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andthat thc common centre of gravity of the body shifts more or less
towards t ho riglit,-according te the grenter or less inspiration of the
lungs, and the conseonýent: inclination of the liver rcsulting frein the
greater expansion of the iiglit side of the chest. Herein inay possibiy
lie a siight predisposing cause leading te a preferential use of the riglit
Side. But the evidene adduced altogether fails to account for what,
on suai a theory, bceme àbnormal deviations freux the natural action
of the body. Toaposition of the liver, and the înfluence of a fui'
inspiration, combine, according to Dr. B3uchanan, to bring tha centre of
,gravity of the body nearly over thc right foot. Hence inactively over-
coming a rosistance frein aboya, as ivien the carter bears up the sI'aft
of bis cart on his shouider, the museular action originates niainiy with
the lowcr 11mb of thc saie sida, which partakces of the saine museular
power and davaepnient as the cerresponding upper Ii1mb. On all such
occasions, where tie muscular action is brought dirctly into play in

ovremig h wigt rresistance, Dr. Bucehanan affirins that the
rigit shouider is inuci more powerful than the loft; but i n the passive
bearing of weights it is otberwise. The very fact that the centre of
gravity lies on thc rigit side, gîves a, mechanical advantage iu the use
of the loft sida in sustaining and carrying burdens; andthis assigned
pre-eïninenee of tho loft sida and shoulder, as the bearer of burdens, is
aceerdingly illustrated by dia Professer by means of an angraving,
rapresenting " ea burden borne on the left shoulder as thc sumniit of
tie meahanical axis passing aiong thc right lower limb."

Recent opportunities have afforded ina a very practical ineans of
testing this question. Whila travelling in one of the large steamuboats
on the Mississippi river, my attention was attracted by the dock-porters,
who at every Ianding ara ciiiployed in transporting the freight te and
frein tie levee, and in suppiyiug the vessali vitiî cord-wood and ceai.
They constitute, as a ciass, thc rudest reprasentatives of uinskiiled
labour, ineliuding boti whites and négrees. For heurs together they
are te be sean geing at a rua to aad frei the Iower deek of the vassel,
aarrying sacks of grain, bales, chcsts, or bundies of cord-wood. Watch-
in(, tict ni losely, 1 observed that soe gave thc preference te tic rigit
and semae te the left shoulder in bearing tlicir burdeni; and this wlitheth,
as witi the bale and'saek, they bad it placed on tie shouldar by others,
or with the cerd-wood, which ticy Ieadcd for themsclvcs. Noting,
aceordingly, ia separata coluamns, the use of tic right and left sheulder,
and-in tic case of loading with cord-wood tic employrnent of the rigit


