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THE COLLEGES OF CANADA.
11,
The McGill University.

lan speaking of the Laval Umversity and of the Sewtinary
ol'Quebee —of which the former is but a necessary exten-
sion -or development—we had 10 enter at length in the
biography of the venerable Father of the institution, who
not only gave it all he possessed, but lived as it were for
his college, went himself through the munerons and severe
trials which it had to encounter, and notwithstanding his
generous cfforts left it when dying in a precarious condition.
1t is not so with the McGill University. If we may use the
expression, it was the posthumous child of the benevolent
man who endowed it, and who, if' e has not had the pri-
vilege of seeing the realization of his noble wishes in the
present creditable organization and suecessful werking of !
the institution, has heen spared, on the other hand, the |
pain of following the many and long protracted crisis of its
infaney.

Mr. MeGill was a native of Glasgow, (Scotland) having
been horn in that city on the 6th of October, 1744, e c:\m?:

' vancement of learning in this Province.”

to this country at an carly age, and engaged immediately in
mercantile pursutits.  On the 24 of December, 1776, he n'mr-

ried Charlotte Guillemin, daughter of the late Guillaume |
S?ruillcmin, in his life-time councillor of the King of France |
in Canada, licutenant-général of the adminalty of Qucbcc,l

————— > e

and judge of the Court of prerogutives, widow of the late
Frangois Amable Trottier DesRiviéres.

He was successively member of Parlinment for the eity
of Montreal, and member of the Legislative and Exceutive
councils, colonel of militia and brigadicr-general of the same
during the war of 1812. During a great part of his life he
lived in the house at the corner of the ¢ Place Jaceques-Car-
tier,” on Notre-Dame street, which is now occupied by
public offices. It was then one of the finest residences in
Montreal.

Mr. McGill was distinguished for his charity, his sound
practical judgment and his kinduess of heart, and he mixed
much in society both with the English and French. being
connected with the latter by his marriange. e died on the
19th of Deccember, 1813, being 69 years of age, in the city
of Montreal, where he had resided ever since he came to
Caunada.

By his bt will My, MeGill < guve o the Honorable
John Richardson and other trustees, his farm and land
called Burnside, situated near the city of Montreal, contain-
ing abont forty-six ucres, together with the dwelling-house
and other buildings thereon crected, npon the condition of
their conveying the said property to the Royal Institutien
for the advancement of learning, estallished by an Act of

the Parliament of the Provinee of Lower Canada, entitled
« An Act for the establishiment of free schools and the ad-

But in case the
said institution should not, within the space of ten years
from the time of his decease, erect and cstablish on the said
tract of land an University or College for the purposes of
education and the advancement of learning in this Province,
with a competent number of professors and teachers to render
such establishment effectual and beuneficial for the purposes
intended, it was provided that the trustees should convey
over the whole of the said property to Mr. Frangois Des-
riviéres, the son of Mrs. McGill by her first marriage. Itwas
also provided that the college or onc of the college of the



