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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST,

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 23rp ATAY, 1846.

IS BRITISH CONNEXION EXDANGERED BY FREE
TRADE?

In sending forth the fiest number of the “ Ecoxoyist,” we
stated as 2 rale which would govern the management of thus
gapcr, that it would not interfere with purely palitical questious,

ut that it would confine itself to the discusswn of certan sroat
commercial principles which are now asitatang the world, and 10
the probable effeets those principles are to have on the welfare
and prosperity of the Colony,  We conceirved thiz to be necessary
for 1wo reasons—firs, beeause we swe aware that it 1s become
almost a fushion in Canada to give a political complenion to every
thing; and secondly, bevause we feed that the cause we have
taken in hand istoo precious to be jeapard: ed by a suspreion everr
that its interests atre not entirely those of the areat mass o the
people.  1f, therefore, anything Like a pohticil spint has been
mtroduced into the disenssion of Free Trade questions, we are not
to blame, We have aever spohen of Colomal disconnevion as
the result of Free Trade principles, or darkly shadowed forth a
future which we fervemly hope aud beheve will uever arnve,
when Canada will resind with other fieelines than those of deep-
bound attachment the kind mother who his watched over her in-
fant srowth. No, if such terns have been introduced mito the dis-
cussions of the Free frade question, st 1= Iy the Protectiomsts and
not by ug, and if we now=—azuinst our ordinary practice—refer to
such subjocts, it is only that we may deelare our total dissent from
the views which bave been expressed on tins head, and show, as
far as it is in our power do so, thut no such results are 10 be
- feated.

We need hardly say that a separtion of the Colony from the
mother conntry conld snly be broughtabout by one of three distinet
and different operations.  First, by the action of the mother
countiy in deciding to throw off’ the Colony.  Secondly, by the
action of the Colony in deciding 10 throw off the mother country :
and Thirdly, by asreement of the twe, resolved on for their several
interests, and camried out in a epirit of kindness and mutual con-
sideration, .

Now in reaant 1o the first—the action of the mother country in
throwinz off the Coluny,—we are not aware that any indications
of such a step have ever bedh made or that the Protectionists
enteriun any very oreat apprehension, concerning it !* ix, how-
ever, true that if the present protective =y stem were long kept up,
aud the people of the mother conntry found themselves heavily
taxed to maintain & colonial es ablishiment from which thev con-
sidered that they detived uo adequate benefit in return, 1t misht
become, and douttless would become a queston, whetlier the
conunexion should be continued, and w that case there nught be
reasonable gronnds for apprehending that Euelaud would sive up
the Colony.” T'hat she would—awith all her feelmes in our favonr- —
allow her twrade with other conntries to be fettered in order 10
maintain our monopolies is, we think, what we conld neither hope
nor expeet in justice, however much the interested views of
afew may lead them' to desire it.  If, then, the connexion i< to
depend on the maintenznee of protection, we can easily imasine
that it may be perilled, and that by the action of Great Britain
' herself—but this, we need searcely say, is not what the Protec-
| tionists mean when they talk of danger to Brtish connexion.

The second means by which a separation could take place is,
aswe have stated, the action of the Colony itself. For such »
etate of things to be brought about, we must snppose, not only that

-

areater commereial advantages are expected from the change, hut
that the political in<titutions of the United States are lw}ﬁ to be
preferable to those we now poxsess, and in favonr of which it is
anly reasonable to conclude, all our feelings and prejudices are
enlisted. We will <uppose, however, for the suke of arzument,
that no political corsiderations evisted, and then nnfsnirc what
possible reason Canada conld have for desiting to change her
allegiance.  Such reasons must be based on superior commereial
advantanes—on the pre~umption that she could obtan a dearer
market for her products, and a cheaper market for her supa)lios,
than she would hase, under a system of Free Trude, wih the
mother comntry. Now we think we have shewn pretty con-
clusively in former munbers,—fitst, that prices ave uot likely to
be materially affected in the home market by the withdrawal of
protection : and secondly, that any difference that deestake place
will he fully malde up 16 the prodicer in this country, m the lower
rate at which he will be enabled to obtain some of the mticles he
is now compelled, under @ svatewn of diferential duties, to take
fram Great Britain, and which he could obtain much cheaper
elsewhere.

Free Trade in Tnztand, as has been well observed, means alzo
Freo Prade in the Coliny, with sl the worlde The privilege
which England demasds Tor heself—to buy it the cheapest aind
sell i the dezrest naarhot—she cannot deny to Canadas 1 ~hie
takes from us proteetion for our timber and curty, she cannot, and
i= toa just tadesive i, madutaine tt for et oswaoanufactures, Tuere
mns be an equitable adjustment of intorest<cand twall be strange,
indecd, if with the power aud dispasition to Lenetit us, Great
Britein ot leave us any reason to desire o termitation of the
connernion. Weare tosell fnthe dearest marhet—where will that
market he? Nty we coatend, the United States—itself a corn
exporting canntry,  sminst which the Canadian fanmer is recev-
ine, and is clamorms for protection.—We ase to purchase wthe
cheapest, and to what othes market can we go tur the butk of that
whieh we regnire, bt to Bogdand, wlieh, i spre of iheed tal
anpphes the United States itself, with Lier womlactures 1o the
amonnt of erght millions a-year, and which s oo sheation to
invite competition, under a system of Pree Trade, walt every
comtry in the world, )

The' third means by which a separation is to be offected, is Ly
the mutual eansent of Colony aud mother conutry, and the ciuses
by which this eonld he bronght alut ane necessanly ineluded w
what we have stated in considering the other two questions. Itis
only a different and more amiable way of cffecting the same
resnlt, and we do not, therefore, consider it pecsssary 1o dwedl
on it

Thete are, hawever, some other considerations involved in thes
question, which we cannat consent 10 overlok, sl foremost
amonast theee js the ildea which seemnsto be commonly entertam-
o, thar Colaies aud proteetton 2o hand in hund, and that s o
of the coninon nature of things that the one sheuld exist without
the ather.  If by this is meant the kind of protection involved 1a
reaulating and diseriminatire dities, and in the vevatious adjust-
ment of imterests which will not be adjusted, then do we mos
emphatically recard our dissent fram any such propostion. . Such
a system may build up Colonies, bt it wiil never keep thean.
The time will surely arrive when the interests of one or both ot
the partins will be fonnd ineowpatible with sachan sirmngement—
when protection will either be withdrawn I the mother country,
or the Colony will revalt from the <hackles with which s com-
weree has been surrounded by the fnterested poliey of the parent
State.  An enzagement concluded i saclctemms, never yot Jr
plesced both pasties, and in the drritation wlach s sure tores -

tom the consiant re-adjustment of commerceial tarsls, there is
ahwave danger to be feared, Up toia cortam point, st istras, every-
thing wmes an prosperousty wuud smeathly. Wath hive conneree o
boast of, the deperdency is azarandized by the eaelasive marhet
of the perent conntry, and enriched Ty the outlay that the fonner
is contrnt 10 make in the hope of future repayment. But vath
the gronth of the Colony, ather ideas are sure 1o spring up @ fivw
interests precent themeelves, incompatible with the commerend
viewe of the parent State, or inconsistent, it may be, with the rea-
tion which has up tothattime existed between the parties. Then
itis that the struggle commences, a strugule such as that winch
ended in the loss to Fagland of her old Colonics on this Continent,
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