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in u~so ASTL, Dtemlber, 1 8553
D£.&r, Sin,-During rny sojourn a' Edinburgh the wvinter bcfbre last, 1 laboured

with unremnittingy and earnest as>i-luitv to bring, about a union between the ditYer-
ent bodfes of uncndowed Irbtr.santi not -%vithout receiving iiany tokens of
sympathv and encouragement, flbr whichi 1 then flit, and still gaeulnn h
part of the United PreýSbyterian miisters therc ivas uianiifesteti, iwithout (so f'ar as
tii ca a to iniind) a single execi.tion, a concurrence Hii niv vieivs, charac(.teriseti bi-

the inost unreservcd frankness and ieart feit allroval-. M.ýany also ofthe inost ci-
nent amon-yst nîy Froc Chu rch frieids 'vere zealonislv and activ'elv engageti iii the
cause; but in othier influtential quaîrters, thure were doubts aîxd illificuities started,
which inarred and frustrated thue tuidcrtaking-. 'The organs of* thirl press gave nie
no armistance, and seemeti dibposetl, iin.tead oIforaWg ta frownli upon niy sincere
and persevering etrorts; ta whiuh vou, on the ather baiud, ivere p!easci ta afford
your poiverfui aud practicai co-operation. Ir is to yc>u. thrfrthat I venture to
make mny present appeai ; anîd ini your colaînus tha«-: I hope ta find a channel for
the respectfi but undisguised -xpression of the depl tdiNsppointriunit %vitli which 1
perused those portions of the able and ollhurwvi.e admniraleý lpei atelv- dehivered
at Glagow by my> eminent and excellent frienti Dr Cad in iu wich), to the best
of myjudgement, principles are propoundeti wichý mu-, tend to prevent, in ait
time coming that frif xîdly and fraternal fusion.of wlixlch Iav becii striving to forwardl
the accompiishmcnt.

There docs not 1 think exist. ini an elsistialene. a more painful andi disre-
putable spectacle than that v'hich is at î>resuîît c:xl]î*b;itud in ýScotlind. to the nmorti-
fication of cvery frieni to Christian unity, and the i*u-.ph of every scoffer at
Christian inconsistenuv. Therc are no fewer thaii fivu dliunwhîtioas, ill profèssing
to be Caivanis'ic in their doutrinc, andi Presb)-terian in t1ieir polit)-, and 3-e îji.;xif
onterms ofactual ciislike. orat the bestof distant c:ivilit3-. Eatuh ina greatmneasure
endeavours to ignore or discoiuntenanice tie labors of thie a.hcr. No matter if there
shouid be in any district a place of worship large enougli to accomodaie thc entire
body of the Presbyterian population. and a pastor who preaches Chirist crucifieti in
the iitmost purity and fuiness, the adherents of other bodies must have a separate
chapel (or pei-baps two or three) of their own ; and a large amount of money and
labor are thus running to waste, at the ver3' tiîne wvhen &o)1 are so inuelh xîeîded
and so iniportunatciy caileti for in inan), debtitutc quarters. And yet so strang- is

th eelin- of mutual repislion, tiîat it would be niuch casier to sphit up any one of
these sections, dislocated into fragments, than persuade any two ta coalesce.

Iseemt to be, at this moment, a niooted p oint, what body shouiti ho considered
as constituting the Churchi of Scoflanti. Ail Scottish prelatists contend, thiat either
there is no such entity, or that thiey alone are entiticti, in an apostolie sense, to that
desi--nation. The Established Cliureh founds its claim on the Acts of 1Parlianient,
in Virtue of wbieh it is investeti with the entire tem»poralities andl prerogatives an-
nexed to that enviable prc-emrenc±. The Froc! Church, again, -llls that Es-
tabiishnient to bc a thing of -% ùsterd.ay, a creaion of Lord 0Abercn~ a thing,
whici bas existcd oniy siîxce i84.3. andi whiei, if nut a creation of Lord Abertt .n's,
is the creation of' the Court ofà.Se.,sion and the 1 Iou-se of Lordls," anti it is averred
tbat Il hy ail the historical îgsandi marks which can poýibly identify a national
chai-ch, we can certainly trace our descent far more dcearly tlîan any Bishop can
trace back bis totUic aposties." The Unitecd PreNlàyttcrlan. andti lepiendêfnts main-
tain tha.t no communion ean, without rnanifebt arrogance andi injustice, assume to it-
self the chai-aeter of a -national churchi," inasniuclx as ilhure is noue ivhichi, takzen
by itself, is flot grcatiy outnuumbcred by the aggregate of the parties not includuti
witbin ite pale. I a= persuade(], liowever, that il'you werc to poli the entire pop-
ulation of Seotland, there would not be founti 100) persons who would be wiliinz to
concode to us the appellation of 1 national chu reili al] the 1isseitn boilies
'wou!d without hesitation, admit, or rather contenu, that if that namie sbould be
awarded to any churech, it beiongs of right ta thý- E-txahl;slimcnt. Tii dca-isiorî.
would ninquestionabiy bc confirmied i hv the unanin.o i-z 'erdi- ! of brat'i iluxuses of
]?ariiament and by the assent of aIl Engilishinen, -:her Ciî:xrchm':i or fi-n
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