea
living by prizo-fighting are temperate or
not! They aro of no vse to socioty at laryo,
and tho more they drank tho sooner the
world would loso them—and no great loss,
That it is n good thing for a man to bo able
to uso tho weapons which nature has given
him for his own defence when called upon
todo 8o, no one, I presume, will deny, but,
when a mn makes tho pounding of his fel-
low men forth:e sakoof gain, a *‘profession,”
ho oversteps thomark.

Mr. J. L. Sullivan is, coatainly, a fine an-
imal avd is, perhaps, ontitled to somond-
miration from thoto who admiro physical
development, but ho is infinitely less worthy
of it than a fino horso or a fino dog~and if
ho doean't liko what I say, 1 hopo ho won't
conto to Toronto.

Thoso almost omniscient British ragcswho
laughed the idea of cmploying Canadian
boatmen in Egypt to scoin, must now seo
that thoy did nct koow quite as much es
they thought they did. Qur voyageurs kavo
proved themselves to have beon, essentially,
the zight men in the right place, and their
work and general behavior have called forta
tho bighest praise from all in connection
" with the Soudan cxpedition. They per
formed acts of which, probably, no other
body of mien would huve beea capable, and
showed that Canadians arc just as good as,
and perhaps a little better, than any other

people.

Certsin’~ English writers on Canada and
the Cacadians do make the most ludicrous
blunders sometimes, but ignorance is at the
bottom of mostof them  That learned
writer who located one end of the Victoria
bridge in Detroit and tho other at Niagara
Falls ahould bo scnt to some school for
adult igooramt to stady geograpby, and
thoge Britishers wha imagine Canada to bo
alacd of perpctual spow  and feo thould bo
rigged up in batlalo coats and fur caps, and
started out on a pedestrian tour from To-
ronto to Hamilten during  a July blizzard.
Then they might aller their tune.  Thoe pop-
ularidea amongst Loglishmen at home con-
cerning Canada is much strengthened by the
condnct of their fricnds out here, who scem
to think it noccesary, ecven in summer, to
be photographed in fur coats spriokled with
salt or flour to represcnt snow, and thease
photographs aro looked upon, in England,
a3 correctly poriraying Canadian costome
all the year round. I trust that tho rocent
visit of the British Assdciation to thiscoun-
try will do something to dispel the peculiar
fancies that people on tho other side of
tho Atlantic catertain concerning us and
onr country.

Stnater Alexander insists upon Sir David
Macpherson removing the hugo portraitof
himself from tho walls of tho lobby in the
Seanate, Sir David says he won't do it, and
80 tho matter stands for the present.  Mr.
Alexander’s principal objection to the pic-
turc is its immeonse size, which is nearly
twice that of anyocne of thoothers that
havog upon the wall, and  ho asserts that as
Sir David, instoad of doing twice as much
for the geod of hiscountry as the other gon-
tlemen whoso portraits grace tho lobby,
noverdid half as much, he shonld not have
auch a big picture insoprominenta position.
It was certainly o picco of osteatationt
snobbery on tho part of Sir David to have
that imoicnse portmit painted and hung
where it is, but surcly it docs no harm. 1t
can't speak, and, if Mr. Alexander fecls
agricved about it, why docsu’t ho hangs
portmit of himaclf up, thres times as big sz
Sic David’s? Qor Scnators must have
mighty littlo to do when they spend timo

in wrangling over one another’s counterfcit
presentments.

I would beg to mako a suggestion in con
nection with tho rules and regulations of tho
Toronto Free Library, which is, that thero,
should bo some discrimination shown in the
length of timo a borrower is permitted to
retain a voluma. As faras I can sce, tho
set period is two weeks ; well, that is amplo
timo for anyono to get through some books,
but, in the cosc for inatance, of Chamber's
Journal, two volumes of which, cach con-
taining 416 pagos of closcly-printed reading
matter, ave bound in one, two weeks is not
long enough to read, mark, learn, and in°
wardly digest their contents, for X hold that
overy line of Chamber’s Journalsare worthy
of perusal.  If two weeks is considered by
tha powerr that ho a sufficient time in which
to read 832 pages of two columns cach, of
cloze typo, then a couple of days or 50 ought
to bo cuough for any reader to get through
a volumo of 300 pages, largo type, but the
same rulo (at least in every book I have
secn) is pasted in all,

I thiok X am protty safe when I eay that
tho number of good private libraries in To.
ronto iz small. That an oxtensive taste for
reading exists amongst our citizens is proved
by the number of books borrowed daily
from the Public Library, but by far tho
greater number of these books are novels
and works of ligat literature.

X am far from agrecing with those people
who 30 boldly declare that novol reading is
nothing more or lcss than mental poisoning.
Mush information as well as cotertainment
can be derived from the perusal of Captain
Marryatt's works—novels, all of them—and
I really cannot sec what barm the novels of
Thackeray, Dickens, and Sir Walter Scott
can do anyone, but I do seo that great beno-
fit can bo derived from reading them. But
to the readess of thore villainous dimo vol-
umes eatitled “Eighteen Toed Jim or the
Ruthless Avengers of Gory Gulch,” and the
liko, I would say “‘Go to; yo be fools, and
by your peraesl of such works (1) do men
seo it

The fact that Hanlan beat Clifford, tho
Australian, by six boat lengths in a threo
milo race, rowed daring tho hotteat scason
of tho year, cncourages mo to think that
Mr. Beach, the champion of the world, won't
bavoe quite such an casy thing of it with tho
Toronto boy, when the raco for tho cham.
pionship takes place, as he scemed to antici-
pato. Clifford has been looked onas nearly,
if not quite, as good o man as Beach, yet
Hanlan walked away from him pretty
casily,

It is announced that Princo Albert Victor,
cldost son of the Princo of ‘Walcs, will roarry
Princees Clementino of ‘Belgiom. It is not
stated what this is going to cost the
British people,, but it atrikes mo that, by
the time the Egyptian business is pzid for,
the people will not fec! liko voting any very
big grant for tho benefit of & young man who
is strong, healthy and intelligent, and quite
able to carn a respectablo living,

T aco that Stanley Huntloy, an American
newspaper man, and tho writer of tho
Speopendyko sketches has been mado chief
of a tribo of Sioux Indians, This is, pro-
bably, the first instance of a mewspaper
funny man belng clevated tosuch a position.
It is now in order for Chief Huntley to
sclect a squaw {rom the dusky mafdens of
his tribe, and, if tho Sioux young women
aro anything like 1ho other Indian females,
I havo scen, tho chie is likely tohave munch
of tho Spoopendyke knocked out of him.

the happy bunting grounds, tho Indinn
maiden has advanced in homeliness with
tho march of civilization and the increasing
choapness of tho death-dealing Gro-water.
On tho wholo, I don't think I onvy Chief
Spoopendyko much.

It is fearful to think of tho terrible mental
and physicnl strain to which our Dominion
Scnators nre subjected. A fow days ago
they actually sat for thirteen minutes. Tho
next day thoy wrestled with the mighty
subjecta that camo up for four minutes and
thirty-fivo scconds. No man, however great
his mental calibre, can stand such wear and
tear as that, If this sort of thing continues
our Senators will be brought down to a
state of completo usclesances, and uncharit.
able people say that thoy are already come
toit. Howover, I shall not despair aslong
as I hear of theso mighty laborers beingablo
to crawl up to the time-keeper for their
timo, and their ability to draw their hard-
carned salaries.

Tho London Standard published anarticlo
on tails a short time ago, contending that a
tail is by no means an unornamental super-
fluity, a fact which is acknowledged by
many buman boings who attach artificial
caudal appendages to their dress and bodies,
the Lord Chancollor and debutantes in
Court attiro being given as instances. I
partially agree with the Standard (this will
bo very gratifyiog to that paper), and Ithink
that if those creatures known s dudes were
to attach something in the form of a simi-
ous clongation of the o3 coccyxof tho pelvis,
they would look far moro natural. At pro-
sent there is o somcthing lacking beside
brains about a dude. That somcthingTis,
undoubtedly, a tail.

I sco that Mr, Joseph Hatton states that
F. C. Burnand, cditor of London Punch has
“a quaint fund of humor.” It is uncom.
monly mean of him not to use a littlo of it
sometimeas in tho columns of his paper.
Barpand is ovidently ono of those cditors
of comic papers who never contribute to
their papers ; merely edit them. It would
be well for him to bear in mind that the
object of a funpy paper is not so much to
reconcile its readers to death and the silent
tomb, as to cause them, occeasionally to
Iaugh, Aany fanny editors overlook this
fact, Mr. Burnand is ono of them.

It would bo a hard matter to designato
any shipwreck a blessing, but I think that
if tho vessel in which Mr. J. L. Sallivan
and Mr. Paddy Ryan aro to sail for England,
wero to go to the bottom of the ocean, many
people would thiok it a mighty good thing,
and if all tho passengers wero to escape with
the cxcoption of the two ¢ professors”
mentioned, it wonld bo a atill mightier good
ono.

Parisian Masonic circles aro considerably
oxcited over the allcged expose of Masonic
sccrots by an ox-Prefect of Polico, and ho
is threatened with most terrible things ua-
less ho holds his tongue. As ono of the
penaltica which menace him consists in the
tearing out of that unruly member, ho will
not have much dificulty in keeping silent
i€ ho is panished as ho is threatenosd.

T sco that an ccho has been discovered in
Silesia that repeats the sound «f a bugle (or
apything elso) soventocn times. Thisiscer-
tainly & remarkable one and quite taps
thoso famed Irish cchoes of which wo hear
so much. A most extraordinary echv orce
camo under my own notice, and as its char-
acter was 30 uniquo I feel justified in des.
cribing it.

4 certain opera company wero billed to

Sineco Hiawatka's Minnchaha stolo away to jorpear in & city where I was residing,

They camo, as advertised, but unfortey
tho person who personated Echo in,q
tain beautiful song fell sick, and the y,
city was scoured for a substitute, why

at length found in tho porson of a Se
man who possessed n beautiful teney
and a very broad accent. IHo wasfy
placed in potition belind tho reeney, 4
tho audienco waitod in high expectatin

tho colebrated echo song, :

At length ita tura came, the tenor uy
verso, the last lino of which was
“And mt?rky darkness flies away,”
Echo was ready for his work and resp
in clear and ringing tones, *“Fleetany!
This rather excited a titter amongy g
audicnce, but tho eong went on, Thep
verso caded with ’
**Tholand I Jove too well, L0o much®
Nothing daunted tho Fcho
manfully to the call, and ont upon thel,
ed airrolledd tho words, “‘Ower wed, ¢
muckle,” This was too much fur 8
gravity of overybody. Tho temor bem
from tho stage and tho audicnce bant g
roars of laughter,and poor Echo wasized
niously thrust forth into the cold siwa
So much for echoes and lack of prope 5
hersal. ‘-

Hamilton is called the Ambiti
and undoubtedly its citizens are
Lately somo of them wero scized with &
laudablo ambition to help the Gins'H

1n their city,  With this cnd in vix @@
amateur opera company was orgaziml;
Ieader was engaged who reccived §1%
his serviccs, and much money and timen .
spcat  on rchearsals and  gettiny
opera, ¢¢ Pirates of Penzanco” izt b
working order. Tho managers o
Girls' Home, in the meantime, looki
ward to tho donation that the Imti3g
was to reccive. Tho amatcurs gve Off
performances which cost {with rebex
&e.,) §967.97. Iv return they ot}
$550.00, and mado the Girls’ Homeapee
of what remained over, namely, a 238
§57.97, Thus it will bo scen that L
ambitious citizens mado the Homea e
in the first place of a hundred dolsn xR
that institution would havo been bees
whercas now it ia no better off thas
before,

1 dop't suppose the Hamilton pecre W
particularly anxious to pay toseesniig
company perform an opera that tdy
often scen boforo played by profess
but they patronized tho affair undertl
pression that thoy wera doing somelt
sweet charity’s sakie.  Tho leader, 2
§150 for his sorvices, sccms to be 2 8
only person who derived any et
this ambitious scheme of the 154
ladics ond gentlemen of the Ac2
City.

Xobscrvo that o “zcer hss g
that Queen Victoria will die o2 St
1859, tho Princo of Walesen Ji= 3N
1891, the Emperor of Germany
10th, 1890, Princo Bismarck on )y
1590, by assassination, and the Case
siain 1000, Al I have to 7D 8
one in authority should prophy &
“3eer® will dio a violent death o2 3798
1535, and tako precious good cate i
prophecy docsa't bang fire.

Tho methods adopted by 85
shuflling off this ;mortal ccil are 4°
as thoy are, in somo cases, W-'a?’-
notico that n man put an end to by
istenco the other day in Iendea by T
ing o quantity of tho much ad
son, “Rough on Rats,” Onoeft4
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