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lirnit to sucli increase. l3ecause they furthcr find, ii al 1it ? " '[len, Il Is itgood to caL ? " If not," Is il poisonous ?
vatrieties of building, construction, that a enmowedge oniy If it is. Il What dof-s it taste liie ? If it is a fruit,
suflicient to enable thcrn to interpret the wvorkinugIl Where " (that is, how~)" does it grow ? " If another
drawing piaced iiu their hiands, (ani nearly cvervthing is object, I l Iow is iL made " and so on idefinitcly. ilerc
niow made frorn a dIrawing.> iIl adil one-tiîird b tbeliir we discern a progression-rougli and irregular at inter'
daily wagc's." vals, iL may bc but stili a progression-from the more

Cgencral to the lcss general. If you answer the first two
or three, and throw out the balance, youl acquaint hlm

wih the general facts, and icave htmi ignorant of the
'uiosity li ehlldrema. particular facts. Now, consider that throughout the'

domain of kniowNledge, be it of literature, science, or, art,
You are, 100 inquisitive! Don't bother nme !te particular facts are the rnost important to be known.

-Little boys mnust not ask so inany questions! " a iid Ii science, lie who kuowvs only the most general facts is
numiierous otiter likie expressions of impatience at the a more tyro. In truith, science is the organization of
curiosity of chuldrecu, are contiinualiv heard lii everv atclr atai ecno acquire a respectable
lîousehold. The litile ones are from dayi to day-mi fact, knowledgeolfià withiout engraving these uipon our minds.

ro hor1horarosidtataafiindescri- And so il is -%vith ail other subjects, any knowledge
hable soînetltiîg called propriety-iui simplicity they becoines profound lin proportion as wxe cxtend our acquisi-
suppose it to bc some terrible crvature flot of humiian tion of particular facts. Sec, then,ý the great error involvcd
formi, probabiy a wild boast-wars against thieir expression iii your course;- vou are giving the child chiaff whule yoiu
of a verv natural ýand essential feeling,. Parents, have von tiîrow awvythe wheat
von ever considered what it is von areCI thus repressing But at this èarly stage the process demands more
lias it ever occured to yonti tat, in rooting oui curiosiùv consideration tlian t le produet. 'fli knowledge gained
frorn vot' chld(reu'-- minds, you are plucking up by te by titis rough, unsysiemnatic questioning may he smalt
roots tue Ircee that is eventually to i)ear the beautiful -at rnost, i t is usually vague and inidefinite-neverhhe.
flow'ers and sweet fruits of kniowledgc ? Your child'sj less, it is unquestionably of some value. The process,
mninds is in that elastic condition which mnakes it springý how-ever, is the earliest expression of thte spirit of scien-
forwvard to catch. the smaliest fact. Thle storeitouse of' tiflc investigation, whiicll was once as feeble and errahic
knowledge is empty, and those busv littho harvf-stersi un the race as it now is in vour chuld, but wlîicli, bv
te lperceptions, are running- wild over thle fields of Iiis.1graduai developinent iii Hie slow lapse of' centuries, at

observation lui search. of grain that rnay be gathered ini. length becaine stroiig enougli 10 rear the magnificent
Ie fin(Is a new object unlike any thing hoe lias ev,.el- seen structure of exact science. 'Te curiositv vhich induces
or feit before. 1lie cati learui nothing of it cxcopt 1î'om these questions wvill develop or dwindle according as
y ou, and Nvitli touching, confiding faith in yoii cotues circumistances favor tlic one ten(lencv or thc othier.
running up for information. Yoti have somne more im- Encouraged amdinitelligently direcied, iL ill develop
portant matter in mind; you are busy, and inot 10 be iitto a systematic inquim-y after truhhi, ending perliaps iu
boihered, and so, crestfalleii, ite goes aNvw i hw'ounded miainig its possessor a compeor of Newton or Kant. But,
ambition, and perhaps a whit lcss affection foi' you. One undci- habituiai ropression, it degenerates into mere
of the little harvesters returns home emptvlhandÏed .One impertinen, inquisiîiveness, the qualification of ai) 1dl
sheaf lias been lost to the granary. Worse ian all, your tale-bearer. 'flite desideraliom is to make the child forni
child lias lost au opporunit-a precious thing- in tlie a habit of penetrating to the root of ail things.
brief session of lîfe-and lias received a chtecki whiclb But., iL rnay be furthcr contcndcd, thiere are some
may operate to restrain him from seizing future oppor- questions whichî IL would be manifcstly improper to
tunities. Thiuk of iL! You mav have forgcd the firsi atnswýci, for childr-en; for instance, sucli as bcar upon the
liuk lun a cliain of circurnstances that wvill niakc, himi a relations of the sexes, and kindrcd subjechs. This is
lailure ini life. equivalcuit to sa ying- that linowled ge promo tes immorali ty.

Tihis may appear ho be an exaggerated stateniient of te'Flic business of education is to acquaint LIe child with
calse. IL miay le contended, for instance, thaL parents the fachs of life. The facts of the class referred toconsti-
genierally show a reasonable disposition to satisfy the tute Lhe mosh vital part of knowledge -that affecting thc
curiosity of titeir c hildren; Ilat t0 LIe question, IlWhat. daily existence of ecdi and evcry itîdividual. Ignorance
is tItis, papa ? " an explanatory answet- is, iii the great or mnisconception of these facts is productive of thte

mnaoriy o caesproptl at(l lcefuly iven; and gravesi consequences-consequences injuring mental or~
that iL is only wlen I tAquestions are multi plied to an bEodily healtît, or both, as wvell as business prospects. IL
unreasonable extent that impatiecec and refusa I to answer is a serious, a criminal blunder to withhold such facts
foliow. But this raises the question," Cati there ho a fromn a child, or 10 give lîim wrn notions concerning
lintiit ho iuquiry ? " and tIe answeir is, Nouie !''flic Lleni. IL %vilt not do to say that thIe required informa-
desire ho knowv as muchi as caii be known of any thiing ion Nvi1I be gained, or the wrong notions corrected, later.
is a (,,rfectlv rational and prie o ney 1. Iii fact, iL he lie is able ho understand the sui)jeci. Thc fact thai
is a ltîghly-in portant one-I liad alnîost said thte iost le is pronmpted ho question on sudel subjects is abundant
important one. It is the enhering wvedge LIai lias split evidence that his mind is lui a conditiotn to grasp appt-o
lte rocky -walI of ignorance, and enabled the axe of priate ideas, and it is the only safe indication oftthe proper
observation to hiew open the bmoad avenues o cc time to commîiniicatt, those -ideas. IL nîay seenu a trivial
iinto tle 'cry heax'L of the mysteries of Natur-e. t hing ho some parents that a chuld is made to believe

Butit is ojection rcsts on'thc suppositionth iat iti ll grossly absurd and untruthful statements at thte awaken-
sîîfflcient to answer te first fow quiestions, Lhe remainder, ing of his perceptions, because lie will eventually dis-
leitîg considered as relahing ho uniînportantdetails. Now, cover the facis forhinîseîf ; but, ho ail w-ho have observed
te fact of the case is just the reverse. The rejccted the fit-m hld wvhîch early' impressions ake upoii the
p)oi-ion of LIe questions are, as a ruie, [lie niost important. mmnd, and thc influetnce tli'ev %ield. ovex- it, L.0ane
'l'o perceive this fact, observe the niattnîe offLIe questions of thc practice is apparent.' IL hrows away precious
ilite chuld invariably asks, and the ordeî ini whirli lie ime, and niecessitates unileam-ning that which has bec",
puts thon>l. île beglus b1w asking of a tig."What is lvarnied, in order to acquire thai w'hich should have befen


