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«concentrating a turning into one whole the entire
mental resources of man. In these great centres
cach man may now follow the special course of
study for which he has a call or deems himself
fitted. But to bring about this large result an
almost unlimited supply of money has been
required. In some countries the State has con-
trolled the Universities on the ground that, as every
man is a member of the State, so his education is
more or less a matter of State interest, and this, of
course, reminds us of the position of the citizen in
ancient times. Our condition in Canada is very
different from this. What the State does for us is
simply to aid voluntuary effort. It does not even in-
quire as to whether the result corresponds with the
outlay. It would, indeed, be almost impossible, until
we become a more concrete people, to have one
uniform system. Qur three different Universities
of the Province of Quebec prove at a glance our
diversities of language, creed and origin. Laval is
French in character, McGill mostly Scotch and non-
denominational, Bishop’s College denominational,
and, to the extent of its means, a copy in its Asts
-course of Oxford and Cambridge. The great want
in Canada {s money—the means to establish more
than a very few chairs. In Bishop’s College we
have at the present time represented the so-called
“ Learned Professions,” with an Arts course in
addition. Itis clear, therefore, that, if viewed from
the standard of what a University should be, it is
but a nucleus. We do aim, however, though our
work is not broad nnr varied in extent, to Go that
work well and thoroughly, so that those who have
passed through our hands may prove themselves
to be men of thought and action, fitted to cope
with the peculiar difficulties which surround life in
this new and ever-growing country. Beyond the
special technical pursuits of Divinity, Law and
Medicine, our means are applied to the study of
language, and as language lies at the base of all
knowledge—without which knowledge itself is
inconceivable—we think it better to apply our-
selves to language for the present rather than to
attempt too much. Andif the study of the Earth,
of the Heavens, of Chemistry, and of matter
generally is important—uwhich we readily admit—
yet language must be held to be of even greater
importance, as containing within itself not only
the means of interchanging thought between man
and man, but of recording for all future ages the
thoughts, discoveries, arts and sciences of each age,
and everything relating to nature itself. Again,
without language we could have no revelation of
God’s will, and we are brought back to first
principles when we say that language is the main
distinction between man and the brute creation.
Recent discoveries, through the reading of the
tablets found in the Assyrian monuments, have
‘brought to light the fact that 1,000 years before
the call of Abraham, there were enlightened people
with a knowledge of astronomy and mathematics,
keeping records of the events of their period, of
the traditions of their origin, of the Creation itself.
the Deluge, and the other incidents of the eaxly

history of the world which we find recorded in the
book of Genesis. With these people of & fa
distant age government was reduced to a System ;
the relations between rulers and people wer
defined ; education was fostered ; libraries were
collected, and the tablets themselves (the books of
the period) were studied with marginal references,
Surely this study can yield to none in interest,
and yet it is the language study of which T speak
which has brought about these discoveries. I dy
not pretend to say that Bishop’s Cellege as yethas
its chair of philology, or thatit can boast a Max
Muller amongst its professors, but I do say that
we are endeavoring to walk in one branch of the
great University system, and that, not the least
important branch, when we make a special effort
to teach soundly and well the often-abused but
most important ancient classics. But I 1nust bring
these remarks to a close, commenaing the great
cause of superior education to your hearty sym-
pathy and support. One or two words Iu conclw
sion before the real work of this Convceation
begins. The College and School at Leaunxville
have been sadly afflicted during the past year Ly
an access of typhoid fever, which has heer unfor
tunately fatal in a few, haprily a very few cases.
As may well be supposed, none, unt even the
immediate relatives and friends of the sufferers,
have been more grieved and pained than the
authorities of the College. Immunity from sickness,
except that which is at times epidemic, has heen
one of the boasts of Bishop’s College at.d Bishop’s
College School, but the blow has come at lst
wlien least expected, for at the time of the anrual
Couvocation in June last, for granting ‘legrees in
Arts, nothing could exceed the apparent healthi
ness of the students and scholars. Oax the emer
gency arising it was thought expedient to callma
commission of medical men to examine and report
on the probable cause of the outbreak, and the
report of this commmission has been published.
The authorities of the College feel deeply grateful
to these gentlemen for so readily coming to theit
aid under the circumstances, and it is a mattel
worthy of remark. that this commission was forme
from what may be termed rival medical schools
both McGill and Bishop’s College * being repre:
sented. These gentlenen worked together i
perfect harmony, and used every effort to ascertad
the cause of the outbreak and to suggest reniedies
They have been wore successful in the latter ﬂ}%ﬂ
in the former part of their work, for the true ong
of the outbreak is still a mystery. At the sam
tinie, the remedies applied to the drainage 3
ventilation of the College and School builthng
and - premises will, I feel coufident, reuder?
naturally 1nost healthy site proof agaiust a1
recurrence of the disaster. I can scarcely expll
how fully I feel the kind sympathetic aid of thest
gentlemen, and T believe I express the sentimen®
of our whole budy. i i
Dr. F. W. CaupprLL, the Registrar, then el
the following : - ,



