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secn in them.  Red, white and blue in the stars aund stripes, in the tri-
colour of France, and tho Umon Jack.  Tho Xtalians Lave chosen n tris
colour of red, green, and white,  Other of the LEuropeun nutions have
yellow and black. ‘The Turks hoist a gveen flag. The standard of each
nation floats on ityown tcrritory, and i time of war on othery’ territory ;
but when, in such a ense, armies want to commnnicate peacefully one
with another, they lny the national flag uside, and take n white tlag,
called a flag of truce. Eaphtin truce. A soldicr carrying sueh o fing
as this may go to the eentre of the enemy’s camp ; the fingz shiows that
ho comes with a peacetul message, sone will hurtn lim, ** Winte is the
cmblem of Peace.”” (W.B.

V.~White camblematizes one thing more. Lhe Bihlo tells as that the
inhabitante of Heaven are clothed in winte. It speaks of henvenly
armies riding on white horses, (Rev. vit. 9, and aix, 8 and 14.) What
Kind of place 13 Henven?  What kind of prople its mmates 1 When
these are deseribied as beme clothed i wiite, of what is white the em-
blem?  “Of Purisy, ov Holiness, (W.5.,;

The Bible t4its us of the lagh priest of tho Jews, the typ~ of Chirist.
once u year iie wentanto the most hely place to mako intervession for
the people ; and then he wore wiute garments only—~he representea o
holy advoeate,  The Bible tells of a great white thrune, set for the judy-
suent where tho dead, small and great, shadl stasd before God.  The
throac is a holy throne.

Summary.—KFrom the board :

White is the cinblem of Innocence.

White is the cinlilem of Festivity.

White is the cmnblens of Peace.

White is the emblem of Purity aud Holress.

1. Lessons may be given on Black :

As cublematic of Sorrow.
As emblematic of Despair.
As emblenatic of Guilt.
As emblematic of Death,
2. On cmblematic Mounmning :
‘T'he Chinese wear White.  Why?
The Lurks wear Blue or Violet. Why 7
English and Americams wear Black. Wby ?
3. Oa Railway Signals:
White mncans Safety. Why?
Green nreans Caution. \V)l'ly 7
Red means Danger.  Why 3

4. On coinnton Flowers as Symbols:

Rose,

Lily, Showing how much their
Violet, symbolicnf meaning depends
Harebell, on their color.

Foryet-me-not,

5. On Colour ns indicating Flavour. According to Linnseus, red indi-
cates an acid or sour taste.  As example—cranberries, barberries, cur-
rants, mulberries; herbs that turn red towards autumn, as sorrel and
bloodydock.

; Green indicates an alkaline tuste. s cxamples—leaves aud unripe
Tait.

Yelow a bitter taste ; as gentian, aloes, celandine.

White indicates a sweet taste, as white currants, white cherrics,
apples, sugar, &e.

lack indicates a nauscous, disagrecable taste; as deadly nightshade,
sumac.

On Colours as Sacred Emblems ¢

In the tabernacle: In the gannents of the high priest.

A CRATER IN THE MOON.

BY J. BIRMINGIHAM,.

NOT among the countless phenomena that we see around us, and the
mynad wonders of the dhstant sky, is there one that bears witness
to creative desigm more loreibly than the airless moon ; and in the naked }
form of our satellite appears, L think, the most obvious objection to yhat i
is called the Nebutar I yputhesis, at least as it is held i a spirit of un-
Lehief. A\ tendency among gases to mtermungle 1s a well-hnown natural i
Jaw; andif, withont intcllirent interference, & vapoury chaos breame |
concentrated into a world of orbs, it has never been shown how certain
clements which are abundant in the principal hodies of  systam, could |
be absent n the only sceondary which we are enubled clusely to examine.
The polar snows of Mars, the changeable nature of the markings on i
Ius disk, and other unmistakeable signs, show him to pussess seas and |
clouds, like the carth, and the spectruscupe bas detected agueous vapour
in the remoter planets.  How is it, then, that the moon abo, in the
gathenng of its mass, did nut nclude the constituents of air and water 2
Manuy varictics of consutution appear, indeed, in the spectrum analysis |
of the stars.  For mnstance, the clunent hydrugen, which we know, on
the cminent authority of Mr. Huggins, to be widely diffused through
nature, is not recognized in sume of them, such as Detdquese and Bda
Pegasy; and if we grant that all matter oviginally existed in a gascons
state, 1t uay be maintaned, gcucrally, that any difierence in the com
sition of the bodics of the universe points to an interference and a tiat
opposed to any natural law that can be sunnised by the nebular cosmo- |
gonists.  Hawever, the ditferciiees betneen distant suns are not, of course, |
50 striking as those that are exhibited by bodics closcly allied to each
other, like the carth and the moon. It may be worthy of remark, also,
that the cxception to a comnmon arrangement in our system should he :
found 1n & satellite—a fact that secrus to indicate (as wo niay say withall |
revercnce) a special object in creative plan, enabling the moon, devoid of
ocean or atinosphere, to give us procisely and unalterably the degree of !
hight that 1s most bencficial conjointly with the circumstances of size, :
mass, and distance, winch are connected with cssential qualitics other
than Jight-giving ; and we may regard the nature of the lunar surface
as contributing to the same cflect.

In this surface, as we may fuirly speculate, -arc only the crystalline

rocks, as fresh a8 they were Ieft by the producing fises.  No wisture
within to break them wp in the swelling frost, no rain, no storw, no air,
to waste them away by chemicenl or meclamieal forees.  In the brighter
parts are, probably, the glisteniug plancs of the felstar, the glssy sheets
of the mica, the fretted Justro of the qumitz, and the varied glitter of
countless minerals unworn and undimmed, and covered by wucous
steata or vegetation.  Many nmetal in unoxydized brillianey way there
be doing o service that we fiule consider.  So, also, in wide fornintions,
muy the stones esteemed the rarest and most_precious on earth ; and
Jewels, such as based the strueture revealed at Patmos, and far removed
from the cupidil{ of wan, may be shining for his real benefit in the dis-
tant saellite.  But the mvon is not all thus bright.  There are large
shadowy areas, whuse eatent serves, no donbt, to attemper ber light 10
adesigned amount. The rock products of tise are often of sombre as-
peet; aud the dusky tracts which coustituto the flat portions of the Junar
surfice, are, it may be, vast overtlows of tenp.  Those wide districts are
by 1o means of uniform shading as they appear to the naked eye. The
telescopo proves thom of different tints, in which red, blue, and green
predominate, and the colours that were at one time aseribed to vegeta

tion, are, morc Jikely dve ¢ ¢k arious rocks.  Greenstones and porphy-
ries of suay fucy, and other ninerals, may assist in dimly variegating
tho broad leved , and the black colwmns of t{\c basalt, with a development
compnred to which the wonders of Antrim or Stath would dwindle into
specks, may rise above the plain undistinguishable by any optic power
that we poseess,

To prove indisputably the voleanic nature of the moen’s surfice,
nothiniz appeared to be wanting since the invention of the telescopo but
the sight of an sctual eruption; and, though there area few other in-
stanees on record of appearunees significative of such an ocenrrence, yet
none seem to have been near so striking or so well observed us the recent
obseurntinn of a crater situated in the dayk plain known as the Mere
Sevenitatis.  An event of this kind mukes the friends of science doubly
rejoice that the moon has no cloud-bearing envelope, 1 she had, our
acquaintance with her surface would be slight indeed ; and we should, i
a great degree be debarred from some of the mwost interesting branches
of astronomicnl inquir{. Itis gencrally considercd that in the case of
primary vlanets, with the exception of Mars, we see_only the light re-
ficcted Trom their clouds ; and it seems certain that it the clouds in &
Junar stmosphere did not completely shut out the disk from our view,
they would at least prevent auy close examination, such s could lead
to a discovery like the obscuration of the cruter nbove refersed to.

This crater, called Lixxiz after the great Swedish naturalist of that
naine, which has been classically cormipted into Linnzeus, was first ob-
served by Riceioli in 1653 ; amd since _that time its features have been
recorded by various other observers.  Itis described as a deep cavity
some 54 miles in diameter, and an casy object for the telecope.  Even
at the time of full moon, when the shadows that give prominence to
Junar details are lost in the geneml ilumination, Linné was not difticult
to deteet ; and it was, therefore, with no little surprite that the distin-
gruished observer Schumdt, of the Athens observatory, perecived, in Oc-
tober last, only an appeatunce like a white huninous cloud in place of
the deep, shadowy erater.

1t is on the line of sunrise or suuset on the moon—technically called
the termater—that the structure of her surface is best observed.  IHere
it is, wlien the direct sudden shafts of day strike full op cach brisdling
peak, and while still an cbon-black and impencirable night fills the in-
termediate valleys, that the difference of feature and the contrast of
height and hollow are most distiuctly visible. ‘This boundary between
night and day, with a sharpness umnodified by any twilight, presents a
jnrzed outline more remarhable than the cdges of a piece of led sud-
dcn'iy cooled from a inelted state by immersion in water.  ‘The bright
and the dark indents of n hundred shapes and sizes are cominu:ﬁly
changing as the sunlight advances 3 and slender filaments, ingly as
fragile as if they ought to yicld to the brush of a feather, may be scen
curving brightly into the lanar night, and gradually gathering up their
proportions frum the darkness until they shine ontin complete develop-
ment as “ ring mountains.”

It was nnder these circnmstances, when the erater in question ought
to be st defined, that Schmide made the Qiscovery of its obscuration.
But Linné scems to have leen obscured before.  Schrister saw it in No-
vember 1788, as a small itl-defined pateh on the moon’s surface  Since
then, however, and up to October, 1866, it nppcarcd as a crater with:
distinct ontlines and wails of considerable brightues

The configuraton of the lunar surface is, indeed, considered by some
{1]"'050])]!01’8 not to show any greater igncous action than what might
w betrayed by the earth tself weie its covering of sedimentary strata
removed, In a wost instructive and cloquent” paper on ¢ the Lesser
Light" by Mr. Carpenter, of the Royal Greenwich Obscrvatory [see
Once a Week, December 10, 1864), lie says, speaking of the earth,
« Supposc the alluvial deposits, the shelly sedimentary strata, the sur
£ o soils and detritus of all kinds cleansed away 50 as to lay bare the
«agmal gucous crust, thatcrust, so far as geological reasoning cam

jcture to us, would present an appearuice similar to the moon.”#® Yet,
although 1t may be quite truc that the moon has never been more sub-
jeet to voleanic disturbance than the carth, it stli scems reasonable to
supposc that she was, at least, equally so; and we arc no¢ 2ed by analogy
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® There are vatious places on the carth where tho character of lunar scenory is
conmderedt to Le by well rer tcd, — auch as the Phlegriean Fields of
Naples, tho district of the Puy-de-Dome, the Caldera of Palma, in the Conary
Instands, Qe.. but it atrikes me that ovo of the nearext approaches to & ringe mouns
tan, with central hill and erater, is desaibed w Atkinson's * Travels in Sibenaand
Chinere Tartary,” ¥ 40i. Tho ring. howevet, like many i tho moon, i1 livhen.
Atkinson aays,—* To the south rosc Aalf a moeuntawm in & precipice of not lesa than
2500 tect abote the lakes, while, on the north side, at a distance of about 900
vards, are cliffs correspond:ng in outline to thosc opposite. Between theso precis
pices, at the head of tho valley, 8 vastdonie-like form tises. o+ « o It wasa inost
anzuiar placo—a complete chavs of gramtc, slate, jasper, and purphyry, heaped up
m the atimoest confusion. After scrambling over large blocks o stood ou
what apy 1 to be the d rhin of a vast circle formed by a confused nass of
rocks thrown together in tho wildest manner, about twenty yards broad, tromn which
tlic atones sioped down to a great howl or cratex frow 300 to 400 yards in diametes,
and about 60 feet deep,  Thus was covered with blocks of atono of cvery aixe from a
cubo of 12 inchics to a 1ars weishing 60 tons.  Standing on the brim, T examinel
the precipices on cither side, and could not hielp concluding that the mountain hal
Leen burst asunder by this nass of matter when heaved up.’  Apart from any theory
of !‘on)::;\é;on, the resemblance between this and a crater in the moon scems very
remarkable, -




