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CURRENT TOF'ICS.

C AN ADA as a field for the novelist in coming more andnmore into prorninence. Not only Canacdian authort
but United States authors ns wcll. are directing their

attention in this direction. Lait month two Canadian novels
appeared. which seem tu have pretty wclI bit tbe popular

fancy. The>' arc both maritime tales, the
Tule Cnna<Iianl scene of one being laid in Halifax and the
Fkidh. other in the Gulf of St. lAwrence. They

arc both written b>' Canadians and give
evidence ofmuch literary'abilit>'. One ln entitieji "A Detached
Piraté." and la written by Hlelen1 Milecete, and the other, IIThe
Sacrifie of the Shannon," in from the peu of W. Albert IIick-

fman.p à½sid sýthe.two purel>' Canadian books, we find
sevêalI n wpàmd States writerm, whicb deal marte or
lmi intimatel>' with Canada. Mary Catharine Crawle>',
whose portrait wc reproduce ini tbis number, in an example of
the Auterican writer who ban adopted the Camadian field.
There are numerous others, and the future is boum! to sec stili
mare. The possibilities for sueesful nordls about Canada,
past and present. are enormous.
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Q VER in E ngland just now they are discussing a project
which is being set on foot to give the public sanie relief
froni the alleged ignorance of booksellers. In a pros.

pectus îasued b>' The Ilookmbopm, Limited, it in net forth that
English booksellers don't know their business. and that it is

blcaîing more and more difficult for the
An F.ngli.çh public to get the books they watt. Contse-
&hc. quently. The Bookshop>, Lirnited. in going

tu conte forward and show how the book-
selling businessshould be conducted. Any person cantifethat
this is a lbc) on the booksellers. and tncrely a zchrme to get
the new corporation etarted. lookocllers art b>' nu means
the ignorant met tbey are painted. It is truc an occasions)
unfit individua) tay bc found, but the present svstcm of book-.
selling is quite complete enough ta render an>' charge of ineffi-
ccue> untrue. It bas been sbown by a canvas af the readers
oi a recent novel in the Unitedl States that the bookcllcr's
influence on the sale of the book wam the predominant factor.
Thtis bcbng no, it is absurd to make such charges as we have
referred to.

S!f Our lait report on the book trade but few new books
any impo %ce h appeared. 1'utiliNters have cotn.

c cd-cdr" tieProduction of p,%per editiong of
the favorite Spri,*. nol Le. and nmneiat pocket cditions of
novclett"f havt 0aibiapItred, imuitable for Sumnier rend-
ifig. The rettiI trlide cOýLnes» good
and the tourist, as 1usuaIj~dà1f-@b suming Monthiv BJook
a grcat deal of ltgbt 4jer l.ady Triul..
R o se 's D a u g h te r" fo r t e à b k d i C OS e c ,Merchant." which, b>' the way.>aný0me out in a imper
cdition, shows renewed sales, auclthflçislikewise ncontinued
demand for IlLoyv Mary Iland II %Ver Macgreegor."* Two
favorite books of the month have beeu * The Virginian "anid
IUnder the Rose."'I Gordon Keitb"I aind "1The I>it Il have

had excellent sales and rank au standard nordls of thc scason.

A (GRLSSIVENESS is a characteristic which inany bookc.Asellers sadi>' lack. That lu. they accru to he quite con'
tent to niove along in the sme oId rut. into which their

business vrhiele net tled at the firit tu ru oi its whcl. W~hv it l
that the>' fail to push forward into newv channels or to
broaden their scope, it is diflicuit tu sec.
L)oubtless ht is limpl>' the ilinatc laziîcs of Ik~ Aggresswc,.
mtankind that in cxhibiting itself. Il thcy

could only imprea on thear minds the netyssity for original
effort the>' would inake a greatter succesu of their business and
brisng in nmore profits on their inveotmnt. Take. for instance,
the business donc in school supplie. Ilow azn>' choul
boards arc in the hab>it of getting it supplicq b>' the wlholctalc
front outsidc centres ? Thi% in a state of ;affaire wlîich ought
lot tu çxist. We belicve ili everv comnîunitv pntronizing it%
own businesses wlhenerer possible. and a utchool board should
bc the first to sec this. The bookseller shoulil wdce up andi
get after the sehool tradIr whenerer he findtt it Plipping frorn
hlm. Nurnerous other instances might bc given similar tu thc
abovc. and alh are mtore or ki troubles whielh thc liookselier
bîmmelf eau cure.
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