THE

-
SR

58 ,

while they who believed themselves to have become cocks. would
crow and imntate the flapping of the wings of those birds  The
Professor limself relates twe cases of the kind which have come
withip his own knowledge ; one of these believed himself to be
Napoleon I ; he dressed hke the Emperor, and aped nis attiude
as best he could ; the other ¢rse was that of a lady who supposed
she was the Queen of Sheba ; cases of the kind must be perfectly
familar to every one who has had any experience of insanity.
Lauret cites several cases of insane persons wandening m the
woods, and kiling children , Wier describes the case of a man
who, in 1541 heheved himeelf to be transformed into a wolf, and
consequently attacked and slaughtered whomsoevePhe met. 1
am really a wolf,” he said, “and the reason iny skin s not hairy 1s,
that it is reversed, and the hair is inside.”  To convince himsel{
of this, he made indisiors in his body, and ultimately died of his
self inflicted wounds It was with this disease that Nebuchad
nezzar was afficted, which, n his case, took the form of his
imagining himself changed into an ox.  In Dan. iv, 16, we read,
* Let his heart be changed from man’s and let a beast’s heart be
given to him,” and in Ch v, 21, “and he was dnven from the
sons of men, and his heart was made like the beasts” The
change of heart recorded 1n these passages, involves nothing more
than a change of feehings and desires ; the Hebrews, spoke of the
heart as the seat of the affections and emotions : hence, 1 Scrip-
are, the heart is often put for the mind, the cmotions, etc., and
they expressed a Jowble, o1 deestsul heart, by the phrase * heart
and heart” (See Ps. xii, 3 Eng. vers 2.) The abu.e cxplana
tion will render such passages as the following intelligible , -+ His
portion shall be with the beasts in the grass of the earth,” “and
the y shall make thee (i e. thou shalt be made) to eat grass as
oxen.” Dan. iv, 15,25 The king, regarding himself as changed
into an ox, would, whenever opporntunity offered, eaf grass. Dr.
Brown, ihe Commiissioner of the Board of Lunacy, told the late
Dr. Pusey that there are met with in the asylums sarcephags who
desire to eat, or who imagine that they have eaten human fiesh ;
and phyviophags, who devour grass, leaves, twigs, ctc. Dr. B.
stated that there were also stone swallowers, and hair eaters in the
asylums  Marcellus, surnamed Sidetes, of the town of Side, in
Pamphilia, a celebrated physician who flounished in the tune of
Adrian, says -+ > Thev who are afficted with the /ychanthrophic
disease, go forth in the month of February, by night, mutating
wolves or dogs, and until day especially live near tombs.”  Paulus
of .Egineta, another cclebirated physician, who lived about the
latter part of the seventh century, observes  ** By day they lie hid
in the house , at nightfall, they go forth, and coursing hither and
thither, they howl, aveid anyonc who may mect them, seek the
tombs,” etc. Nebuchadnezzar was, no doubt, affected in a simlar
manner, and therefore roaming about at mght, * s body was
met with the dew of heaven ,” this in the east 1s almost equal to
rain  The narrative also states that ¢ his hars were grown hike
cagles’ feathers, and his nails ke buds’ claws ™ These were the
necess: 'y results of total personal neglect,  Among the Chinese,
it is not uncommon to see persons’ nails two inches long. and
curving round their fingers and toes smilarly to birds’ claws,
Prof. H. dilates on the objection of enities to the record of Neba-
chadnezzar reioveny of s teason . the allegation of the hostile
critics 1s that the stalement of Nebuchadnerzar having praved
pnor to his restoration s improhable : cnties (wewth the notable
exception of Tur CRiTIO) are wont tu argue on the basis of therr
feeling, rather than on that of reason, they are hkewise aptto
argue in gnorance of such facts as those commuicated by Dr.
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CRITIC.

Dr. Pusey. Dr. B. says :—* My opinion is, that of all mental
powers or conditions, the idea of personal identity is but rarely
enfecbled, and that itis never extingmished.  All the angels, devils,
dukes, lords, kings, ‘gods many’ whom I have had under my
care, remaunad what they were before they became angels, etc.,
i o sensc. I have seen a man, dedanng himself the Saviour, or
StobPaud, sign himself Jumes Thempson, and attend worship as
regulatly as of the notion of Divinity had never entered his head.”
1 think 1t probable, because consistent with experience in similar
forms of mental affection, that Nebuchadnezzar retained perfect
constiousness that he seas Nebuchadnezzar duning lus degradation,
and while * he ate grass as oxen,’ and that he may have prayed
fervently that the cep might pass from hum.” ¢ A very large pro-
portion of the msane pray, and to the hving God, and in words
supplied at their mother’s knee, o7 by Mother Church, and this
whatever may be the form or extent of the alienation under which
they labor, and whatever the transformation, in the light of their
own delusions, they have undergone.  ‘there is no doubt that the
sincerity, and the devotional feeling, is as strong in these worship-
pers as in the sane.”  The Professor proceeds to deal with a class
of objections to the sacred narrative, based on the assumption
that so important an event as that of the madness of the Babylo-
nan monarch must necessarily have arrested the attention of
pagan authors, and he cites Bertholdt, as remarking that “ The
Greek historians know of all this, nothing.” Bertholdt also seeks
to make capital vut of the silence of historteal Books of Scripture,

on this subject . so doing he overlooks the fact that Israchtish

historians only concerned themselves with the proceedings of the
Gentiles, so far as those proceedings affected themselves ; and

what historian eacept Daniel, would there be, to record this

calamity ? ‘The Professor refers to the incongsistency of the class
of objectors, of whom Bertholdt is a representauive, in accepting

. the namative of the reconquenng of Carchemish on the Euphrates

by Nebuchadnezzar, from Pharoah-Necho, king of Egypt; this
narrative, they accept on the testimony of Jeremiah (Ch. xivi, 2),

" although Berosus, the Chaldean historian, and the Egyptian

The Greek historians knew
they therefore were in no

annals are sdent on the subject.
nothing of Ncbuchadnezzar's history :

" position to record his madness , they commenced thar detailed

" history with the reign of Cyrus.

The litle that ancient nations

know vt each other s 1llustrated by Josephus, who says: * The

. aty of Rome, that hath this long time been possessed of so much

power. and hath performied such great actions in war, 1s neither
mentioned by Herodotus nor by ‘Thucydides, nor by any of thar

. contemporaries , and it was very late, and with great difticuity that

C the Romans became known to the Greeks.”

It mught therefore

. as well be argued that Rome did not exist, in the tuime of these

Brown, Commussioner of the Boaid of lunacy for Scotland, to .

whniters. as it ts neither mentioned by them, nor by their contem.
poraris 1t so happens that only a few fragments of Berosus’s
Chaldean history have been preserved by Josephus, Eusebius, and
others. That poruon which relates 1o Nebuchadnezzars life is
very meagre ; it contams hittle more than the statement that “the
king fel sack wad departed this Iife, when he had renmed forty-
three years.®  On this subject, J. D. Michashs remarks that the
cxpression of Berosus * falling into a state of <ickness,” secms
to refer to a protracted ilness. A natural diness, resulting i the
kings death, would require 1o special natice.  The circumstance
of Berosus connecting the namative of the king's illness with his
death, s accounied for by his afflicuon having overtaken him
dunny the latter part of his lfc : 1t 1s mentioned as the last
event of the king’s hfe Ly Damel, and occurred subsequently to
the completion ot his great work at Babylon.



