
Declensions in~ Religious fiommunities.

present state of the Christian church,
that there is much declensien and
departing from the truth among
professors of religion. Some are
excluded from. our religious commu-
nities, of %whom %ve had entertained
pleasing hopes; and mnny w'ho
remaîn indulge in a shyness and
distance in their behaviour to others,
directly opposite te that brotherly
love Chrîstians are se repeatedly
exhorted to cherish.

It is, however, a consolatory truth,
that there are churches in our land
where truc piety reigns-where
brotherly love prevails te a pleasing
dJegree, and where many are turned
frorn darkness to light, andfrorn the
power of satan Io t/w living God.
Nt wvhere churches do flot presper,
where sinners are flot led te enquire,
Wihat they must do Ie be saved, t here
must be senie radical dcfect. Oighit
it net then te be a subjeet of enquiry,
JJ>y Christian Societies do flot more
genea/ly prosper ?

The writer of these hints would
sk bis brethren, whether it may net

be oving te the ivant cf more per-
sonal reli gion among professors themn-
sAlves ? It cannet, generally, be
&a;eribeci to a negleet cf' the external
rüeans appointed for this purpose;
for though, in particular instances,
this may ha the case, yct prayer
meetings and the preaching of the
word of God, are attended te as wel
as in times more presperous. But
howvever numerous the rehigieus
services througli which wve pass, if
our hearts be net theroughly engaged,
if ive do net enter experimentally
iite the things of God, we arc net

R-l obe of'any use in promoting

sha1l we be the means cf cominuni-
tating a sacred gleov cf the love cf
Christ te others, -,vlien his love reigus
in our own niinds. When our
botvels move for the salvation of'
sifflera, then wvill our prayers for
their pardon ascend te God throiugh

Jesus Christ with a holy eloquence
that shall obtain the blessing. We
shall never recommend the word of
life wvith Iasting effeet, te, others,
unless we have handled it, and tasted
it ourselves. If our tempera are
imperious, our Iusts unsubdued, it
will be in vain te, expeet religion ta
presper in our hands. But nothing
can be more evident than that the
cultivation of holiness in the heart
and in the life, in ail its branches,
%vill he the înest effectuai way of
bringing dow'n on ourselves and con-
nections showers of divine influence
te quieken and te convert the soul.
God will smile upen that society
wvhich makes ail his ordinances, and
the ineans of grace lie has appointed,
the nieans of proimeting personal,
religion.

H-ave we not used prayer as a
duty, and to quiet our consciences,
rather than as an exercise in which
we enjey sacred pleasure, and by
which we drawv nigh te God? P lI
hiearing God's word, have we not too
often considered how much of what
wc have heard belongccl te others,
rather than, with Christian fiiithful-
ness, applicd it te, ourselves ? Lloi
littie communion have we had with
God in his public worship!1 Many,
very many, there is reason to fear, of
the duties of religion have been
attended te at home witla a (legree
of fermai regularity, while the ques-
tion has seldorn becu asked, What
effeets do these duties~ produce on niy
heart, or on the heart of any one in
the famiiy ?

Ias not our conformity to the
world, been a very serious cause 6f
the declension oftrue religion amongst
professors? While we are mingbing
in wior!dly society, we have flot
unfrequently connived at sin, when
it ought te have been reproved-a
repetition of the same sins ini our
connexions has se inured us te them,
that they pass almost unobserved,
though committed under car imine-


