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depths to ivhich a man ma>' faIl before he is
aware, who has given himself up to the race
for wealth. Stili Mr. Benson strikes us as,
at least, a someîvhat exaggerated portrait,
suffering ver>' much by contrast with a charac-
ter in some respects similar, Mr. Buistrode,
ina' Middlemarch.' Minturn's friend, Glezen,
has more life and individualit>' than the hero,
-though his facetiousness, too, seems a littie
overdravn, even for an American. The princi-
pal feinale characters are less happil>' drawvn,
-indeed even the heroine gives us hard>' any
impression of individuait>' beyond the facts, of
her invalidism and general ainiability. Miss
Coates is a littie better, but preternaturally
analytic and philosophical ; while hier vulgar,
well-meaning- mother is decidedly the most
real wvoman in the book, though we sec and
hear a littie too mucli of hier. Altogether, the
stor>' docs not introduce us to very interesting
people, and even the humour is rather heavy.
Occasionally, too, the tone lias a decidcdly
false ring, as for instance, in the 'rehearsal of
the atLitudes' for the wvedding, and in such
passages as the followin, t-

'To have a home once more wvas a blessing
îvhich she feit 'vas too great to be nieasured.
To enter a.0rnce/y home, as its mistress, with
'the man she loved-to risc to 50 swcct a
destin>' out of the ver>' embrace of death-
was a jo>' so great that no hour, no day, no
year could hiold it.

'Nicholas,' said the bride, with tears in hier
eyýes, 'you have earned that.'

Then I have carned something better than
money,' lie respondcd.

'And yoze have earned me, too, ' she added,
clasping his armn and looking up into bis cyes.'

The best- thing in the book is its treatment
of the problemn of pauperism, and its exposure
of the false phulanthrophy of man>' of the
present attelnpts at mitigating the evil. Such
passages as the folloîving deserve careful con-
sideration among ourselves:-

'There 'vas no lack of benevolence-that,
ivas manifest on ever>' hand ; but there ivas
flot only a lack of concert, but an utter failure
to, comprchiend the nature of the case, and to
sec anything to be donc but alleviation. He
saw a great îveight to be lifted' and no harmon>'
of action with regard to, iL. Every remedial
agent %vas " patchy." There wvcrc hospitals
for old men and hospitals for old womcn.
There ivere "l'hclping hands ' for this, that, or
the other. There ivere asylums for orphans
and half-orphans. There ivere out-door relief
and in-door relief. There ivere general soci-
eties that were flot only compcting with each
other for the privilege of distributing the funds
of the benevolent, but invading cach other's
field.

'How to get the most out of these b.anevolent
organizations, iras the great question among
the pauperized and perjured masses. The>'

wcre besieged on ever>' hand by deceit, by in-
genious and persistent lying, by ail base means.
to sccure wlhat the>' had to give.

' Why Grace,> lic ivent on, give tne the
authorit>' and the money, and I %vili take the
contract to cure three-quarters of the pauper-
ism of the city in three years. The poor wc
have always îvith us, and, ivhcncvcr ive ivili,.
we nia>' do thein good, by helping themn to
hclp themselves. The physical>' hclpless ive
have alîvays with us. The sick ire have
always with us. You may cali these a quarter
of the pauper population, if you %vili ; but the
remaining thrce-quarters only exist b>' a crime
-a crime of their owvn, and a crime of society
that tolerates thema for a day. If a mian ivili.
flot work, neither should hie eat. 1 cannot
bear to see an evil groiv in this neir country
until it becomes a hiopeless inistitution-a great
ulcer upon the social and political body, eating
toward its vitals year b>' year, with neyer an
attempt at radical treatment-vith nothing
applied but emollients and sedatives.'

All that Dr. Holland says and suggests
about the treatinent of the pauper classes is
valuable, and the plans hie inakes Nicholas
pursue miglit advantageously be tried by
those îvho are desirous of elevating tlîe
masses. In this respect the book, it mn>' be
hopcd, ivili have a ivide and beneficial in-
fluence.

EVERGREEN LEAVES: BEING NOTES FROM,%
wi' TRAVEL BOO0K. By Toofie. Toronto
Belford Brothers, 1877.

This is a book of the useful inforynation
kind--a wvell intended attenipt to impart a.
good deal of knowledge about things flot gen-
er ii> known, under the very thin guise of a
ver> slight story. It is evident>' meant to
prepare the minds of youthful tourists for
proflting to the utmost by prospective travels
in England and Scotland, and for this pur-
pose it nia>' serve f0 some extent as a band-
book to be used upon the spot, since to re-
member a tithe of the historical and arch2colog-
ical information îvith îvhich the volume is
stored, would be as serious a tax on the
memor>' as 'Mangnall's Questions.' The
characters in the slight thrcad of stor>' ihich
acts as the sugar-coating of the more instruc-ý
tive poon of the book, are of the type usual
ini =ok which conve>' information by the
asking and answvering of questions; their in-
dividuality is flot more striking than that of
lay-flgures in gexîcral, unless ire except ' Artist
Annie,' who is usual>' to be, found sketching
ruins or doing soinething in character îvith
the soubriquet b>' which she is invariably
designated. The perpetual recurrence of
French and German phrases, which is some-
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