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JOSEPII ARCII, M.P'.

li3Y TUE 11EV. EDWARD BARRIASS, D.D.

JO5EI>H1 ARtcH, Ms.P.

This distinguislied mnan is a leader in
the class of agricultural labourers of NvIii
hoe lias beon a nuienuber iiiost of lus life.
To liim his fellow-labourers are greatly
indebted for maiuy of the, imuprovements
%vihel have taken place in their circuin-
stances during the last twventy-five years.

As a elass the farni labourers of Engc-
land, until recently, had few oducational
advantages, the înajority of tlîem could
neitiier read nor write, lience it, was no
wonder that tluey slîould ho so, easily led
ast ray by any demiagogue wlio niiglit, sce
fit to excite theni to deeds of violence.
1-fappily, largely tliroughi thue influence of
Methodism, a botter state of tliings now
obraitis. Several of thein have beconie,
able to speak luently and write intelli-
gently on public questions. Tlîey have
<as.sertod thîcir nuanliood and will not ho
likely to again becone, vassals. They

noever will su long as they
submlit to ho led by .Tosephl
AIreh.

Oui hiero wvas boril ini
Warwickshire, ini 1823.
lus father was a man of
sturdy i ndep)oidence, and
nlucli of tho saie spirit
inspired the son. 1During
t ho Corîî -],t agitation,
the 1aîiidowvîîrs trie(l by
evory iloanis to, preveit,
the repeal of those laws,
and sotuglit b)y ineans of
petitions to parliaunent to
accompilisli their purpose.
Ail who refused to sigyn
tho potitions Nverecoulited
as thieir cleiis. Many
).abourers froni compbiance
andfl( fear attachoed their
nlailles, tlîoughi inwardly
thoy m isli(l not, to do so.
TIic father of Joseph Arcli
was ainong-st, the honour-
able few Whio wvithhield
their naines, and fromn that

j tinie forward hie is a
miailed mnan Io -%hloii no

~ favours were slîown. Ho
wýs a li<ir-workiin, ini-

dustrious man, and atter
lab, urig for fifty 3'ears
hie had only saved oune dol-
lar and a fewv cents.

When old agte camne Up li the veteran
lie ivas conxpelled to ask for Iielp), as lhe
wvas botlu old and infirm. Joseph could
not, support hiîn, and as his wife was
obliged to, givo up an income of a fewv
shillings per wveek- to, attend to, the sick
father, lie ivent, to the Board of Guardians
and said, " I do not want you to, support
rny fatiier, but if you wvil1 give my wife
one shilling and sixpence-thiry-six
cents-por iweek for nursing Iiii»i 1 shaHl
ho glad, thougli it iwill flot iakze up for
the, loss of lier eztrningcs." Thîe gruardians
refused, and told him that bis fathor
inilît, gyo into, the workhouse and he,
would have to pay one shilling and six-
pense for lus support. Arcli bade the
himiame men good xnorning, and said luis
father sluould. die under a hiedge before lie
wvould allow Iiimn to ho an inniate of the
Britishi Blastile, the hiatod workhouse.


