
No 42.API>L, 18712.
Il' 1- ICI

JOURlNAlL 0 F BUCATIO N.
FOR THE IPROVINCE OF NOVA SOOTIA.

OUl RECIR.

r fîil. ou..îmj>atiutIîor a Tcacher is a v'cry oencronts antd arss
r anc. Tihis, vwo prcstuse, will te demticd by noe ona havimtg

amty kmtowiedgc of the itatter, citimcr frot expcrielice, or observa.
tion. A fcw yearssitice, il tîtiglit, with justice, l4avc been tidded

flinat il was also, a îtikicss ocuati(oin, or lirctty iicariy iu, but,
thaplis toe coperatiott of tlic Schoo Law mtow in farce, titis can

imo longer lie saiti. Tiroughi thc wise provisions of thlit Law, time
profcssiot-for sucli wc consider it-of a Commun Sehool Tfeacl.-
or, lias undergone inny amaciliorations. Tite leacher is slow re-
cogmiizcd as occupying a Iitigier sucial ainding than forinerly,
tais labors aro morls fairiy remunerattet; and lic ib httrrounded by
inany camnforts, protections, and facilities for professional action,
fornmeriy utîknowit. WVa hava no idca of saying thaI any Teacher
ifi ovcrpaid, ptrovided lit perforins thic duties whiicitabis engage-

imants, dlemant , 1 mtany arc s.tiil tiudi uindvrp)ait, but ve litink
thal, on tbc aNcrîgc, ti.ey reccive a fair rL.mmuierat iota, or l)rctty
ticariy se.

$o muci imavimig bacen rccivcd by tie £t!acher, lie caimmol bc tu
civreful in scaniingii tho otherside ofîthe accotant ammd seeîng NvIsat
hc givesieii rclr. iVe wish part icuiarly t eal lattent ion ta titis
motter; for nal infrccquntiy complaints hiava reacheti our ears
tat sorne Teacheils rest quite fouo letbargically sapin flie coinfort-

aibia betis prepareti for thema. It is saitithat, to repent lime popu-
lar expression, soule of tienti rcquira tu bo Ilhauieti over tlme
coals," for ncgi:ct of duty. It is somnetines urgcd that, so far as
regards Tcaehers thus dispo.scd, lime ahi Law wvas botter tlit time
î>rescut, imasmuclh as il brouglit thc two principals in thc Scituol
Contracl, the lIcapic antd the Ieccier, mnore nearly togetmer.
Novwi the contract iii rcaliy madie by and bctiwccn flice Tcachcrs
and Trustues; andi any cumupiaints against flice former inust bo
malle ta te latter. But time causas of compiaint, hion ever
strangiy felt, iny bc oniy gecral andi mot speciai. There zmiay

bcno ane particiar charge vvhîcli p)arctIs, or gunrdiaits, cat i makc
agaimist the Tcacher, or ihicm time triustcs snay bc able tu bring
,lonme teai m, ycl flic impression mnay bc gciieral andi umduubt-
cd tit, as a ccclic is very iucilicicnt. Under lime aid sys-
tous of dloin- lhings, lime peopie vwauit summîmiaiiy rad
ttbcmiselvecs of suci «a Ttr.acmer, sîniy .by sigiiifyiiug tîmat timay

wvamteti hit no longer. It is coinplaisicdtht lima;uder tue Newv
Systmi, titis is nut so easy , Ihat peuple findtilienselvcs compeil-
cd, at timles, ta paly timeir &h1o0l tiaxes vrhiist bcing intiposcd talion
by a clier in whoom thcy ]lave no confidti wha.-tcvcr.

This conmîpiaint is mocre likehy tu occaîr, a :ndccd dtucr, occur
marc frcquetiy, iii towns titan amîammg a iikc nutmber of
population, iii t count.ry; b2ca~uc, iii tie formner, -irhmcrc
no special ciargs arc muade aigainsbt tcacheri, it is usuil tl kcea
ticm ont front yenr la ycar. Pecuple umay endure an incfflcîcntl

caciter fur anc or tîvo, tcrmîs, wvitiuu' .îîurmnuring ; but ivimcn
Suci a anae becoucs a1 sort of li.\ttrc im lime Scliooi.llouis. tims
przcâclcc MUsîble reaLiiy.Y sc tu timose wtyios~e ciiirm arc
coxnînittcd ta tais charge.

'%Ve inust observe, itowcivcr, limaIt iii tus aliudinl, tu gtuerai,
coîiiaitith %viich occaziiutîally coin tu aut kniowicdgc, wbcîher
fromi towri, or caun1iry, vve arc net iii a positioni ta refer thens ta
assy particuiar casc. IVC nMay aiso take thais apportunity of rc-
cording aur iib aplircciation of tlic Teachers afi niifa.x, las, a
bocly. We believe t.hat lisera sira but few mnale Tcachcrs cnipioyed
ini titis City benacat tie first ciamq. WYC n1so beliere that certainiy

ililarge proportion urt'îiem, utot oatiy in acquireti abiiities, but, in
skiii, cmergy, fatitfuiutcess, aitd ail the otiter requisites of their
caliiimg, stand :litlite vos-y imeat of titeir professiont, andtiare
flot tu bo surpasieti, iii titis respect, by any in tie Province,
if, imideeti, atîywitere cisc.

Wc cat rcatiiy indersland ltow tii uttpb..asaut andi titisatis.
fattry htate uf utfairs abuve altie l, îmtay cotise about. A
'I'eachcr ttnay pass tile best af cxaminatians anti boli the Iigie3t
ciass cerliftcatcs; tais morai cliar..cter nay bc spotîcua and tais

'nmer agraccmbi; lic niay conduet tais scitoul operaliaits itili
mnothoti andi etîforce ils rulca anti regulatiomîs %vitit strictness; yet
wjthai lie mniy bo next ta useless as a Teaciter. Iu somne cases-
'va ctîttot but lhiîîk t lise re rare-ttis mttay bc owing

ta an utter inck of the lcaciîiug tlient. Sonie porsotis find it
sin~iy immpossible te iuspart knowiedgc, or tlocducate alter ids.
But ii mst, if mtio imi ai, cases, titis immfficincy ai Tenchers is
owiîîg ta lmeir indolctnce nd intuifi'erctce. -Vo liait r wo:nan,
cati teacs tcisc 1stari is ual t iise trot).. Il wouid be better limat
lthe Scitool-house bc cioseti, titan limat il remnin itt charge af a

iao-callcd leacbcr vho is mulot tiorougi carnest in lais work.

uTc Tcimherà in tise Scimool whiicl i my citiltrenattîend, arc alil
ofi iigit stîdi , ctarti ai a gentleman sayiug, nut long-
simice: .ltite scitoul, 1 hmave reason la believe, is manageti very de-
corou2iy andi tîmcîhodiienuy; 1 umyself se ltat îny chiltireti care-
fuiiy prepare ail lte les3ons given iimc'ms ta icarît eut of scimoni;
butt, at tîteir rate af progession liais far, if liîey attend tisat
sebool insil timcy ara grey-ieàdcdl, they xviii nut ]mave acquireti a
fair edticatioii.'" Titis is a vas-y provokzing position for ai parent
ta ft-el iislfim. It isificult lau for liitti ta put lus gricvances
in a clefimite shape. lie sstay sauot know wito is the biaincabie in-.
dividuai. W'fiter sa, or nt it is an nîmpIcasaut thinttg lamakc

-a formai comîtliut lignimne a teacier in sucit a cse. It tnz.y ruin
lthe icactess p:rosîteels, as sucit, for tiré; it iaay umiakc iit lta

lif.ingcnctyofUt inivdui tîaimg it chrg. What, timei
ii tu bo donc?

We cannot but lthimk liat Trustccs simoti deal îss-unstify attd
vigarausiy vitit such cases, ivititout waitiîîg ta bc iirget herclo
by rat cpaycrs. It us their duty so to do; andi if, in aller respecte
they do tais- duty, Trusîcs cannol roman long in doubat as ta
%victliîcr Teaciters as-c tuntfuliy doing lte xvork for whlicli ltcey ara
paiti, or oniy iunking a deceptive psctcmtce af doing il Il maust
imn tise nturi course of Ihitîgs, bc specialiy tinphcasnsît for taoso
wviosc chiltireat are tisans beimsg trifled ivith, la feci thisslves
obiget l t alie tite least in nsures lu obtaiît justice; anti it is

iutîfa-ir for Trustees ta expeet il af thimemî. But '«a wouid faim
httes tisat tbese ivrds oi -warain- wiil stot bc willîaul liir bette-
ficial affect upîmn the Teachers tiscioves. The cautse of cotit-
plaint la mlticlt '«e isave referreti is alto iviticit catînot bc whiolly
rcmtovcd uiics ana a.sd :ull tictetmitto tinat il sitail bc, and

sect vigoî-ausiy le wos-k xiviti tisat cnd in vicîs-. IVe
bavec itu) reibuts ta icve titat inîdoletnce, or indifférentce, or in-
difference lu duty, is a ps-valint vecsae nttîommg thse Tanchiess
af tisis Provinsce. It is doubtiess truc tiat te habit whiicis lcads
lu tisemu, is a very itisidiolis ane; anti Tcacicrs ntay, by slow de-
grecs, hmave s-ci.dcretheinselves lhable ta tise charge af neglect-
itîg tieir tiuty befora they ire thcmseives catisciaus ai il W0
repent tlt tiîey must have lieir lcas-t in flia %os-k, in artier t0
be suecssol iiitici aling. Mo kiuowlimaIltite Siool Teaichers

ar Naov. Sealtia, as a cass, lira mon anti iomn af bigis moral
xvorlim, andi af excnsiffay professional chas-acter: anti if tiseir s-l-
planation as Tcachers is in any xvay affecti by tie.dcflcicncies re-
ferreti ta, thraugh their own hoacat; anti vigorous, action, ltes.e
blaînisies -wiii .soon ceaie toexist.
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