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liolcier of' sîîch ai) atuîuuity wvouid hatve a civil
and patrimioninil interest, wlîicb liiiîîged ou the
quc-jtioin, %vlietber w'o voiil afliiitr ciîot ad-
mit liiiii to the table of' the Lord ? Who dees
liot sec, that thoughi this is clcarly a temporal
qutionii yct it wvould bie ami oversteppingr of
theïr proper doinain, on the part of' nmîy secu-
lar judicature, to attempt to overbear our jîîdg-
ment, or to visit uis will pains und penalties
because y. e caille Io ai adverse dckiiion. In
lilko mfanuci-, to tahie a supposition nearer to
the question at isue, tic Chutrcli nieyer gave
up the coinuînnd %% ii sue iîad frein the first
over lier offico-hemrers, becauise they wcere la-
k-en into the service of* lime State, and in returu
for tbe eîîdoeînts confifrred upion tiiem, sbe
sudertook-, tbrough tliese office-boni-crs, to
deal out tlîroigflî ail lier districts anid parishies
tlîe tessons of' religinus cducmîtion ainoiîg ail the
faixijies of' the landi. The State d]id 'not, iu
conf'crringt tiiese temnporal good thiings upon
our futictionaries, ai-m anfl invest tbem witlî
the privilege of' the riglit of' resistiig tlîat ce-
clesiastical aiitbority front whiicli their ceclesi-
astical status derives its very coutinuance and
beiîîg. As the Cliurch admits or discontinues in
its communion oiiits owii priiicipies, anid wv1at-
ever inimunities may bo confeired ou tiîat pri-
viloge ab extra, iL wvill continue to manage Ihiat
busin ess oh tue saine principles as it did bel'ore;
se the Cliurch wvill admit or discontinue its of'-
jice-bearers on its own principles; and wvlat-
ever tenîporalities înay be conrerred on tim
àb exra, slîe ivill continue to maniage hier bu-
siness of adnîiittingr or excludimg thein on the
îsame princihles as slie did before. Whatever
be the circumnstances, iii w~hivh w-e are placcd,
we can.never be eiiiitlcd to remnit ilhat lavful
authoiity which cv-ery Christian Churcli exer-
cisesàèver her sons and servants. If an indivi-
dual pafty %verc to takze uflènco ut our proce-
dirè,. I4ecari witlîdlraw lus liberality; or if lio
p!iease, hé may continue to bestow it cithier
upon 'those whomn we have rejccted, or on
tboýce -%ýhom we have ejectcd-iîe mivy tluiim
uîirihtopuumy. So may the State, cither in
indaiViduýl'parishes, or with the Chturch, at large,
eithdràw ber endownents fi-oui ue, and confier

heni upon our -ve to:ed preseuitees and our de-
posdd clergymfen; but her legitimate po-%er

corsesàat tis point. (Ilcar, licar.) We may
be SVw-él eicused, alter the interdicts of' two
years, îfwe are jealous of any bill whichwould
expose us to a repetition of those insults on
thîe*>part ,of' the State, or of' the agrents and

bsorxnatés df the State on any sucli pretence
thiat oukà is a* National Church, wvhich would
ïnhfici aà deathblow on those principles that as a
Cf;risiàn Church indepcndcntiy belong to us,
%v1iich-mwôuld either li't against nis tic hand of
Vfô. léhce fizo«u wvithout, or bypractising on the
allefface of our *own children, would stir up
intarchy aid, insubordiniation ivithin. (Hear.)
Nowï, looking at-this part of' the case, keeping
P, ;3teadfast _eye on the question of the spii-ituat

independence of'tho church, and puttiiîg out of
view l'or t ho pi-sent, the question of non-intru-
sioîî, thcre are manye very many, 1 trust, who
have various opinions respccting the law of
patronagre, but wvho would liarmonize and en-
ter inito one conjoinod and f'irm plialanx to vin-
dicate the Church's outraged libertios ; and if'
ever thero wvas a crisis in ber history,-if' ever
there wvas a poriod in the manif'old and soro
temiptations in whicbl, front lier very ilifancy,
the Cliurch lias bicou cradled, in wvhicb courage
and consistency wero calledl for, it is iii the
days on whlich wve have failen, %vlîeî tlie poison
of' a fiase und hollowî principle is undcrm'iining
bier strengtlî, and wlien thousands of her dead-
liest enoîiies stand ou the tiptoe of oxpectancy
to wiùness her fat]. (Ilear, hear.) 'lho lead-
ingr îrinciple of Presbyterianism is, tlîat there
is a distinct government in the Church, and
wvhicli the State inust have approved of core
she confiirred on her the temporalities, and we
miust bie as uncontrolled by the State in the
maniagemenît of' our own proper affluirs, as if'
ive did not receive a f'artlîing f'rom the National
Trcasury. (Ilar, lîcar.) Acting as becomes
a National.Establishment, we, in the briet' ari
emipliatie déliverance of nîy friend Mr. Gray-
ive grave our services to the State, but flot our
librrties. (Heur) We get from her hands
the maintenance of oui- clergymen, and we en-

gage, in return to direct the Christian education
Of tuie people. If* the State is flot satisfied
with this bargain, she can at any time giv 'e it
up. lu these things wve have another Mlaster,
to whom, anîd to wlîom alone, we are responsi-
bic ; and we utterly repudiate it as an aceurs-
cd thing, slîould it be ofFered as a bribe to
toinîtt us froîn our allegiance te Hini; for that
in these tbings ho is our sol-- and only Master,
is a fondamnentl principle of the Cliurch of'
Scotland ; and to givo up tlîis principle, would
be to loosen the corner-stone, or the key-stone
on wvhicli the whiole fabrie wvould tunible into
ruins. (Ilear, licar.) I takze this pinciple to
be the peculiar glory of the Cburch of Scot-
land. XVe contended for it during tic strug-
gles and persecutions of more than a hulidred
years, and the principle lias cost us so rnueb,
that ive are not ivilling te let it go-(hear,
Iiear,)-and if' the State slîould require us to,
give up thîs principle, or to forego oui- cndow-
monts, wve arc willingy te try the saine experi-
niente, and to adopt the saine course over
again. (Mlar.) This principle lias not beeti
forgotten, thoucgli it lias renmained dormant,..
though it has fadcd froni the recollections, and
the feelings of',gcneeral society. Like sorne old
charter that lias slumbered in its repository,
wbile its articles wero unbroken, but which the
rude hand of' violence has called froni its obli-
vion, quickencd it anew into vigor and vitality,
and causes it to assume çJIî its former, intorest
in the eyes of'the people ; so this grand. funda-
mental *r ~iple of the church of Scotland, the
principie of the exclusive jurisçliction'of -tho


