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Messrs Epitons,.

A copy of the last No. of your excel-
~ lent Athenceum, and a friendly letter from
the chief of your staff, rewind me of a
promiso made some -months ago. 1 Lave
been spending a-fow lays of our Easter
vacation in a pedestrian tour through
some of tho neighbouring counties, and
in.the hopo that the varied scenes which
delighted our company may not lose all
their interest by this description, I place
somo ranbling jottings at your disposal.
And first your readers must know our
party. Well, wé had an expericnced
tourist of Scotch descent, whu touk
charge of the expedition ; noat, a bank
official, who was born witLin the sound
of Bow Church bells,.and -msy thereforo
‘bo honourably dubbed a leader cocknoy,
and lastly, twoCapnadian students. We-
Ieave the city on the morning of Good’
Friday, when the greab heart of the uni-
verso has ceased its mighty rapid beat-
ings, and lies quiot and peaceful as on
that day in sevou, when the music ofa
thousand bells wafts peace aud juy o
care-worn souls. Indeed we pass by
meny ‘who were congregating to celubfate
tho great evont, at* which the earth tuie
with hrerid rent her xauteous garh, at
which tuo sun veiled his brilliant coun-
gtenanca.  These good people are sincers,
thoy do well ; but let them wnut consure
us for rofusing to follow them. Ours
this day, is tho way of pleasure—we
tread it with no more compunctivns of
coniseieneo thau they tread the aisles of
venerable cathedrals, and join in soul-
ravishing music.

A-rido'af ‘13 miles brings us to Ewell,
the wfarting-point of v walk. Thonee
our way lies through Epsom, once famous
for its salts, it has become a dwarfish
sickly village. On through the county
of Sunsex wo crss the Downs, where in
summer Englishmen gather to- the great
Derby racss.  Men on horseback gailop
at full speed in a wido racecourse which
entircles somo-forty acres of land—and
that yonder ‘towering stand 1is erect-
ed'for H. R. H The Princt of Wales,
and under that canepy young: noblemen
138 oy win their fortunes in a day.

Next, wo are brought face to face with
the charms of Emglith .scanary, and. som-
of the most geneml outhnes may well
be introduced here. Necto then the ex-
celient rvads, smouthr-and level as.a floor.
They are-the outgruwth of centuries, and
had their ongin in the whims and-fances
of stragglers and rovers. Nu surveyor
marked them off with nice m« esurcraents,
no commssioner superintended their cun
struction. Passayes wero needed through
certain larids in certain directions, and
passages were mado-wliero now run.these
parrow winding crooked, though well
built roaus. Un both =ides grow beauti-
ful well-ciupt hedges, giving these roads
the appearance of those private carnage-
"ways which lcad up to the mansicns of
some of your gontry. Wherever two or
more roads meet, fingor-posts direci the
stranger on lis way, and in the main
rond mile-stones tell him of his progress.
-Sauntoring along- one-.of these lonaly
‘lanes wo-catch-at ovory turn-ahew sight
of the beautiful country. Meadows alrea-
dy richly greon, scparated by hedges
from the fields of winter gramn stretch
away in thé distance. Norare they swept
of all ehelter a8 I have seen them .an
Canada, but bere and there single trees or
clumps of trees spread their refreshing
shade over the weary cattle and sheep.

Everywhere is the country well water
ed, so that streams, naturl and artificial,
course through every farm. And the
Lnghsh have an exquisite-sensibility to
tho subtile touches of nature. What
sho has denied them thoy bave cultivated
to such perfection that there 18 no incon-
gruity wn the additions which art has
made.. Covershaped trees may delight
the gay throng who roll through the
-streets of Pans tq, Versailles, bit English
gentiemen have 2 taste for the immitable
grace and negligance of nature.

sights than the grounds of a cultivated
‘English land-owner, His resudence
stands on an eminenco at a littlodistance
from the road, whonce it'is approached
by a cqmma
ggto, beside the road, is the poster’s lyigo
gonerally, a small, neat. stone cottage.
Passing by this, you walk up theavenus,
through a delightfal park, which scatter-
od trees of ancient growth darkened with

Hence, there are fow more beautiful®

nding avénue. At the cuter.

their Jxa&c, ami fxxllmg cascades enliven
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rounded by a wall, against which tho
woodbine has been trained, or by & neat
fence of wuod or wire over wlich the
hedgo has grown,  Within, you ses 2o
ustic flower beds amud eatwiing shrub-
bery and wide-branching trees, where 1n
the heat of a summer day onv may enjoy
the kudly shade and the ambrosial
sweetness of a paradise on earth. The
house itself is generally of stoue or brick,
without any of" the extravagances of bad
taste, or bad art, only the modest vy
epreads over its porch and: turns abuut
its angles.

These, reader, are a few of the striking
features of an English gentleman’s home.,
A cumploto picture cannut %o fllled up
for thuse exquisite tuuches which charm
the delicate observer by their beauty ana
their naturalness can be.ropreduced only
by tho grandest efforts of a master-artist.,

But'it is not tv bo supposed thuu wins:
Queen of Beauty hasexbausted her charms
on these country seats of the nobles and:
the wealthy. The middle class and the
peasantry are not wanting 1n this same
susceptibility of nature’s beauties. Thia
unusual elevation of character s doubtlcss
munly due to the example and wfluence
of the cultivated gentry who show a true
nobility of soul 1n their gemal mtercourso
with the infenior orders, which contrasts
stropgly with the contemptible airs of
resorvo and artificial digmty assumed by
the apish Croesus of many & village here
and clsewhere. The peesant, therefere,
is as anxivus about the embelbshmeént of
Ins Iittle tenument «s tho Lord of the
Magor about his mansion. The holly
grows besido tho house reaching to the
thacched oo  Tho whole. cottage
is completely covered with ivy. What
space can be spared from the vegetablo
garden is devoted to flowers, while the
small yet nch grass plot before the door
adds a new beauty to the listle perant
home, the whule is enclosed by a thick

. hedge wmithin which the woodbinb rears

itself on the rude trellises of the-planter’s
make.

Through such scencs as thess onward
we gotill niight finds us mn tho village of
Guilfurd,after & walk: of twenty-six mides.
Now, reader, while I pause to Iet our



