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MISSIONARY( INTELLIGENCE.

BiOMBAY.

This ia a large city on the Weýstern t, ast of India, and
contains about G00100O inlîshitants. It j3 bsjilt tipon an
Island bearing the saine niaine, ivliicls fornia a safe and
comniodjous liarbour. Close to Bombay Island arc sev'eral
otliers, one of ilîcin bearitng the ctirios naine of Old Woman's
Island, and by liîîkitîg tlieni togetiier a contina.ous break-
icater is fornîed, stretchiing for scierai miles from, Nortb to
Souith.

Boinbay la tlîo nost imiportant naval station in Talla, and
possesses large and coineadiois docks. At one time tlie
West coast of India %as infestcd by pirates ieho wcre neted
for tlieir courage, lcérocity, and akitl. In order to protect tlie
sbipping freint tlaese dreiiîlcd eneinies, the 'East India Cons-
pany fonnd it iiccessary to cstablisli a large naval force at
Boimbay. Tite farnoîs M1alabar teak of Iiidia, said 10 be siu-
perior to any ottier wood for tlia parpose, is hein uaed in
ship-buîldiîg, and akilful niclianica and carpenteca are
fonnd ansong the Parsecs, oie of thie races or castes int
Wbicli the paopuîlation la divided.

Boinbay is also a place of great .,trenga.l, aid vea-y aaroîg-
]y fortificd, tic tia-ber hein-g conimnsded hy ranges of bat-
terita placcd one alasce anotlier. Bombhay Casile is the naine
of tbc principal fortification, and %vittuin it is St. Aîdrew's
Cbe;rch, atîcndcd by tlîe lisîntes of Our- orplîanage.

Mer' tlîau one tisîf of tlîe iîiliabitants of Bombilay are Ilin-
doos, va-ho are divided it sev'cal caste.; or classes ns, bas
been alrcady cxtîlainedl 10 osa- yotîîg reade-s About oie
fiftt of tia popuîlationi are 31lalionstans or fotlowers of dite
faIme propliet Mahomnet. Tite Parsecs exceel 100,000 in
noamber, and are a very intcrcsting chass. These arc the
descendants of the atnciene lire woa-shippers of Persiî, wtio
wcre da-iven ont of aliat couîntry whden it was conqnea-ed by
the Maliotetauas. Tite Parsecs are thec a-st active, industri-
ous, aid intelligetit of the native races of laîdia. .is lias
been alrcady notieed tliey furni ecellent uneehanies, %veile
nany, as traders, unercliauts and baikers, attain to great
weath and distinction. A Parsee vian not long since
knigbted by Ouîr Queco and rcceivcd at Windsor Castle.

Bomsbay bas long been an inmportanat Mlission station, and
as ucli vaas occupied SO fa- back as 1812 by the Auncrican
Board of Couna-issioners for Foreign Missions, Messrs. Hall


