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sthicture with every needful tool ; and endowed
with the requisite wveaving, cell.maldng, mining,
n.est-building instincts, independent of ail instruc-
tion, experience, or accumulated knowledge. On
the otber band is man, naked, iinarmed, unprovided
with touls, naturally the most helpless, defenceless of
ail animais ; but by means of bis i-eason, clothing,
arming, bousing bimself, and assuming the mastersr
over the wbole iri-ational creation, as well ns over
inanimate nature. With the aid of firebe caxiadapt
not only the products but the clmmates of the most
widely severed latitudes to 'bis requirements. lie
cooks, and the ample range of animal and vegetable
life in every clmmate yields hini wholesome nutriment.
Wffood, bone, flint, sheils, stone, and at lengtb the
native and unwi-ought metals, aini bim, furnish hlm
wvith tools-with* steamsbips, railroads, telegraphic
cables. Hie is lord of ail this nether world."

The enormous difficulty presented by this, suppos-
ed transition is k.id 'Laie by Dr. Wilson, in the
inost convincing and masterly manner. He points
ont that "it is not merely that intermediate t.ansi-
tional foi-ms are wvanting : the far greater difllculty

* remains by auy legitimate process of induction to
* realise that evolution wbich consistently links, by

natural gradations, the brute in absolute subjection
t:) the laws of matter, and tbe national beiag nuling
over a.'imate and inanimate nature by force of
intellect." Hie points out that "the difficu]ty is not
to conceive of the transitional forn, but of the trans-
itional mind; " and he strongly expresses thse opin-
ion, which bis great ethnological knowledge i-en-
d ens of special value, that the lowest savage can be
reýgaided as nothing less than man, and that g«it caxi
with no propriety be said of bim that he lias only
doubtftilly attained thse rank, of rnanhood. " The

* savage, bowever degi-aded, is in no stage of transi-
tion; be is not baif brute and balf maxi; anid'<his
mental faculties are only dormant, flot undevel-
oped."' Ail is mental energies are e-xpended in
maintaining a pnecarious existence, in keeping up a
dailylfight against tise forces of nature and bis living
enemies. Nevertiseless, 'lthe infant, even of the
ravage, ere it lias completed its third yean, does daily
and bourly, wit.bout attracting notice, %wbat surpasses
every marvel of tise 'balf-reasoning' elephant or

* dog. In truth, tbe difference between tise Australiant
,avage and a Shakespeare or a Newton is tniling,

* compared wvitb tbe unbridged guif which separates
him froni tbe very wvisest of dogs or apes. "

Dr. Wilson again lays great stress upon an argu-
ment %vhicb, to oun mind, is extremely weighty,
thougisit lias been ivbolly ignoi-ed hy the advocates
of evolution. Hie points ont, namely, that the
savage is not to be regarded as bcing the neanest
approacs 'ihich wve bave to maxi in a state of a-

ture ; but that the very degradation which makes
hum a savage, removes hum far froni the normal,
natural man on the one hand, and stili further
from the brute on the other hand. On the con.
traxy, the savage "«exhibits just such an abnormal
deterioration from bis true condition as is consist-
ent with the perverted free-wvil1 cf the rational
free agent that he is. He is controlled by mo-
tives and impulses radically diverse froni any brute
instinct. This very capacity for nioraldegradation
is one of the distinctions which separate maxi by a
no lcss ixnpassable bannier than bis latent aptitude
for highest intellectual development, froni ail other
living creatures."»

Developing bis argument stili further, the author
points ont that, in constructing their hypothetical
ladder between man and the higber anammals, the
disciples of D)arwin have to face the almost insuper-
able difficuity, that their ixnainary semi-humaxi
transitipp forin would necessarily have a worse
chance of surviving in " the struggle for existence "
than either the fiully developed maxn or the fully de-
veloped brute. The transition can only be effected
by thse medium of some foriu in which. neither thse

mental .powers of the mani nor the physical powers
of the brute are preseat to an extent sufficient for the
exigences of bare existence. In the supposed pro-
cess «C'of exchanging native instincts and weapons,
strength of muscle, and natural clotbing for the coin-
pensating intellect, the transmuted brute must have
reachied a stage in wbieb it was infenior in intellect
to the very lowest existing savages, zd in brute
force to tbe lower animais." It bas yet to besbowvn
by the advocates of evolution liow any imaginable
process of «"1selection " could have preserved a being
s0 helpless.

The scientific maxi bas hitherto, failed to depict in
sufficiently bold outlines, the form, and mental char-
acter of the bypothetical being wbich is supposed to
have formed the interaeiate link between thse man
and the brute. Dr. Wilson, however, points out that
the genius of Shakcespeare bas "deait -with the very
conception wbich now seems so difficult to realize,
andi, uxitrammelled alike by Darivinian theories, or
anti-Darwinian prejudices, gavre the 1 aiy nothing a
local habitation and a naine."' Caliban is the

Reluctantly leaving the subtle analysis and brilli-
ant reasoning of the first tw.o chapters of this fasci-
nating work, we are introduced in Chapter III. to
'lCaliban's Island." The curtain rises, and we sec
«'the ocean tides ise and fail upon the yellow sanxus
of Prospero's Island," as yet unaiarked ia any sailor'b
chai-t. If space permitted, -.e would gladly linger
a whule upon thse encbanted isie; wc would study
Caliban, fi-st as the monster of ShAkcspeaWes draina,
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